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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the sixth in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find games by players rated above 2700 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The variations covered in this volume are: 

●  The Najdorf Variation 

●  The Scheveningen Variation 

●  The Dragon & Accelerated Dragon Variations 

●  The Classical Variation incl. Richter-Rauzer & Sozin Attack 

●  The Taimanov, Kan & Paulsen Variations

●  The Sveshnikov & Kalashnikov Variations

In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of B32-B39, B41-B49, B54-B99. There is a total of 109 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

October 2017
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CHAPTER ONE​
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​Najdorf Variation
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Game # 1

M.Justin (2364) – L.Mazi (2354) B90

Slovenian Team Ch (Bled) 2005

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 Ng4 7.Bg5 h6 8.Bh4 g5 9.Bg3 Bg7 10.f3?? 

[image: image]

What is Black's best continuation?

This move is a big mistake. The main lines are 10.h3, 10.Be2, and 10.Qd2.

10...Ne3! White resigned! This position was also the end station for Wagman-Rashkovsky, 1992, while some 22 other games in my database continued a bit longer, which is understandable until it has been determined if Black can extract his knight again. For instance, 10...Ne3!, and now:

11.Qd3 (11.Qd2 Bxd4 12.Bf2 Qb6 13.Nd5 Qxb2 14.Rc1 Nc6? (Black can do even better with 14...e6 15.Bxe3 Be5 16.Nc7+ Kd8 17.Nxa8 Bc3 and Black should be winning) 15.Bxe3 Bxe3 16.Qxe3 Kf8 and Black is only up a pawn, Vlassis-Tsomis,  Peristeri 1995) 11...Bxd4! (the point behind the previous move, now White cannot recapture because of ...Nxc2) 12.Bf2 Qb6 13.Bxe3 Bxe3 14.Nd5 Qxb2 15.Qxe3 Qxa1+ 16.Kd2 Kf8 17.Nb6 was played in Leko-Grischuk, Beijing 2014, and now Black's best continuation would have been 17...Be6 18.Nxa8 Nd7 19.Nb6 Nxb6 20.Qxb6 Kg7 followed by ...Rc8 and Black is winning. Yes, even Peter Leko has fallen into this mess!

0–1

Game # 2

N.Fercec (2450) – M.Zufic (2461) B90

Zadar 2015

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.h3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.Qf3 

The main lines typically start with 8.Be3 and then continue with 8...Nbd7 (or 8...Be7 9.Qf3) 9.g4 or 9.Qf3 with typical sharp play. 

8...h5 9.Be3 Nbd7 10.0–0–0 Rc8 

Black has also tried 10...Bg4? 

[image: image]

Why is this move a blunder?

11.hxg4 hxg4 12.Qxf6! Nxf6 (12...Rxh1 13.Qf5 Be7 14.Qxg4 Kf8 15.g3 Nf6 16.Qf3 and White has two minor pieces for the rook and is easily winning) 13.Rxh8 Qd7 14.Bb6 Qc6 15.Rxd6 Qxd6 16.Bc5 and White is winning, Heinechen-Ruiz Castillo,  Guatape 2016.

11.Nd5 

[image: image]

What is Black's best continuation?

11...Nxd5! 12.exd5 Bg4! 

This time it works because the knight on f6 is gone!

13.hxg4 hxg4 In our main game, White resigned at this point, and that is definitely a bit early. In another game, White continued a lot longer: 13...hxg4 14.Rxh8 gxf3 15.gxf3 Qf6 16.Bh3 Qg6 17.c3 f5 18.f4 Qf6 when Black obviously is better but there is still a lot of work to be done, Fernandez Cardoso-Arun Prasad,  Badalona 2012.

0–1

Game # 3

I.Dora – P.Ostojic B90

Gloggnitz 1971

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.h3 e6 7.Nde2 

White's by far the most popular move is 7.g4, which has been played well over 3000 times in my database. It is used in a way to transpose from the Najdorf into a Keres Attack (5...e6 6 g4) which is otherwise not possible from a Najdorf move order. The text move, on the other hand, is incredibly rare and not very strong.

7...b5 8.a3 Bb7 9.f3 

Or 9.Ng3 Nbd7 10.Bd3 Be7 11.0–0 0–0 12.f4 Rc8 13.Qe2 Nc5 14.Kh1 Nfd7 is also very comfortable for Black, Lamoureux-Gruenenwald, Switzerland 2011.

