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​The world wants a Saviour 
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There is always a Superhero! The task of this revered, beloved and patriotic character is always to “save the day". This persona would possess amazing “superpowers” and would fearlessly embrace danger in an attempt to rescue those in distress - their aim being to protect the weak and vulnerable from those who victimize them. As a child, I would fall in love with these valiant roles; hoping that I too would one day acquire supernatural abilities and, in turn, become a Deliverer! However, as the years passed; not only did I realize that these characters were fictitious, but I began to understand that the world desires to have a Saviour! The human race is aware of their limitations; we know that we can’t fly, spend extended time submerged in water, run at the speed of light or live for many hundreds of years here on earth. Yet, somehow it seems that we are obsessed with the idea of being superhuman; always on a quest to exceed those boundaries. We can’t help but to devise ways to make our race more advance, more superior, and more enduring. You may ask, what is wrong with same, and I will say; nothing, in fact this urge has led to some of the greatest technological advances that have made the human existence more gratified. However, the underlying issue is that, mankind, because of their sinful nature, have always had an evil motive – and that is to rebel against God! Genesis 6:5-8 expresses, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” From this scripture, we are exposed to the very heart of God; many may think that because God is all-knowing – that he would be emotionless, this is far from the truth! However, God did declare in the book of Isaiah 55:8-9, saying, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” This means that God’s emotions are not parallel to Man’s, but the point remains that God does ‘feel’. So, despite God being aware of Man’s transgression before Man ever sinned; when it did come to pass, God felt it! God was disappointed and “heartbroken” because of mankind’s folly. God feels the same about our sins today, whenever we break his commandments or go outside of his will; God’s heart is in pain! As a matter of fact, Paul speaking to the Church at Ephesus in Ephesians 4:30, warned them about this. He said, “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Before cautioning the Ephesians, Paul also listed various sins that should be avoided – Yes, my friend, when we sin we grieve the Spirit of God – Thus, let us strive to make God “happy”; let us seek to please him in all that we do. 

Therefore, God was grieved and angry at the current sinful state of human beings and had vowed to eradicate them, but Noah found grace in his eyes! As alarming as the intent of God was, it is very important for us to know what the Psalmist knew; God is merciful! He said, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger forever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” (Psalm 103:8-13) Amen. Parents may be able to relate to being angered by the follies of their children; determining to mete out a harsh punishment on them only to find that the sight of their distressed faces or the sound of their cries softens their hearts and they in turn show mercy. Similarly, and as close as our frail humanity can comprehend, that is how God pities us when we sin but cry out to him for pardon! I could not proceed without cautioning against the notion that our sinful character may theorize: God’s mercy should not be taken for granted! Throughout the scriptures it is very clear that God has a ‘cut off’ point; a point where he says “enough is enough” – at this point his patience will cease and his judgment will be poured out on evil doers. Thus, Noah found grace with God. Grace is the unmerited or undeserved favour of God – it means that despite the fact that Noah was a godly man, he too was deserving of death, and so are we! We are all children of Adam and as such we are of a sinful nature, thus, it matters not whether we are considered to be “good” people or not; we all deserve to die because of sin! However, God spared Noah and his family and he will do the same for you today – He will extend to you grace and mercy if you choose to escape his impending wrath by accepting his Son; Jesus Christ, as your Lord and Saviour. Unfortunately, the story did not continue on that glorious path as in Genesis 10, after the flood, the scriptures reveal that mankind had reverted to their old ways and was once again in opposition to God. However, this time their rebellion was a bit more subtle; but whatever form our sins may take, we must be aware of this one thing: God will not be mocked! Ecclesiastes 12:14 cautioned, “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” 

There arose a man by the name of Nimrod and he was revered as a “saviour” for the rebellious people of his time. Genesis 10:8-10 states, “And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.” From this passage, it is clear that Nimrod was not a godly man, as a matter of fact, the phrase “...a mighty hunter before the LORD...” is an indication of Nimrod’s wayward ways. Nimrod, like many today, lived his life in an arrogant manner before God. As we will later see, it’s almost as if Nimrod’s actions would cry out to God, “In your face!” Nimrod and his followers were adamant that they would not live in obedience to the God of all the earth; he made himself a god and a saviour in the place of the one true God of heaven. This is clearly seen in his futile attempt to “overrule” God’s authority in Genesis 11. The bible says that after the flood, the whole earth spoke one language and as the people journeyed closely together they found a plain in the land of Shinar and decided to settle there. Not only that, but they decided to build a tower reaching up to the heavens and, there, they determined in their hearts that they would not be scattered all over the earth. At this point you are probably thinking, “Amazing! These people are so loving; they want to be together to support each other.” However, God’s response to their actions will make you rethink the whole matter. Genesis 11:5-9 states, “And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” God was totally against their ‘united’ deposition, one would think that that would have been God’s ideal; yes, only that they were in unity against God! This is so because, after the flood, God had given Noah the same command that he gave to Adam and Eve, “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.” (Genesis 9:1) Noah and his descendants were to repopulate the earth, but Nimrod and the people rebelled; deciding, rather, to not fill the earth with inhabitants but to remain in one part and control its population. I dare say that the devil has the spirit of Nimrod at work in our world today in what is called ‘population control’ or so-called ‘planned parenting’; murdering thousands of babies yearly through abortions! The Lord will respond to these evil people in the same way that he responded to Nimrod and his allies; he will confuse and scatter them! Let us, therefore, understand that God is always right – that’s what makes him God – he has the authority to place whatever boundaries or limitations he may deem fit on mankind; and same is always for our good. 
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