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I can’t sleep. It’s Christmas Eve, and the house is silent except for the soft whir of the heater. My mind’s racing, filled with thoughts of the gingerbread cookies downstairs and...Sebastian. Ugh, Sebastian. My brother’s best friend, ten years older than me, and the bane of my existence for the next two weeks, since my parents invited him to stay here while he’s apartment hunting. He’s also the star of way too many of my secret fantasies, which is ridiculous because I’ve never even kissed a guy, let alone done anything else.

I saw him earlier today when he arrived, and god, he’s still as sexy as I remembered. Maybe even more so. His brown hair was slightly messy from the drive, and that crooked smile of his made my heart skip a beat. It’s not fair for someone to look that good in just jeans and a t-shirt.

I roll over, burying my face in my pillow. I just want to enjoy my winter break from college. Why did he have to show up now? It’s been two years since I last saw him—the summer before freshman year—when he was so undeniably hot that it made my heart race every time he smiled. I remember how I started crushing on him, imagining what it would be like to be with someone so charming and confident. I was hoping for a peaceful holiday, free from distractions. Now, all I can think about is how much I want him to see me as a woman, to be the one to finally show me what it’s like to be with someone.

Sebastian’s always been this unattainable fantasy, the older guy who never saw me as anything more than his best friend’s little sister. But these past two years at college, I’ve changed. I’ve grown up, and now that he’s here, all those buried feelings are surfacing again, stronger than ever.

Can I change my entire persona and become a confident, sexual goddess and seduce him in two weeks? Probably not. I’m the good girl who always colors within the lines, and having a holiday fling with an older guy is definitely not something I’d normally consider. But god, I want him. I want to. And lately, my fantasies have taken a naughtier turn than just vanilla sex. I can’t help but imagine him scolding me for being bad, his hand coming down on my...No. I shouldn’t think about that. It’s too embarrassing.

My stomach grumbles loudly. Those cookies are calling my name. Maybe a midnight snack will help me sleep and distract me from my hopeless crush. I slide out of bed, still wearing my pajama pants and shirt. I tiptoe down the hallway, guided by the glow of the nightlight. The hardwood floor is cold beneath my feet, and I wish I had remembered to put on socks. Oh well, I’ll bring the cookies back upstairs and eat them in bed.

I’m almost to the kitchen when I hear it—a soft rustle, then a muted click. Is someone else awake? I freeze, straining my ears. Another click. It’s coming from the living room.

Curiosity has me inching towards the sound. I peek around the corner and there’s Sebastian, in front of the Christmas tree. He’s wearing nothing but a Santa hat, his phone held out in front of him. Click. Another naked selfie. The twinkling tree lights highlight every muscle, every curve of his body. I’m not able to hold in my gasp.
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