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“HAVE I MENTIONED HOW much I really don’t want to take this case?” Lián complained, staring out of the van window and playing nervously with her hair. 

“Numerous times since we got the call,” replied Angie.  The blonde didn’t even bother to take her eyes off the road to acknowledge her friend’s complaints. 

Gloria turned around from the passenger seat to face Lián.  “Look, we know how much you hate clowns, but this is a fairly high-profile assignment,” she explained.  “Barker’s Circus is one of the last few remaining circuses in the country, and resolving this haunting could really establish us in the paranormal investigation space.”

“But why does it have to be a ghost clown?” whined Lián.  “Why not a ghost strongman, or even a ghost elephant?”

Angie huffed.  “It’s probably not even a ghost.  Most likely, it’s just some animal rights activist in a clown suit trying to shut them down.”

Lián crossed her arms and looked out the window.  “Either way, it’s still a creepy clown.”

Gloria turned toward Angie.  “Why do you automatically dismiss everything?  Barker’s has a history going back well over a hundred years, so a real haunting is definitely possible.  Besides, what about Katie’s spirit from the beach house?”

Angie shrugged.  “Okay, I’ll give you the fact that spirits exist, however the whole reason we were called out there ended up having almost nothing to do with her.”

Gloria wanted to argue, but it was pointless.  Their first two cases hadn’t gone like she’d hoped, even though they ended up solving the cases and receiving payment.  Still, the three of them made a good team.  Although Angie was a skeptic, she was a mechanical guru with a keen eye for details.  Lián, while more open-minded, knew technology like no one else and had a knack for creative solutions.  Gloria herself had been raised in a spiritual environment and done a lot of reading on various legends, lore, and other aspects of the supernatural. 

As she began to open her mouth, Gloria changed her mind.  Lián was already upset, and there was no reason to aggravate Angie, too. 

The conversation lightened up a bit after that, and an hour later, Angie pulled the van into the entrance to Barker’s Circus.  Following the instructions they were given, they drove around the main tent and found the small building that served as an office.  There was a single pickup truck parked next to it, and Angie pulled up alongside. 

The main door opened, and a man came out to greet them.  Even without his ringmaster getup, Gloria recognized Raymond Barker, the current owner of the circus.  In his mid-fifties, the portly man with the obviously-dyed jet-black hair looked worried and agitated. 

As the girls got out of the van, his demeanor changed.  He’d been expecting a group of unkempt weirdos, but instead he was greeted by a buxom blonde; a tall, shapely Latina; and a short, but curvy Asian girl.  All three wore tight jeans and snug-fitting T-shirts, leaving little to the imagination. 
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