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Foreword

 


Once you’ve read this book, you will have all
the information you need to make a well-informed decision about
whether or not the Cockapoo is the breed for you, and you will know
how to care for them at every stage of their life.

 


As an owner, expert trainer and professional
dog whisperer, I would like to teach you the human side of the
equation, so you can learn how to think more like your dog and
eliminate behavioral problems with your pet.

 


While it is somewhat harder to point to
predictable characteristics in a hybrid dog like a Cockapoo, this
is a breed in transition. I have no doubt it will be accepted as a
“stand alone” breed in years to come, which will only support the
further genetic development of this exceptional pairing.

 


In the meantime, there are more and more
responsible breeders producing excellent Cockapoos. This is not a
“fad” breed, but a truly exceptional companion and one to which I
look forward to introducing you.

 


I will try to acquaint you with all the pros
and cons of life with a Cockapoo and to provide insight into canine
husbandry for those people who have not lived with a dog
before.

 


Read carefully and make your decision with a
critical eye toward your time and lifestyle. I firmly believe that
no adoption of any animal should be based on any primary
consideration other than the welfare of the living creature that
will become your sole responsibility. If you can care for a
Cockapoo, I promise, the Cockapoo will care for you.

 



Acknowledgments

 


In writing this book, I also sought tips,
advice, photos and opinions from many experts of the Cockapoo dog
breed.

 


In particular I wish to thank the following
wonderful experts for going out of their way to help and
contribute:

 


USA & CANADA

 


Shannon Wallace of OZ Cockapoos

http://www.ozcockapoos.net/

 


Malinda DeVincenzi of Darby Park Doodles

http://www.darbyparkdoodles.com

 


Rebecca Goins of MoonShine Babies
Cockapoos

http://www.moonshinebabiescpoo.com

 


Cristine Smith of Shady Lane Cockapoo's

http://www.shadylanekennel.net

 


Jackie Stafford of Dj’s Cockapoo
Babies

http://www.cockapoobabies.com

 


Jamie of Cute Cockapoos

http://www.cutecockapoos.com

 


Helen Downing of Family Love
Kennels

http://breederofcockapoos.com/

 


Christy Shanklin of Christy’s Cockapoos

http://www.cpuppies.com/

 


Phil & Adam Berthold of Homestead
Cockapoos

http://www.homesteadcockapoos.com

 


Debbie Cowdrey of Starlo's
Cockapoos

http://www.starloscockapoos.com

 


Jessica Sampson of Legacy Cockapoos

http://www.legacycockapoos.com/

 


UK

 


Stephen & Julia Charlton of Jukee
Doodles

http://www.jukeedoodles.com

 


Annette Courtney of Annettes
Cockapoos

http://www.annettescockapoos.co.uk/

 


Kirstin Pollington of Milky Paws

http://www.milkypaws.co.uk

 


Sylvia Hook of Sylml Cockapoo

http://www.pinetreecockapoo.co.uk

 


Ali Haynes of Tiddybrook
Cockapoos

http://www.tiddybrookcockapoos.com

 


Joanna Johnson, Lincolnshire, UK

E-mail:

trentdale@hotmail.com

 


Justine Watts of Just Dogz

http://www.justdogz.co





Chapter 1 – All About the Cockapoo

 


The breed known today as the Cockapoo (or
Cock-a-poo) was the result of chance matings of Cocker Spaniels and
Poodles in the United States in the 1950s. The resulting litters
were so irresistibly cute that by the 1960s, the dogs were
beginning to attract attention.
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In subsequent decades, as the breed gained an
international following, other variations on the name were
popularized – for instance, Spoodle in Australia and Cockadoodle in
Sweden. For the purposes of this discussion, however, we’ll stick
with “Cockapoo.”

 


As the Cockapoo mix began to be intentionally
cultivated, two types of Poodles emerged as frontrunners in the
breeding pool: the Miniature and the Toy. Using these dogs, the
crosses tend to be roughly the size of the Cocker Spaniel parent or
just fractionally smaller. In the UK, generally the Cockapoo is
1”−2” bigger than its parents.

 


The Cocker Spaniel half of the equation also
introduces a degree of variance because American Cocker Spaniels
are slightly smaller than their English counterparts and have a
longer coat. In the UK, they actively use the English Working
Cocker Spaniel, the English Show Cocker Spaniel and the American
Show Cocker Spaniel, all of which have distinctively different coat
types.

