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      To my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

      Thank you for saving a wretch like me!

      

      “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” (Romans 5:1)
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      For many years, I was on a quest for truth, often wondering what this life was really about. I knew there had to be more to life, and I was determined to find it. I have always given considerable thought to the afterlife and what happens to people after they die. I constantly had this nagging thought in the back of my mind: "Where will I go after I die?" I know I'm speaking to at least one person who can relate to what I’m saying. During the 1970s, I visited a shopping mall several miles from my home, searching for books that might hold the answers I sought. This was long before the internet, which would have saved me a lot of trouble, for sure. I had such an insatiable craving for truth back then; I felt as if a tapeworm was living inside me, searching for answers. Even then, I realized there was an empty void in my heart that never seemed to go away. As I walked through these bookstores, I would head straight for the sections marked with signs like self-improvement, religion, spirituality, and others. As I write this, I recall browsing bookshelves, leafing through books, reading the backs, and flipping through pages to see if I might be interested in buying them. I would spend a lot of time reviewing the books before deciding which ones to buy.

      I met my wife, Cathy, in late 1980, and we got married in July of the following year. As far as religion and spirituality go, both of us were raised Catholic, but we both agreed that something was missing. We would walk into the church feeling spiritually dead and walk out the same way. Thankfully, we later learned that there was more to this gospel than sacramentalism and man-made traditions (Mark 7:7,13). Things radically changed when we started attending a non-denominational church in New York City. The one thing that truly impacted our lives during that time was the straightforward preaching directly from the Bible. It's funny to think back to that day, because the first thing I noticed when I entered the church was that there were no statues inside. After the worship service, the preacher stepped up to the pulpit, wearing a suit that was very different from the religious vestments I was used to seeing. The main thing I want to emphasize here, though, is the power I felt through hearing the word of God preached under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

      
        
        “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet (worthy) to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” (Colossians 1:12-14)

      

      

      During this time, I felt an intense hunger to read the Scripture, and I was set free from the power of darkness, being transferred into the kingdom of God. Every true believer can be called a “saint in light” because of their new relationship with Jesus Christ. The blood of Jesus Christ has redeemed me, and I am forgiven of my sins. How could I have known these truths from the Bible if I hadn’t read it for myself? I want you to know that the Lord will do the same for you, regardless of your past. I can testify to the power of God’s Word in my life and how the Lord opened my spiritual eyes to see my need for Jesus Christ. As you read this book, you’ll notice I include plenty of Scripture to support the points I make. I can only tell you what the Scripture says. Does your soul matter to you? Do you ever wonder about the afterlife and what happens after you die? I did, and you should too. I now understand there is a battle for the souls of men and women. I assure you, the devil is your enemy and will do everything he can to prevent you from understanding your need for salvation through Jesus Christ. I have learned from experience that there is supernatural power in the Word of God, and I wish I had known this during the first 36 years of my life.

      
        
        “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

      

      

      I have seen that passage of Scripture proven true over and over again in my own life, as I read through the Bible and feel the power of his word inside my heart. The words that we find between the covers of the Bible are not simply ordinary; they were written by men who had the Holy Ghost upon them.

      
        
        “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:21)

      

      

      I’ll speak for myself and say I had lived in spiritual darkness my entire life without even realizing it, which is a frightening thought. When I was truly born again, it felt like stepping out of a dark room into one full of light (John 3:1-9, 1 Peter 2:9, 2 Corinthians 5:17). I sensed the devil himself watching over my shoulder, knowing I had escaped his demonic grip that had held me for years. I understood instantly that there was another realm I hadn’t even known about until then. My own testimony might differ from someone else’s, but a genuine Christian testimony always centers on Jesus Christ and what he has done for them. I received forgiveness for my sins and eternal life through the shed blood of Jesus, who died for me on the cross (Romans 5:6-10). I titled the book “Jesus Alone: Eternity, Salvation, and YOU” because I want to show you, through the Scripture, that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. When I talk about salvation, I also mean eternal life and the path to heaven. Moreover, I am speaking about eternity, which means forever and ever with no end. When someone understands how sin and death entered the world, it becomes easier to grasp the purpose of a God-given Saviour. I believe that the Lord will help you connect the dots and recognize your need for Jesus if you really want to know the truth. There are eleven chapters in this book, followed by a conclusion. This book can be read straight through from start to finish, but you can also revisit any chapter to study that specific subject more closely. Here is a brief summary of each chapter to give you a better idea of what this book is all about.

