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      In a world where distractions abound and the allure of worldly pursuits is ever-present, the task of nurturing young hearts into disciples of Christ is more critical than ever. The message contained within these pages was delivered by Theodore Andoseh at a World University of Prayer And Fasting (WUPF) course for children aged 10–18 in Koume, from the 9th to the 11th of February 2023.

      The author takes us on a curated exposé on how attraction begets admiration, admiration begets imitation, and imitation begets transformation. It is a journey to understand the profound impact of attraction and admiration in discipling children for Jesus.

      Many may be surprised to learn that there came a time in Jesus’ earthly life when He ran away from home. The question arises: when did the Lord run away, and why? Through careful examination, we uncover that something irresistibly attracted the Lord Jesus, compelling Him to seek it out. It is in this revelation, alongside other inspirations such as from the lives of Mary, John the Baptist, Timothy, and the disciples of Samuel, that we find the power of attraction and admiration as mighty tools in shaping the hearts of our children for Christ.

      As ministers to children and parents alike, our mission is clear: to direct the admiration of children heavenward, guiding them towards a deep and transformative relationship with their Saviour. The stories and testimonies within these pages serve as a testament to the profound impact of nurturing admiration for the things of God in the hearts of our youth.

      May this book serve as an inspiration to all who seek to become effective disciple-makers for the children entrusted to their care. Let us turn to the Bible and glean wisdom as we endeavour to raise a generation of worshippers who walk with God from their earliest days.

      
        
        Koume, 30th January 2024

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      I want twenty children to come and stand in front here. I want each one of you to tell me somebody that you admire: in your school, in your church, in your locality, or on television; somebody that you admire.

      The exercise we have done is a very serious exercise. Admiration produces imitation. The exercise we have done is very serious; the person you admire, you will find easy to imitate.

      Admiration produces imitation.

      Admiration produces imitation.

      And imitation produces transformation.

      What our children admire, they will imitate. What they imitate, they will become. What our children admire, they will imitate. What they imitate, they will become. That is because admiration produces imitation, and imitation produces transformation.

      Admiration produces imitation, and imitation produces transformation.

      Admiration produces imitation, and imitation produces transformation.

      We ought to pray for our children and pray hard, that they will admire the right people, and be attracted to the right people;-

      
        	in their age groups,

        	amongst older people,

        	in their environment,

        	in the personalities of they encounter in their studies

        	and the personalities in their entertainment.

      

      If your child admires the wrong person, you are doomed, because admiration will produce imitation and imitation will produce transformation.

      In the Bible, four ministers to children knew it. They carried their children to go and see Jesus, so that Jesus might touch them.So that the children might feel Jesus, His tenderness, His love and remember it. Many parents carried their children to go and see Jesus, so that they would love Him, so that He would bless them, so that He would touch them. They expected something from that encounter with Jesus. Even though the children might not have understood the Gospel, even though the children might not have been in need of healing, they brought the children to meet Jesus, to be touched by Jesus. This is because the ministry to children and the building of children come down to the mighty principle of attraction and admiration.

      What the children admire, they will imitate; what they imitate, they will become. So, in discipling children, it is important that we offer to them icons that they can admire. If what the child remembers about the minister to children are some old women who never laugh, who always have a cane, and who use the cane very generously, we have discipled them away from the church.

      When we started the training of ministers to children, in the course we had in Mokolo, one of the things I insisted on is that every minister to children should cry to God for favour and should do everything to be liked. A minister to children’s first ministry is to make themselves loved and admired; otherwise, all is lost. Admiration, imitation, transformation, that is the principle of discipling children.

      If we fail in producing admiration, we have lost everything.

      I want us to understand very simply and believe what we are saying. If you take your child and send on holidays to an uncle who is richer than you, who buys him a bicycle out of just simple love, that act remains in your child’s mind, he will admire your uncle, not you; because you have never bought him even an ice cream. You will have shown him somebody to admire. He will admire that person and begin to absorb all that person does and values.

      If a child sits down with the mother and always hears the mother regretting: “Oh, I did not finish school”, the child ends up knowing that those who finish school are happy. And the mother is not happy, even though she is a believer, because she never finished school. You will have told your child not to admire you, not to be attracted to you, because you did not finish school. Your child now knows what makes people unhappy: when they do not finish school. They don’t see you rejoicing in your salvation! They don’t see you thanking God for His mercies! They see you always sighing!

      I had a young girl that was living with me, the daughter of some missionaries. When she was very small, every time I went to their house, the parents would cook some special food. So, she knew that I was somebody very important, I was a missionary. She was eight years old. When I got home and I hugged her, she would tell me: “Uncle when I grow up, I will be a missionary-doctor”. I will be a missionary like you, and I will be a doctor by schooling.