 


Breed History

 


The practice of intentionally allowing two
dogs of different breeds to produce offspring, known as
crossbreeding (hybridization), is hardly new, but purists have
typically frowned upon it. In recent years, however, crossbreeding
has grown in popularity out of a desire to create breeds that more
accurately match the changing role of dogs in our lives.

 


The modern pampered pooch is not the working
animal of years past, nor is he a creature that lives outdoors most
of his life. Dogs have firmly claimed their role as beloved family
companions – in fact as members of the family – and breeders, in
response, have altered their goals. Many popular crossbreed mixes
are cultivated specifically for their excellent natures and for
their ability to not just live, but also to thrive in a domestic
setting.

 


Although it might be hard to imagine now,
Poodles were once hunting dogs that valiantly retrieved waterfowl
for their masters, willingly plunging into freezing waters to do
their jobs. Modern breeders, however, look to the Poodle as the
genetic source for a non-shedding coat, making the breed ideal to
live cleanly indoors.

 


Originally, Poodles were chosen as the basis
for a number of crossbreeding experiments because they were also
believed to be hypoallergenic. This is not actually the case,
although allergy sufferers better tolerate the dogs. We now know
that the allergic reaction is caused not by cast-off hair, but by
proteins in flakes of dried saliva deposited on the coat through
licking.

 


The real aim of the original hypoallergenic
crosses was to create a class of guide dogs suitable for blind
people who were allergic to breeds like the iconic Labrador
retriever. The result was the best known of all the “designer”
dogs, the Labradoodle, whose instant popularity led to further
interest in targeted crossbreeding.

 


The crossing of purebred Cocker Spaniels and
Poodles proved equally successful due to the positive results in
terms of disposition, longevity and hybrid vigor (good health.)
There are far fewer cases of genetic defects in the Cockapoo than
in either of its parent breeds.

 


This does not, however, change the fact that
Cockapoos are something of a paradox, albeit a lovely one. They are
indoor dogs since both sides of the pedigree are companion breeds,
but they are also hunting and working dogs. You’ll have an
outstanding buddy in a Cockapoo, but not a lap dog!

 


Although either of the pedigree breeds can
serve as the sire or dam in the pairing, typically the American
Cocker Spaniel is the dam. English Show Cocker Spaniels and English
Working Cocker Spaniels are also used, and sometimes favored, as
they have even fewer genetic issues than their American
cousins.

 


As the Cockapoo gene pool grows wider, there
will be less need for out breeding, which is the practice of mating
related pairs to achieve desired results. This is often done while
a breed is being cultivated for official recognition, but
discontinued as more acceptable mating pairs become available. Note
that this is not the case in the UK, where the CCGB inbreeding
co-efficient is less than 6.25% for all generations. Line breeding
to homogenize the blood is not permitted.

 


It should be noted, however, that many
Cockapoos are still “first generation” or “F1” dogs, directly
resulting from the mating of a Cocker Spaniel and a Poodle. For
this reason, descriptions of the dogs and of life with them still
draw heavily on the perceived blending of known qualities in the
pedigree foundation breeds.
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In the United Kingdom, the Cockapoo Club of
Great Britain is the official registration body for Cockapoos. They
say:

 


“We have a strict Code of Ethics and are
promoting a BREEDING standard over and above a BREED standard. We
embrace the variations in appearance as this is not intended as a
Show dog. As the definition of a pure breed is a dog that will
breed true to type, the only way to achieve this is to in-breed to
homogenize the blood, the CCGB has guidelines to keep any
in-breeding co-efficient to below 6.25% – therefore it is unlikely
that a common look will evolve within UK Cockapoos until we are
somewhere near F9 or F10 generations. Health and fit for purpose is
the primary objective and a breeder inspection protocol to ensure
first hand that all CCGB Approved Breeders are ethical and truly
care for their dogs and the environment that their puppies are
raised. The CCGB do not vie for or indeed need or want the
endorsement of any other organisation.”

 


Physical Characteristics

 


Achieving a consistent look for a crossbred
dog is always something of a coin toss. Cockapoos do not “breed
true,” meaning that it is difficult to attain predictable physical
characteristics. Some Cockapoos bear a greater resemblance to their
Cocker Spaniel parent, while others are more like Poodles.