      Chapter Summaries

      Chapter One: “How This World Began” I discuss the creation of all things, Satan, and mankind's fall into sin and spiritual death. Billions of people (perhaps you) remain in a lost spiritual state, and the root of that began back in the Garden of Eden. I also explain how this opened the way for a future redeemer: Jesus Christ.

      Chapter Two: “Jesus Fulfilled The Old Testament Prophecies.” I demonstrate, through Scripture, that Jesus Christ alone fulfilled these remarkable prophecies exactly as the Old Testament prophets predicted. I highlight several, but many more exist. This is very important. Either Jesus fulfilled these prophecies, or he did not. When these prophecies were fulfilled, it proved that Jesus alone was the prophesied and promised redeemer and Messiah. Does that matter to you? Jesus arrived at the appointed time, exactly as prophesied, so there is no need to search for another future Messiah.

      Chapter Three: “Regeneration And The Spirit of God” explains the vital need for a person to be born again of the Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. Many people miss it because they don’t realize that the kingdom of God is spiritual and accessible through the new birth (being born again). If you have never truly been born again of the Spirit, then you have never entered the kingdom of God. I also discuss terms like “circumcision of the heart” to show that the Holy Spirit has always been at work among God’s people.

      Chapter Four: “Who Do You Say That I AM?” During his time on earth, many opinions were expressed about Jesus, with some believing he was Elijah, Jeremiah, or another Old Testament prophet. Jesus then asked his disciples, “Whom say ye that I AM?” (Matthew 16:15). Peter quickly responded, “Thou art the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). There are still a multitude of opinions about Jesus today, but only one is correct, and Peter answered correctly. In this chapter, I discuss the conversion of a Samaritan woman who was living with a man and had been married five times. As a result of her testimony, many men came to know the Lord for themselves after talking with Jesus for two days. They concluded that Jesus was truly the Christ (Messiah) and the Saviour of the world.

      Chapter Five: “Is Jesus Christ Equal With God?” Many people have a distorted understanding of who Jesus Christ truly is. People from various religions find it amusing to discuss Jesus as God in the flesh. In this chapter, I demonstrate that Jesus is genuinely equal to God and highlight that the unbelieving Jews threatened to kill him because of that (John 5:18, 10:30, Mark 14:60-64). Without the divinity of Jesus Christ, there is no gospel. It becomes completely meaningless. Many (billions) of people worldwide reject this essential truth, including many who claim to be Christians.

      Chapter Six: “For God So Loved The World” In this chapter, I discuss the cross of Christ and explain that it was predestined long before the world was created. Your heart will rejoice when you understand the sacrifice Jesus made on that cross. When you realize that Jesus knew in advance he would be slain for our sins, it will change how you think. Jesus came at the appointed time, and he paid the price in FULL for our sins. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” he meant what he said (John 19:30). The cross of Christ is the great equalizer. It doesn’t matter what your past has been. I emphasize that you can be washed clean by the blood Jesus shed on that cross for you (Revelation 1:5). There is no greater love in the universe than what happened approximately two thousand years ago on that cross. It is only the blood of Jesus Christ that will justify you before Almighty God (Romans 5:6-10). If you miss this, you miss salvation and heaven as well.

      Chapter Seven: “Christ’s Victory Over Death” I discuss the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and how he rose again exactly as he said he would. Jesus defeated death for us, and he proved it by rising from the dead. When Jesus rose, the men assigned to guard the tomb “became as dead men” upon seeing the angel and the empty tomb. Those same men accepted a bribe from the unbelieving Jewish priests to stay quiet about what they witnessed. It is important to note that Jesus rose from the dead in a body of flesh and bone, not as a spirit. Jesus said this: “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). Jesus showed his hands and feet to his disciples, revealing the holes from the nails. He even shared a meal with them to emphasize that he was the same one who died on the cross (Luke 24:36-48). Glory to God.

