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The gym was alive with music, balloons, and the smell of sweat and hairspray. Homecoming always had a strange way of bringing the past back to life at Cream City High School, and tonight was no different.

Ms. Harper had begged Suzi Slay, the youngest teacher on staff, to chaperone. At twenty-three, Suzi was barely older than the seniors she now monitored, her heels clicking softly as she circled the dance floor. She tried to remind herself she was an authority figure, that she was here to keep order — not to relive her own high school years. But as she leaned against the wall, scanning the crowd, her heart caught.

He was here. Suddenly, she was self-conscious. She tugged on her sweatshirt and checked her black leggings to make sure they didn’t have lint. “Why am I doing this?” 

Tyler Briggs — no longer a student, bound by the same lines. He had graduated last spring, gone off to college, and now returned at his younger brother’s invitation. Suzi remembered the way he used to smirk at her in class, the casual comments that skirted the edge of appropriate. Back then, he’d had a girlfriend, and she’d done her best to laugh off his flirting. But now? He stood across the gym, taller, broader, his jaw sharper. College had honed him. And when he noticed her watching, he didn’t hesitate.
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