      Her parents also went on the mission field, and she went with them. After some years, she came back to live with me and continued her studies. Then one day, she told me: “Uncle, you remember when I was small, I used to tell you that when I grow up, I will be a missionary-doctor. Now, I have dropped the missionary; I will be a doctor.” I said: “why?” She said: “You see, I went on the mission field with my parents. Every time my father stands up to preach, he tells the church how they don’t appreciate how much the missionary life has cost him, and that before he became a missionary, when he used to be a big teacher, his students appreciated him, now he comes to church and the brethren talk to him anyhow.” So, the little girl told me: “My father says it over and over and over. So, I concluded that he regrets being a missionary, and that the best part of his life was when he was a big teacher. So, uncle, how can I see what has frustrated my parents and want to do it? Drop the missionary part; I will be a medical doctor.” And she is a medical doctor today, and not a missionary.

      By the things we admire and even by the way we talk, we are telling people what to admire. If we are always complaining, why should our children become like us? When people visit us, our children see, they see those we give attention to. They see those that we treat with importance. If we treat those who are poor very carelessly, and we are obsequious to those who have big cars, we are telling them who to admire, we are forming their values, we are offering them models.

      What attracts us, we will admire. What we admire, we will imitate, and what we imitate, we will become.

      If you want to summarise it, all that attracts a man is what the man will become. All that attracts a man is what that man will end up becoming, and it starts in childhood. When you buy a new dress for a child, tell them: “Thank God, because He is the one who gave us money to buy this dress. When there is food on the table, you don’t just jump on the food like a pagan. You tell the child: “Sit down! Let us thank God who provides for our daily bread.” Someday, that child will know that all good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, so we thank the Lord. We thank the Lord for His love. We thank the Lord and we thank the Lord for all His love… “that is how we harvested our plantain.” All good gifts around us, are sent from heaven above. That is why we thanked the Lord and we thank Him, for He loves us. Where does that come from? It comes not from teaching hymns, it comes from thanking God for food on the table every day. It comes from referring the child to God, the Doer of all good. I don’t mean that you tell the children to thank God; No! But that they see you thank God, and they join you to thank God, to thank God for waking up in the morning, to thank God at the end of a hard day’s work. We thank God for all his good deeds.

      If we teach the characters of the Bible without the goal of making them attractive, they will know the Bible stories and admire worldly musicians.

      
        
        Attraction produces admiration,

        Admiration will produce imitation,

        Imitation will produce transformation,

      

      

      and we shall have made a disciple, and we shall have produced a disciple.

      We have many rivals that are fighting with us. We have a lot of rivals. In the family, you may bring your wicked cousin who steals groundnuts and gives your child to eat.Your child then admires this uncle who always gives him forbidden groundnuts. When that uncle tells him to do something, he will do it with joy. When that uncle tells him: “When you go to papa’s room, check in his pocket, if you  see some coins, bring them!” Your child will do it. And that is how your child will begin to be misguided. His uncle will not plainly have told him to steal. He started simply by giving him sweets and groundnut time and again, in secret. He eventually gains the child’s trust.  And, right before you, another is ‘taking care’ of your child better than you.  Some perversion in us believes that when we have given birth to a child, that child must love us automatically; so, we make no effort to be close to the child and influence him, especially the influence that captivates. And lo, some other person brings it into the life of our children. Discipleship is influence.

      We have about five programmes for children each year:

      
        	There is this course in February. And over the years, I have laboured to use it as a course for the discipling of the children. We started it as a course for Headquarters’ children. My burden was that if we produce some children who start being disciples of Jesus Christ very early , they will go very far.

        	In June, we labour to encourage profile children. We take those who became great leaders and then, we study how they laid the foundation of their greatness when they were children. Because if we bring our children to lay the foundations that these profiles of the Bible did, then our ministry will always have great spiritual profiles.

        	In the youth camps, we want to train the children to know God and be useful to God, at the stage where they are now. We want the children to learn how to be useful to God.

        	And we have the School of Knowing and serving God (SKSG) course for the profile children, our small school of prophets, where we want to produce those who walk in holiness and know God.

      

      Last year in this course, I shared with the children how to become champions for God. . I have a burden this year. Last year, I spoke about champions; but this year, I want to speak about worshippers, children who are worshippers. It is the object of our worship that we admire and that transforms us.

      The key word this year is ‘worshipper’; last year, it was ‘champion’.  The children’s version of the SKSG is for them to develop deep knowledge of God, to walk with God, so that God may have people that He can use, people like Mary, John the Baptist, and the others that the Lord used. And, even if God does not use them (like the disciples of Samuel),  there will always be people in CMFI who walk with God because they have done so right from childhood.

      Do we know the names of all the youngsters that Samuel trained?  They were still young when Samuel recruited them to build them as his disciples. He taught them to pray, he taught them music, he taught them singing, and he taught them to play musical instruments. And when they started singing and dancing, even the men who were on mission to kill fell under the power of the Holy Spirit. We do not know all their names, but we thank God that these few children gathered around Samuel. They are not profiles. However, they are people who changed the spiritual atmosphere and environment in the entire nation through their prayers, through their praise.

      So, this year, for this course, we shall learn how to build our children into true disciples of the Lord Jesus-Christ, practically, from where they are, not with big words like accountability, but by observing simple principles.
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