      Chapter Eight: “The Reality Of An Everlasting Hell” I discuss the truth about hell, including a story Jesus told about a rich man who ended up there. Many believe that the story about the rich man who went to hell is just a parable, but I am not one of them. Jesus gave actual names when he told that story, and you do not find that in any other parables. There really is a hell, and there is no way out once you go there. People in hell are conscious, and they remember their past lives. The rich man in hell asked for just a drop of water on the tip of his tongue because of the extreme torment he was in (Luke 16:23-24). The rich man in hell knew that his five brothers did not know the Lord either, and that they would end up in hell too. That is why he asked Abraham to send Lazarus the beggar to warn them, “... lest they also come into this place of torment” (Luke 16:28). Yes, there really is a hell, and you do not want to go there. You should rejoice that there is still time to get right with God while there is still breath in your body.

      Chapter Nine: “The Second Coming And Judgment Day.” I explain the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the final Judgment Day, demonstrating through Scripture that they happen on the same day. There will not be a future one-thousand-year millennium with the judgment of the unsaved at its end. God never pressed a "pause button” in heaven, nor did he change his redemption plan because the unbelieving Jews rejected his Son, Jesus. People alive at the Second Coming of Christ can expect the following, as described by the apostle Peter: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” (2 Peter 3:10) “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:13)

      Chapter Ten: “It Is All About Jesus.” In this chapter, I explore the book of Acts to understand how early church believers lived after Jesus ascended into heaven. Remember that the Lord told his followers to wait for the promise of the Father, a baptism in the Holy Ghost power from above. This occurred on the day of Pentecost, exactly ten days after Jesus Christ’s resurrection (Acts 2:1-5). There is a clear connection between this Pentecost event and the “Feast of Weeks” in the Old Testament (Leviticus 23:15-16). I highlight the dramatic conversion of the Jewish apostle Saul (Paul) and how he became a fearless witness for Christ. After Saul (Paul) trusted in Jesus for salvation, he began preaching that Jesus was the Son of God and the Messiah within the synagogues (Acts 9:19-25). Paul and the other disciples faced intense persecution from unbelieving Jews as they spread the gospel. I also emphasize that, from start to finish, there has always been only one true people of God, and the Scripture shows us that.

      Chapter Eleven: “Keep Your Eyes On The Prize.” In this chapter, I discuss the trials believers face and how Peter tells us they are more valuable than gold. “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:” (1 Peter 1:7). I also mention some well-known people of God and how they all walked by faith. That list includes Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah (Hebrews 11:4-12). They all shared one common trait: they knew that this present world was not their eternal home. They were looking toward heaven. The true believer is looking upward toward heaven, but the “worldly person” is concerned only with the pleasures in this life. I talk about how Satan is the real force behind Christian persecution, driven by his hatred for the gospel truth. He often uses unbelievers as his tools to persecute Christians because the gospel is like a bright light that exposes him. The apostle Paul warned believers about seducing spirits in the last days that would cause some to depart from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1). That same apostle encourages us to keep fighting the fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). I close this chapter by encouraging the believer to keep their eyes on the prize.

      Conclusion: In this book’s conclusion, I show how a person can find true peace with God. I make it clear that there is no such thing as a “good person” in the sight of God, and that you cannot earn your way to heaven. I show you, through the Scripture, that anyone can be justified by faith and know they are right with God. I also make it very clear that Jesus Christ is absolutely the only way of salvation and the only way to heaven,

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            CHAPTER ONE

          

          
            HOW THIS WORLD BEGAN

          

        

      

    

    
      In this chapter, I revisit the very first book of the Bible, called Genesis, to explain the how and why of our need for Jesus Christ. Things will start to click (with the help of the Holy Spirit) when you begin to understand how our old world began and how humanity fell into darkness through sin. The Book of Genesis is often called the Book of Beginnings, and a consistent theme of unity runs throughout the Bible, from the first chapter of Genesis to the last book of Revelation. I want to help you connect the dots across the Scripture to show that Jesus Christ was not merely an accident or just some philosophical preacher who lived a couple of thousand years ago. Let us begin by returning to the very first verse of the Bible, found in Genesis.

      
        
        "In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth." (Genesis 1:1)

      

      

      The world we live in today, including plants, trees, mountains, oceans, and seas, was created by God Almighty (El-Shaddai). I have always admired the beauty of creation, especially the late sunsets when the sun looks like a giant orange ball in the sky, or the stars shining brightly at night. I often think, “Wow, look at that enormous sun in the sky! How can anyone say there’s no God?” I knew that there was something extraordinary and perfect about the sun, and I believed that there had to be a God who created it. Common sense told me that the sun didn’t just appear one day without some form of divine intervention.