 


All, however, are active, agile dogs. They
run like the very wind, enjoy games of fetch and show an avid
interest in swimming. They need regular exercise, and without it,
may have a tendency to pack on the pounds. Paradoxically, however,
they are perfectly happy living in small areas like apartments.

 


There is a great variation in color,
including all of the following:

 


• black

• tan, in a range from beige to buff

• red, in a range from auburn to apricot

• browns (light to dark)

• sable (brown with tipping, shaded in
black)

• white / cream

• silver (very rare)

• brindle (very rare)

• merle (very rare)

• roan

• phantom (black, tan and white )

• parti - black and white or brown and
white

 


The color can be solid or the dogs can have
colored patches, spots, ticking or other complex markings. The
quality of the coat varies from sleek to curly, but is typically
fast growing, necessitating regular grooming to prevent matting.
Daily brushing is highly recommended.

 


Size and weight varies by the type of Poodle
used in the breeding pair, with the following “standards”
resulting:

 


• Teacup Cockapoos average less than 6 lbs. /
2.72 kg and stand under 10 inches / 25.4 cm.

• Toy Cockapoos weigh up to 12 lbs. / 5.44
kg, can reach 10 inches / 25.4 cm and tend to have a sturdy
build.

• Miniature Cockapoos fall in a range of
13-18 lbs. / 5.89-6.35 kg and stand between 11-14 inches /
27.94-35.56 cm.

• Standard or Maxi Cockapoos weigh more than
19 lbs. / 8.61 kg and are at least 15 inches / 38.1 cm in
stature.

 


Again, there can be a fairly wide degree of
variation from one dog to the next, but these ranges are generally
reliable. For this reason, always ask what kind of Poodle was
chosen to create the Cockapoo mix. On average, the lifespan of all
Cockapoos is 12 to 15 years.

 


In the United Kingdom, sizes differ from
above. Stephen Charlton, chairman of the Cockapoo Club of Great
Britain, says:

 


“In the UK, we have markedly different sizes
for each of the categories – we don’t (yet) have any Teacup
Cockapoos (and nor would we want them), but we would certainly
expect a UK Teacup to be well under 10 inches. Toy Cockapoos DO
range from 9 inches to as much as 16 inches (we have firsthand
examples in the fur here in the UK). Miniature Cockapoos on average
are about 15 inches to the shoulder, though we also see them range
from 10 inches through to 22 inches (genuinely factual), and
Standard Cockapoos can also be between 16 and 24 inches in
reality.

 


It’s more about the genetics in the actual
parents and even recessive genes that mean a breeder cannot
guarantee a specific outcome unless they have older puppies for
that specific pairing to compare against – we are also experiencing
in the UK a greater incidence of ‘sisters’ being as much as an inch
or two smaller than their respective ‘brothers’ in the majority
(not all) cases.”

 


Personality and Temperament

 


Understand from the beginning that Cockapoos
have a reputation for being needy. They should not be left alone
for long periods of time, and crate training is recommended to deal
with their bouts of separation anxiety. If not addressed, this
anxiety can manifest in very destructive chewing and digging,
although this trait does not reflect the current reputation in the
majority of English-bred Cockapoos, especially those ethically
bred.

 


Beyond this tendency, all Cockapoo owners
agree that these dogs have a unique temperament and personalities
that can be a little quirky, even comical. Poodles and Cocker
Spaniels are regarded as among the most intelligent of all dog
breeds; so it should come as no surprise that Cockapoos are almost
scary smart!

 


If a Cockapoo is not kept happily engaged
intellectually and is allowed to become bored, you will have
problems on your hands. While aggression is not at all common with
these dogs, they will come up with highly inventive and usually
destructive ways to keep themselves entertained. These can range
from barking and jumping, to improper elimination and even
self-destructive scratching.

 


It is imperative that a Cockapoo not be asked
to just hang around all day doing nothing. Being a couch potato is
not in their DNA. These dogs excel at negotiating obstacle courses
and are prime candidates for agility training. They love puzzle
toys and are surprisingly powerful chewers, requiring the strongest
synthetic bones available. There is a positive to this fact,
however, since constructive chewing relieves stress and is
excellent for the animal’s teeth and jaws.

 


You will often find the Cockapoo copying your
behavior – if you are on the couch, they want to be there with you;
if you are at the computer, they are laying at your feet; but if
you pick up a leash – well, all of a sudden they are jumping up and
down saying, “I want to go!”