9...Nbd7 10.g4 d5 11.exd5 Nxd5 12.h4 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

12...Ne5! Or 12...Nxc3 13.Nxc3 Ne5 14.Qxd8+ Rxd8 15.Rh3 Nxf3+ 16.Kf2 Ne5 and Black has a very large advantage. Black resigned after the text move; a possible continuation was 12...Ne5! 13.Bg2 Nxc3 14.Qxd8+ Rxd8 15.Nxc3 Bxf3 with a winning position for Black.

0–1

Game # 4

M.Schaefer (2378) – T.Ringoir (2406) B90

Dortmund 2009

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f4 exf4 9.Bxf4 Nc6 10.Nd4 Nxd4 

Black can also consider 10...Qb6 11.Nxe6 fxe6 12.Qd3 Nb4 13.Qe2 Be7 14.0–0–0 Rc8 15.a3 Rxc3 16.axb4 Rc6 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Baranowski-Szczepankiewicz, ICCF email 2009.

11.Qxd4 d5? 

The alternatives are: 

11...Qa5 12.Bc4 Bxc4 13.Qxc4 Be7 14.0–0–0 0–0 15.Nd5 Nxd5 16.Rxd5 b5 17.Qb3 Rac8 and now rather than 18.Bxd6 Bxd6 19.Rxd6 Rc4 20.e5, which was played in Szieberth-Vasilchenko, Budapest 1994, and should have been met with 20...Re4 with equal chances, White should have played 18.Rhd1! Rfe8 19.Rf5 Rf8 20.Kb1 with pressure against Black's position.

11...Be7 12.Be2 0–0 13.0–0–0 Qa5 14.Bxd6 Rfd8 15.Qe5 Qxe5 16.Bxe5 Ng4 17.Bf4 g5 18.Bxg4 Bxg4 19.Rxd8+ Rxd8 20.Be5 when the bishop pair provided Black some but not quite full compensation for the pawn, Rivas Crespo-Villavicencio Martinez, Tenerife 2013.

12.0–0–0 dxe4 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

13.Qa4+! Bd7?? 

Black misses White's response entirely. He should have played 13...Nd7, when 14.Qxe4 Be7 15.Bc4 Bxc4 16.Qxc4 0–0 17.Qd5 Nc5 18.Rhe1 leaves White with a large advantage.

14.Rxd7! Black resigned. After 14.Rxd7! Nxd7 (or 14...Qxd7 15.Bb5!) 15.Nd5 Rc8 16.Qxe4+ Be7 17.Bd6 Nf6 18.Qxe7+ Qxe7 19.Nxe7 Rd8 20.Nf5 White is easily winning.

1–0

Game # 5

A.Kovacevic (2558) – M.Krivokapic (2426) B90

Novi Sad 2009

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.h3 b5 7.a4 b4 8.Nd5 Nbd7 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

Other attempts for Black have been: 

8...e6 9.Nxf6+ Qxf6 10.g3 Bb7 11.Bg2 Nd7 12.0–0 Nc5 13.Re1 e5 14.c3 (White could also consider 14.Nb3 Nxb3 15.cxb3 Be7 16.a5 with a tiny edge) 14...bxc3 15.bxc3 Be7 16.Nf5 0–0 17.Ba3 g6 18.Ne3 and the chances are about even, Berelowitsch-Ruck, Germany 2009, 18...Rab8. 

8...Nxd5 9.exd5 Bb7 10.Bc4 Nd7 11.0–0 Nb6?! (Black would be better served to play 11...Qc7 12.Ba2 g6 although White is better here too) 12.Bb3 Nxd5 13.Re1 Nf6 14.a5 Bc8?? Black is trying to prepare ...e7–e6, but he doesn't have time for this move, especially after wasting two precious moves with the knight. Now it rapidly goes downhill: 15.Bg5 e6 16.Qf3 d5 17.Bxf6 Qxf6 18.Qxd5 Ra7 19.Ba4+ and Black resigned, 1–0, Fedorchuk-Njili, Cannes 2010. A possible continuation could have been 19...Bd7 20.Nxe6 fxe6 21.Rxe6+ and Black is, of course, completely lost.
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