      
        
        "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:" (Romans 1:20)

      

      

      Although I appreciated God's creation, I understand now that I didn't know the Lord who made all these things at that point in my life. I later discovered that learning about God is different from knowing him personally. I'm not trying to start a scientific debate; I'm simply sharing the truth from the Scripture about my creator and his incredible creation. You may have learned the theory of evolution in school and believe in the teachings of Charles Darwin and others like him, but I'm sharing what the Bible teaches. I do not believe that humanity evolved from a lower form of life; instead, I trust what the Scripture reveals about how all things were created. The Bible says that God created everything in just six days and rested on the seventh, and I believe that to be the truth (Genesis 1:1-2:25). Man was created on the sixth day and made in the image of God. I want you to notice something in the following Bible passage.

      
        
        "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them." (Genesis 1:26-27)

      

      

      Who was God talking to when he said, "Let us make man in our image"? This suggests that more than one person was present at creation. The words "us" and "our" are plural, not singular. You can see that the Spirit of God is mentioned in Genesis 1:2, and we will later learn that the Spirit of God is not just a divine force but a divine person. Additionally, you will find that the individual we know as Jesus Christ was also present during creation. Am I saying that the Christ who later died on a cross and rose from the dead was present during the creation of all things? Yes, I am, and not only that, I am saying that the Scripture testifies that Jesus was the creator of all things (John 1:1-3,10-14). I want you to recognize that the same one who created the world, with all its oceans, seas, mountains, trees, and every living thing that walks on this earth, was none other than Jesus Christ himself. He is the very same Jesus Christ who willingly laid down his life on the cross because of his love for people like you and me. I delve into much greater detail in the fifth chapter of this book, which explores the divinity of Christ.

      The Garden of Eden

      Have you ever wondered how the first man came into existence? The answer is found in the Scripture, which states that he was created from the dust of the ground, often called dirt.

      
        
        "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7).

      

      

      The Scripture shows us that after the Lord made Adam from dust, he placed him in the Garden of Eden, a garden created by God himself. Therefore, the first man, Adam, was formed by the Lord from the dust of the ground, and then God breathed life into him, making him a living soul. Contrary to popular belief, the first man did not evolve from a lower life form; instead, God created him. Many millions are taught that they evolved from lower life forms, like gorillas or apes. The simple truth is that apes are apes, and humans are humans, created in God's image. You can visit zoos and other places around the world to see apes and gorillas that have never become people. Think about that for a moment. It takes much more faith to believe in evolution than to accept the scriptural account of creation. That’s why I enjoy sharing God's perspective. You will find that God had a purpose for Adam and all humanity and truly cares about our well-being.

      
        
        "And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." (Genesis 2:15-17)

      

      

      We must remember that the Lord God is omniscient (all-knowing), omnipresent (everywhere at the same time), and omnipotent (all-powerful); therefore, he knows precisely what each of us needs. The Lord gave clear instructions to Adam, telling him he could eat freely from all the trees in the garden except for one. That exception was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Lord emphasized the seriousness of this warning by stating that he would die on the same day he ate from that forbidden tree. During this time, the Lord also created the first woman. You may have heard that God made Eve from one of Adam's ribs. People often wonder whether that story is accurate, and the truth is that it is indeed a correct biblical account of the creation of the first woman (Genesis 2:21-23). The Lord God knew what he was doing when he created a helper for Adam (Genesis 2:18-25); this is how the first woman came into being. Adam and Eve were the first two people to inhabit planet earth, enjoying more privacy than any other couple ever to live. They were naked and unashamed (Genesis 2:24-25). They had no mortgage to worry about and no need for computers or cell phones. It was just them and the Lord. There was no mention of harsh weather, so clothing wasn't necessary. There were no shopping malls or traffic to contend with. No, it was just them and the Lord. The Lord desired that they would love him with all their heart and cherish each other deeply. God was pleased with his creation and rested after bringing everything into existence (Genesis 2:1-3). One can only imagine the incredible beauty of God's creation before the darkness of sin entered. God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh day, but trouble was on the horizon.

      Satan Hates the Word of God

      In this section of the chapter, we will take a look at Satan, the deceiver of souls, and the events leading to humanity's fall. The devil, also called the wicked one or Satan, all refer to the same evil spirit. As you read through this part of Genesis, you'll start to see how everything connects and points to Jesus Christ.

