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Introduction

In the 1980s and the early 90s before the internet boom and expansion, interior India was still chugging along with little change.

I was, then, a field officer for IBP Co. Limited a petroleum company whose majority shares were held by the Government of India.

An urban Indian having been brought up in Mumbai, being posted in Indore in Madhya Pradesh in Central India was a huge change for me. It was a time of adventure and excitement, travelling through places where no development had happened for years.

There was a lot of difference in language, attitudes, culture, food and yet there were so much in common too.

Later as I got posted in different parts of India, I got to know my country in a way I would not normally have. I found a vast diversity and yet much that was common.

The biggest finding was that we humans were fundamentally the same everywhere, the motivations may be masked but the basic nature to a large extent was similar.

As one old tribal told me on a balmy evening sitting and sipping toddy in his hut... “We are all naked beneath out clothes”. I found that funny then, especially when expressed in colloquial Hindi, but there was a fundamental truth in it.
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