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​The Christmas Hat That Wouldn’t Stay On
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It was winter in a small village in Scotland.

Snow fell from the sky.

The wind was cold and strong.

A boy named Archie had a new red Christmas hat.

It was warm and soft.

It had a white pom-pom on top.

“I love my hat,” said Archie.

He pulled it down over his ears.

But the wind had other plans.

Whoosh!

The wind blew the hat off Archie’s head.

“Hey!” shouted Archie.

He ran after it.

The hat flew over the hill.

It landed on a sheep.

The sheep said, “Baaa!”

She was cold and happy.

She wore the hat like a bonnet.

Archie ran up to the sheep.

“That’s my hat,” he said.

But he saw the sheep was warm now.

“You can have it,” said Archie.

“I don’t want your ears to freeze.”

He walked home with cold ears and cold hair.

The next day, Archie wore another hat.

This one was green.

He tied it tight under his chin.

But the wind said, Whoooosh!

And off went the green hat!

It rolled down the road.

It stopped at a garden.

In the garden was a snowman.

He had a carrot nose and a big smile.

But no hat.

The green hat landed on the snowman’s head.

He looked very happy now.

Archie caught up and laughed.

“You look good,” he said.

The snowman said nothing.

(He was a snowman.)

Archie said, “Okay, you keep it. Merry Christmas!”

He walked home again.

His ears were cold.

But his heart was warm.

The next day, Archie’s mum gave him her own woolly hat.

It was blue and very big.

“Try this one,” she said.

Archie put it on.

It covered his head, his ears, and even part of his eyes.

“I can’t see!” said Archie.

He laughed.

Then — WHOOSH!

You guessed it.

Off it flew.

The hat flew high into the sky.

Archie ran after it again.

He chased it past the bakery.

Past the post office.

All the way to the top of the hill.

At the top was a reindeer.

A real reindeer!

Archie stopped.

The reindeer was shaking.

It looked cold and lost.

The blue woolly hat landed on the reindeer’s head.

It fit perfectly.

The reindeer smiled.

Then — POOF! — it flew into the sky!

“Wait... was that Santa’s reindeer?” said Archie.

He looked up.

He saw a sleigh in the sky.

Santa waved.

Archie smiled big.

He had no hat again.

But he didn’t mind.

He walked home with cold ears...
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