      
        
        "Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?" (Genesis 3:1)

      

      

      It’s essential to take the time to explore these matters yourself, as many opinions exist about the Scripture. You may have tried in the past to study the Bible and seek the truth, but you became distracted. Satan, along with the principalities and powers of darkness (Ephesians 6:10-12), will do everything possible to divert your attention and hinder your understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He will fill your time with meaningless pursuits until your last breath. He will also place people in your path who mock the Bible because he knows the power of peer pressure and how people want to fit in with society. The serpent is described in Genesis 3:1 as being subtle. The word "subtle" comes from the Greek word "arum," meaning cunning. The principalities and powers of darkness are clever and sneaky. They have been executing their wicked plans for a long time and are much smarter than you might think. These spiritual beings are invisible, know that most people are spiritually blind to the gospel truth, and want to keep it that way. The term "serpent" was also used by other New Testament writers to describe the devil. The apostle John called that ancient serpent, the devil, one who deceives the entire world.

      
        
        "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him." (Revelation 12:9)

      

      

      The apostle John was one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus Christ. In the previous passage, John described the devil as the deceiver of the whole world. Remember that John walked with Jesus for over three years and met him after he rose from the dead. If John says that Satan is the deceiver of the entire world, then you need to realize there’s a good chance you might be deceived. If you’re among those who think that all this talk about the devil and darkness is nonsense, then I can tell you, by the authority of the Scripture, that you are already deceived. I can confidently say that I was deceived and a child of wrath (John 3:36) until I found salvation. The apostle Paul was also deceived until he came to understand the truth about Jesus Christ (Acts 9:1-23). The truth is that everyone who has been born again of the Spirit was once living in deception and, by nature, was a child of wrath.

      
        
        "And you hath he quickened (made alive), who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others." (Ephesians 2:1-3) 

      

      

      The passage from Ephesians clearly states that believers like me were once dead in our sins but have now been made alive in Christ. It also shows that, before our transformation in Christ, we followed the ways of the world and were under the influence of the prince of the power of the air, none other than the devil. This evil spirit is the same as the “god of this world”, actively working on those who disobey. Before I knew the Lord in truth, I was speeding along the broad road to destruction (Matthew 7:13), heading toward hell. I often drank excessively and partied late into the night, unaware of the darkness I was walking in. The devil is the ultimate enemy of your soul, a truth you must recognize. He is behind the widespread wickedness we see today, including brutality and mass murder. In Revelation 12:9, the apostle John describes the devil as the great dragon, Satan, and the serpent—all referring to the same being. The devil's actions in the Garden of Eden were a direct challenge to God's word given to Adam, the first man. He cunningly used Adam's wife to defy their loving Creator. As you read this book, you will see that the devil despises the Lord Jesus Christ and the saving message of the Gospel. In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul even uses the term "serpent" to refer to the moment when the devil deceived Eve.

      
        
        "Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." (2 Corinthians 11:1-3)

      

      

      The Jewish apostle Paul was once a deceived man who lived in rebellion against Jesus Christ and was a tyrant against Christians until the Lord saved his soul. Paul wrote that Scriptural passage, showing that he believed the story of Adam and Eve to be true, not just a childish, man-made fairy tale. Paul understood that it was meant for real people in a real world. Interestingly, he studied under the tutelage of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), a man of high reputation and a Doctor of the Law (Acts 5:34), and was diligent in his study of the Scripture. This shows that a person can be a dedicated student of the Scripture, as religious as can be, with certificates hanging on their walls, and yet be as unsaved as a drunk on the street. The apostle Paul learned firsthand that the devil kept him in darkness and blinded him to the truth (2 Corinthians 4:3-4) until he was saved on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-23). Paul's strong stand for Jesus Christ came from his desire for others, including his fellow Jews, to be set free from that wicked darkness. He understood that Satan fights hard and felt compelled to warn people about the dangers of deception. Here is the classic passage where the serpent deceived Eve.

