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Chapter 1: An Ordinary Beginning

Zhang Li sat at her desk, the screen showing the document she was working on, her fingers rhythmically tapping the keyboard, the office filled with a quiet but depressing atmosphere. She had been working in this advertising company for two years, and although her colleagues said she was doing well, she always felt that her life was being pulled by an invisible force, lacking breakthroughs and novelty.

Every day, Zhang Li's life is repetitive: wake up at 7:30 in the morning, eat breakfast, rush to the company, and start dealing with the piles of documents and emails. At noon, she and her colleagues have some takeout, and continue to be busy in the afternoon. Every day when it's time to get off work, she always feels an indescribable fatigue - not only physically, but more spiritually empty. She wondered, is this her future life? If it's just like this, it's inevitable that people will feel anxious.

"Lily, do you want to have dinner with me tonight?" Her best friend Wang Ting sent a message. Wang Ting was her roommate in college and was always full of energy. No matter how busy her life was, Wang Ting could always find some fun, like a dose of stimulant.

"No, I'm a little tired." Zhang Li replied with a helpless expression. She knew she should relax and enjoy life, but she felt an anxiety that she couldn't let go of, as if she was trapped in an invisible cage.

"You haven't been feeling well lately. Is your work too stressful?" Wang Ting sent another voice message. "I think you need to change your approach and try doing something you like. For example, becoming an internet celebrity?"

Zhang Li smiled, shook her head and said to herself: "Internet celebrity? How can I have such courage?"

However, somewhere in her heart, Zhang Li could not help but feel a little yearning. Those people on social media always seemed to attract thousands of eyes, share everything about themselves, and live a seemingly free and glamorous life. Could she also take a different path?

That night, Zhang Li tossed and turned in bed, feeling mixed emotions. She tried to find herself again, but no matter how many short videos and pictures she read on social media platforms, she was always attracted by the perfect life. Everyone seemed to have their own stage, but she was always trapped in an ordinary life, struggling hard but unable to find a way out.

She re-opened the message sent by Wang Ting, and suddenly, she felt a little impulsive. She opened her phone, created an account, and began to upload some of her daily life content. She took a few short videos of herself wearing simple clothes and drinking coffee, simply recording her mood. The video was edited very simply, even a little clumsy, but she quickly pressed the publish button.

"Let's just test the waters." She thought to herself, with a hint of determination in her eyes.

The next day, Zhang Li went to work, but she felt a different kind of excitement. She posted the video, and although she didn't expect to get much attention, at that moment, she felt like she had taken a step forward and done something different.

In the afternoon, Zhang Li received a call from an unfamiliar number: "Hello, I'm Chen Jian, from an advertising company. We noticed the video you posted, which has great potential. I wonder if you are willing to take on the opportunity for brand cooperation?" Chen Jian's voice sounded very professional, but Zhang Li was a little stunned.

"Ah? Cooperation?" She suddenly felt a little overwhelmed. She never thought that someone would notice her ordinary content and even show interest in business cooperation.

"Yes, we are looking for some new internet celebrities, and your style is very consistent with our current needs. We are interested in providing you with advertising endorsement opportunities. Are you interested in learning more?" Chen Jian continued.

Zhang Li was stunned for a moment, and then quickly regained her senses: "Thank you for your concern, I will consider it." When she hung up the phone, her heartbeat accelerated a little. What did this call mean? Was it a turning point in her ordinary life?

In the evening, Zhang Li and Li Hao sat at the dining table. Li Hao looked at her looking down at her phone and asked, "What's wrong with you today? You're not very quiet."

"Well, I have something to do today." Zhang Li hesitated for a moment and finally decided not to tell Li Hao. She knew that Li Hao never quite understood her interest in this kind of "virtual world". He always thought that it was just a flashy thing and not worth investing too much time and energy in.

"Well, let's eat." She changed the subject. Li Hao nodded and continued to eat. Zhang Li was thinking in her heart: If there is a chance, maybe she can try to become an "Internet celebrity". This sense of novelty made her feel a little excited, as if there was a possibility of escaping the status quo.

That night, Zhang Li opened her phone again and watched the video she uploaded. Although it only had a few dozen likes, she still felt warm in her heart. Perhaps this was her starting point.

Chapter 2: Chance

Zhang Li started thinking that this might be her chance to break out of her ordinary life after she received Chen Jian's call. She didn't tell Li Hao about this because she knew he would think it was a waste of time. Li Hao was not interested in such unrealistic things and always thought that a stable job was the most reliable choice.

