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The new guy at the Korean corner store was different than the others somehow. He was bigger, for one thing. Really big. Tall, over six feet, and broad shouldered. He had a face like a movie star. For the first few days he was there, he would stand proudly on the sidewalk, smiling at people walking by. It was almost as if he was the product, the new, new thing that was on offer. I kind of felt like we should know who he was, or ask for a selfie with him or something. Like he might be famous somewhere else.

After he settled in, the big guy started rearranging the flowers and plants that ringed the outside of the store. He took care in this work, and it seemed like he had a real vision for how things should look. It was an improvement. The plants looked far more inviting and attractive than they had in the past. The others at the store sometimes teased and kidded the big guy. From my spot at the coffee shop across the street, I could see them laughing, poking at him or clapping him on the back.
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