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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      Across his writings, Professor Fomum never avoided hard truths. He believed that love tells the truth even when the truth cuts deeply. In God, Debts, and You, he deals with one of the most sensitive and widespread problems in the modern church—the bondage of debt.

      From the very first page, the reader encounters a voice that is pastoral, urgent, and prophetic. This book is not polite talk about finances; it is a rescue operation. With Scripture blazing like a torch, the author exposes:

      
        
          	
        how debt enslaves,
      

      	
        how it dishonours God,
      

      	
        how it cripples spiritual authority,
      

      	
        how it curses a believer’s finances,
      

      	
        and how it silently erodes intimacy with God.
      

      

      

      The testimonies found in these pages—including painful experiences from the author himself—speak louder than theory. On page after page, Professor Fomum pleads with the believer to break free, to rise into faith, and to refuse the compromise that has buried many destinies.

      Reading this book is like sitting with a father who speaks plainly because he wants his children to escape tragedy. It is strong medicine—the kind that heals thoroughly.

      If you let the message work on you, this book will become a turning point in your relationship with money, integrity, and faith.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      In God, Debts and You, I have said it all. The truths in this small book are like those in our other book, Divorce and Remarriage. They are crude, raw and uncanny. In this book, I have spoken the truth as I shall speak it before the throne on that day.

      I have not spoken my own ideas. What I have said has been done after a careful study of God’s word and after hard earned experience over the years. I have had some very painful experiences with debts, such that I could understand the Scriptures first hand.

      The Bible says,

      
        
        “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7).

      

      

      Debts, loans or borrowing enslave people, curse their finances and reduce them to slavery!

      What the word of God says cannot be broken. It will always stand. You better believe it, accept it and obey it. Jesus said that heaven and earth would pass away, but His words would never pass away (Luke 21:33).

      God is against debts, just as He is against divorce. God hates debts just as He hates divorce. The Lord God of Israel says,

      
        
        “I hate divorce, and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment…So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith” (Malachi 2:16).

      

      

      I would like you to know that debts are a big question mark put on God’s integrity. It is accusing Him for not being able to supply your needs. Everyone who has taken a debt has regretted. Every debtor has cursed his blessings.

      As a precious child of God, you ought to turn to Him for your total supply. He will not fail you. He will surely provide every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).

      
        
        God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? (Numbers 23:19).

      

      

      We send this small book out with the prayer that God should use it to deliver the multitudes that are steeped and mired in the bondage of debts. It is our prayer that our God should use this book to produce multitudes of overcomers who lend to many nations and borrow from none.

      Harare, 20th September 2000

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      God is totally against debts. It is tragic for any believer in Christ to take debts. Instead of lending to many nations as commanded, how can anyone be borrowing from others? Instead of paying God’s debt of love, how can anyone be soaked in debts to men? It cannot be understood.

      The apostle Paul says, “What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithfulness? Not at all! Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: "So that you may be proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge." I will stand with God and refuse to be any man’s slave through debts.

      Two events in my own life back the fact that God is against debts. In 1978, we were building the house in Bamenda that cost 25 million Francs excluding the fence that cost 3 million. The builder said, “Let us hurry.” So, we took a loan of 1.2 million Francs.

      Immediately we took the loan, we were told that they were going to build the presidency in Bamenda on our plot, and that we should stop building. The bank cut 100,000 francs per month for the loan. Everything stopped. After 18 months the bank had finished cutting the loan and when it was finished, the project of building the presidency also died!

      One day, I was flying from Bamenda with Governor. He said to me, “Go and start building your house.” So, everybody almost lost their investments there because of me. A loan is the devil brought into one’s finances, and the person will cry beyond measure. I was ignorant then; but those of you who know and disobey, God will strike you. If you have taken a debt and put it on a child, you have cursed him. Why should you be such a wicked father or mother to bring a curse on a child?

      The second event is that there was an assistant lecturer in our Chemistry Department who came to me and asked, “Will you endorse me to take a loan from the bank?” I said, “Yes.” I went and signed his loan papers in the bank. I became his collateral or guarantee. Not long afterwards he died! I had to pay the rest of his debt since I signed that if he did not pay, I would have to pay. It was the Rhema of God to me about helping people to go into debts. When you have been through fire, you know how to behave next time.

      Every loan I have ever given to anyone in my life, I have lost it. The borrower did not pay it back. When I went to Germany in 1978, the brethren gave me 900,000 Francs as honorariums from the meetings at which I preached. Brother Peter told me to give 200,000 francs to Philip and he (Brother Peter) would replace the money by buying me a P.A. system, since I did not yet have one for my ministry. I gave the money to Philip, but Brother Peter never remembered borrowing it. He never gave it back. As for the 700,000 Francs that remained, Brother Ebako borrowed it. Brother Ebako took the money and said, “If I chop some man-yi money, make God punish me.” But I never got one franc back. But I paid the money to the ministry. Every debtor has lost intimacy with God and he knows it.

      DEBTS, INVESTMENTS AND SAVINGS

      A debtor is blocked spiritually. A debt is a burden and no one runs a race successfully with a burden. For a long time now, God has been saying — No debts! No debts! No debts! Have you prospered in your debts? If you face it, you will discover that you became poorer in your debts.

      A debtor is impoverished. Generally, a debt blocks God’s blessing. In taking debts, the debtor is accusing God for not providing his needs or for not providing them enough. Is it not lack of contentment? How much did Jesus owe? Taking debts is a sign of lack of contentment.

      It is falsehood to spend money that has not been laboured for. You cannot be in debts and be saving money. It is falsehood. Yet God commands all His people to invest for returns and to save for the future. His strong recommendation is for everyone to invest as a way of life. Then next to investment, He recommends that everyone should save for the future, for a rainy day and for unforeseen contingencies.

      In Matthew 25:14-31, Jesus says,

      
        
        “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.

        The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.

        "After a long time, the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'

        "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'

        "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'

        "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.

        "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.”

      

      

      Lack of a savings account is a sign of a godless running of finances. It talks of a man who eats and forgets tomorrow. The wife of such a man is normally insecure. If God called you home today, what would happen to your wife, the children and others? If God called you home today, what would happen to your husband and family members?

      Everyone in debt can acknowledge that he is in debt by personal choice. If he had decided that debts were forbidden for him, he would not be in debt. A man of integrity will rather die than borrow. If not, how will miracles come? If you are in debts, may God rebuke you! May God rebuke you for blocking miracles, signs and wonders from manifesting in your life and ministry.
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