"Lily, what are you posting now?" Wang Ting called, her voice full of curiosity and excitement. "The video you posted yesterday got a lot of likes today. Why are you suddenly so active?"

Zhang Li couldn't help but smile: "Nothing, just testing the waters, posting a small video to see if it can attract some attention."

"Are you serious? I think you can really try to be an internet celebrity. I really think you can go down this path. It's perfect for you!" Wang Ting's tone was full of encouragement. "Don't you think your life is a bit monotonous? If more people see you, it might be different."

Zhang Li was silent for a moment, feeling a little shaken. She was indeed tired of the ordinary life day after day. Although Li Hao kept comforting her that "stability is good", she still felt that she had left no trace in this city.

"Then let me try sending something else?" Zhang Li's voice sounded uncertain.

"Of course! Just share more of your life, such as makeup, outfits, moods, etc. The most important thing is to be real!" Wang Ting continued to encourage.

Zhang Li picked up her phone and started looking through some of the photos and videos she had taken on a daily basis. Gradually, she came up with some ideas. She selected a few photos without makeup and some videos of herself in a cafe and started editing them. She didn't pretend to be sophisticated or over-packaged. She just wanted to convey a side of herself - real, natural, yet warm.

Her first post was about her mood of the day, and she simply and sincerely talked about some of her little troubles in the workplace and her confusion about the future. Although there was nothing outstanding, Zhang Li still pressed the publish button. She thought, this might be her first step.

The next day, Zhang Li went to the company as usual, with a hint of anticipation and a hint of uneasiness in her heart. She kept refreshing her phone to see if anyone was paying attention to her content. In the first few minutes, there were not many changes on her page, only some old classmates and friends liked it.

But soon after, a comment caught her attention: "What this lady said is really good, exactly the same as my current mood." She clicked on the comment and found that it was from a stranger named "Xiao Yang". There were some likes and comments below the comment, and she felt a long-lost warmth, as if a stranger suddenly stood in front of her and understood her troubles.

"Maybe this is the charm of the Internet." Zhang Li couldn't help but talk to herself.

She began to frequently update her social media platforms, not only sharing the trivialities of her life, but also some of her inner feelings and thoughts. Gradually, she found that her popularity began to rise. Although the number of fans was not large, compared with the initial few posts with only sporadic comments, there were already a lot of interactions. She occasionally received some private messages, some of which praised her sincerity, and some asked her some questions about life and career.

"You can actually do better." Li Yuan, a social media analyst, met Zhang Li at a gathering by chance and took the initiative to talk to her. "Your video content has great potential, but if you can publish and optimize it according to specific rules and attract the target audience more accurately, the effect will be better."

"Oh? How do you know all this?" Zhang Li was a little surprised.

"I do social media analysis, and I usually pay attention to the content of some emerging Internet celebrities." Li Yuan said with a smile, "I can see that your style is suitable for some life sharing, but if you really want to attract a wider audience, you can consider improving the professionalism and visual effects of the content and maintaining a certain update frequency."

Zhang Li nodded thoughtfully. The advice provided by Li Yuan made her start thinking about how to further improve her content. Although she did not have much experience, she was very willing to learn and try.

A few days later, Zhang Li decided to try again. She made some adjustments to the content she posted. Instead of simply sharing daily life, she added more interactive elements, such as Q&A, fan comments and interactions, etc. This can more effectively increase the audience's sense of participation and stickiness. At the same time, she also tried to make some visual optimizations based on Li Yuan's suggestions.

She posted a second video, talking about her views on work pressure and how to relieve anxiety through relaxation. In the video, she added relaxing background music and some small subtitles to make the overall picture more friendly. Although the content is still simple, Zhang Li feels that she seems to be closer to her goal.

“It will surely attract more people this time,” she thought.

One evening, Zhang Li received a private message from an unfamiliar person: "Hi, your videos are really interesting. Can you work with me to do some brand promotion? I think your style is very suitable for our needs." The sender was a man named "Liu Hao", who seemed to be an internet celebrity with a similar fan base to Zhang Li and also had some experience in brand cooperation.

Zhang Li looked at the screen of her mobile phone, and she felt an indescribable excitement in her heart. She knew that she had finally got her first business cooperation opportunity.
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