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Dedication 
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To my beloved daughters, Hana and Lara, May your hearts always be filled with courage, kindness, and hope. May you know that even in the darkest moments, love lights the way forward. This story is for you, reminding you that no matter what challenges life brings, you have the strength to grow, to heal, and to soar. 

With all my love, 

Mahmoud Abouibrahim
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Message from author
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Mara’s story is not just one girl’s journey, it is a reflection of the experiences of many children living in areas affected by conflict around the world. Whether in Ukraine, Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, or other places where war and hardship disrupt young lives, countless children face loss, fear, and uncertainty every day. This story is meant to honour their resilience and hope. It reminds us that through kindness, compassion, and support, even the most difficult beginnings can lead to a future filled with strength, healing, and purpose. 
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