 


So long as a Cockapoo has adequate physical
and mental stimulation, you will be hard pressed to find any dog
that is more consistently friendly. They are ready to play at the
drop of a hat and get along brilliantly with other dogs at dog
parks and daycare facilities. Often a buoyant Cockapoo takes the
lead in getting quieter dogs in the middle of the current game,
rather like a four-legged cruise director.

 


Cockapoos also have a charming reputation for
their intuitive natures. They don’t just pick up on your daily
routines, but also on your current emotional state. This
sensitivity makes them excellent therapy dogs. If you are crying,
expect to have a very concerned dog at your elbow licking away your
tears and trying to address and “fix” the problem.

 


While this is a sweet and endearing trait, in
some instances it works to the detriment of the dog’s wellbeing. In
the presence of long-term anxiety on the part of their human,
Cockapoos can dissolve into a state of nervous collapse
themselves.

 


Certainly you can’t always control what life
throws at you, but realize that your dog will pick up on your state
of mind and react accordingly. If you are calm, your dog will be
calm.

 


Health

 


The Cockapoo is made up of a number of types
of Poodles (Standard, Miniature and Toy) and Cocker Spaniels (Show
Type, Working Type and American) that all come with their own
health issues.

 


As both breeds have the potential to suffer
from the same genetic eye conditions, ensure that the parents have
been genetically tested for inherited conditions when purchasing a
puppy or undertaking future breeding. A list of these conditions
can be obtained from the Kennel Club (GB) and the American Kennel
Club.

 


Please note that some testing and claimed
test results can be a simple spot check carried out by a vet and
cannot nor should not be used as an alternative to the actual
genetic testing result.

 


Consideration is necessary when continuing
the breeding of F1b, F2 and F3 puppies, along with all the
necessary health checks. When breeding past F1, the buyer / breeder
would need to pay extra attention to the ancestry of each parent to
avoid the potential of in-breeding.

 


The Cockapoo Puppy

 


There is nothing more fun than bringing a new
puppy home, even if some of that fun involves memories of epic,
puppy-generated messes! Puppies are a huge responsibility no matter
how much you love them, and they take a lot of work.

 


The first few weeks with any dog is a hugely
important period of time that shapes the animal’s adult behavior
and temperament. What every new pet owner hopes is that in the end
he will have a well-mannered, obedient and happy companion.

 


These goals are not just met by going through
all the correct steps of puppy proofing, house training, grooming
and feeding. Critical socialization must also occur, including
crate training, to prevent problem behaviors like whining, biting
or jumping before they become engrained habits in the dog’s
mind.

 


To achieve these goals, you have to
understand the breed with which you’re working. That is, frankly,
not as easy with a hybrid or crossbred dog. The idea is that in
combining two well-known and beloved breeds, you will get the best
of both. That’s a nice idea, but it doesn’t always work out in
practical application. It is far more difficult to predict a
crossbred dog’s traits. Simply put, not all Cockapoos are the
same.

 


There are general traits that have come to be
associated with the Cockapoo as the hybrid combination has become
more prevalent, and these insights will continue to be refined over
time. Just know from the start that you are working with a small
dog equipped with a massive personality.

 


With Other Pets

 


Cockapoos are perpetually happy by
disposition, affectionate and people oriented. They get along with
everyone and everything: the very old, the very young and other
pets.

 


They are, however, extremely energetic and
enthusiastic dogs, qualities that may not go over well with the
family cat. Both species are also known for their strong
territorial urges, which can cause major clashes.

 


If you can’t engineer a total peace
agreement, détente is usually an option. Do not force the animals
to interact or to spend time together. When the puppy first
arrives, put the little dog in its crate and allow the cat to check
out the new arrival. Expect feline caution and disapproval, often
vocal.
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Supervise all subsequent interactions,
reinforcing good behavior with treats and praise, but not
over-reacting to aggression or “trash talking.” At this stage, the
puppy is likely the one in need of rescuing from potential
sharp-clawed swipes. Just separate the animals with a firm “no” and
try again later. Understand that this can go on for several weeks
until your pets reach some form of agreement whose terms only they
will fully understand.

 


As for other kinds of pets, exercise
reasonable caution and use your common sense. Obviously no dog
should be allowed to play with a rabbit, for instance. By and
large, however, Cockapoos leave other animals alone. The reason
they’re so bad to devil the family cat is because they’ll get a
reaction. A gold fish floating in a bowl or a bird sitting in a
cage is not nearly so interesting.
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