      
        
        "And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." (Genesis 3:2-5)

      

      

      The devil works within the heart and mind. His main goal with the first woman, Eve, was to plant doubt about the truth that God had already revealed to her husband, Adam. The Lord God told Adam that he would die on the day he ate from the forbidden tree (Genesis 2:17). There was no reason for Adam not to trust the word spoken to him that day. Satan was clever in his dealings with Eve, knowing he had to appeal to her fleshly desires. Not only did Satan undermine the Word of God, but he also convinced Eve that God was hiding the knowledge that she and her husband had the power to become gods themselves. That great temptation from the evil one proved too strong for her, and Eve and her husband, Adam, ultimately gave in to their wicked desires. Many have ridiculed this biblical account and the very idea of the existence of God and the devil. I understand their point of view because I once lived in the same darkness they experienced until the Lord set me free.

      Satan Hates Jesus Christ

      If you remember only one thing from this chapter, remember that there is a realm of spiritual wickedness and darkness directly opposed to Jesus Christ and God’s kingdom. I am talking about principalities and powers of darkness that despise Jesus Christ. I was once among the billions who were lost and spiritually dead in sin until the Lord rescued me from the kingdom of darkness. So, when someone testifies they’ve been saved, they declare they’ve been delivered from the dominion of Satan and a darkness that leads to eternity in hell. As I mentioned before, Satan is the “god of this world”, and he will gladly keep you on his demonic treadmill until your last breath. Whether you are rich, famous, poor, young, old, or of any other status, it doesn’t matter to him. The principalities and powers of darkness want you to remain blind to the truth of the gospel that can save your soul until your final breath leaves your body. They will keep you distracted and occupied in any way they can. They don’t care if you’re religious or spiritual as long as you are blinded to the gospel of Christ, which can save your soul. Satan kept me blinded for many years, and I am still amazed that the Lord rescued me from his darkness (1 Peter 2:9-10). I know I deserved nothing but the lowest part of hell, and I say that not to sound sensational; I say it because I know it is true. The Spirit of the living God within me compels me to tell others that mercy, grace, and eternal life are found in the person of Jesus Christ.

      
        
        "And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons." (Genesis 3:6-7)

      

      

      Did you notice that Adam and Eve didn’t realize they were naked until after they gave in to the temptation of eating from the forbidden tree? Their subsequent action is very revealing, as they made coverings for themselves out of fig leaves. Before rebelling against the Lord, Adam and Eve had no trouble being naked, but after they sinned, they felt ashamed. Why did they suddenly feel that way? Do you remember the warning that the Lord God gave Adam about eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? He told Adam that he would surely die on the same day he ate from that tree, which is precisely what happened. Both Adam and Eve experienced spiritual death the moment they rebelled against the Lord, instantly feeling inward shame and a need to cover themselves. In modern times, millions create a spiritual covering by turning to religion or other philosophies to appease God for their sins. Things would never be the same in the world after the rebellion in the Garden of Eden. The old blame game began when Adam blamed Eve, and then Eve blamed the serpent. Unavoidable judgments would come upon humanity because of its sin (Genesis 3:16-19). Furthermore, the Lord declared to the serpent that he would be cursed and ultimately defeated by the seed of a woman, who is Jesus Christ.

      
        
        "And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Genesis 3:14-15)

      

      

      The previous passage is actually a prophecy of Jesus Christ, who would be born of a woman (Mary). Jesus was the promised seed (descendant) who was born of a woman, the Word made flesh, and who lived among us in the world (John 1:1-3,14). The Scripture also provides a glimpse of future events through the new covering that the Lord gave to Adam and Eve. 

      
        
        "Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them." (Genesis 3:21)

      

      

      Remember that Adam and Eve made their covering from fig leaves, but the Lord provided them with his covering of skins. What was wrong with the covering they created? The difference between the Lord's covering and theirs was that his was made from skins, while theirs was made from leaves. Where there are skins, there is also blood and death, meaning the skins must have come from animals that were killed to provide a covering for them. This act of giving a covering was a foreshadowing of the substitutionary death found in the person of Jesus Christ for sinners like you and me. We don't know if Adam and Eve watched the animals being killed, but there's a good chance they did. The main point to remember is that God chose to give them a different covering, and he was pleased with it. So, Adam and Eve were ultimately expelled from the Garden of Eden, but life would be hard for them because sin and death had entered the world. Simply put, the Garden of Eden is where sin and death entered this world, and that is an undeniable fact.

      
        
        "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:" (Romans 5:12)

      

      

    



OEBPS/images/png_1.jpg
SOUL REFUGE
PRESS





