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      Bernadette Samuelson stood looking down the steeply, hilled street, staring at the crowd of people. They were celebrating some sports victory. A parade was moving down the cross street. She could see players riding on a large truck, waving at the wall to wall crowd.

      She had no interest in sorts, didn’t know if the celebration was football or soccer, but felt pleased the city was enjoying itself.

      No getting to the cafe without going through the masses of people. She’d stop in at the deli instead, grab a sandwich and eat standing at the counter.

      Bernie held the neck of her coat closed, and faced into the brutal wind and rain, squinting to keep the water out.

      People rushed past her, wearing bright green and  blue. On their way to join in the celebration.

      Was she the only one not celebrating today? She couldn’t be the only person in the city who disliked sports.

      These days, she disliked everything. Since her sister, Joanna, died from cancer, Bernie had hated everything. Her work, her friends, the world. It had been an entire year now.

      Her world had shrunk to the job she used to love, and her apartment. She didn’t go out, didn’t see anyone.

      She’d grown bitter, and especially this winter with the lack of light, she’d gotten more and more depressed. Seemingly helpless to turn things around. Even though she could see it happening.

      And now, a week before Christmas, she had to find a gift. The office was doing a secret Santa thing. She’d drawn Tara’s name. Tara liked all things vintage.

      So after work she’d take a bus to the Fremont district and check out the antique shops. See if she couldn’t find something in the ten to fifteen dollar range allowed.

      Even though she didn’t want to.

      Bernie just wanted to go home, eat her dinner and watch a movie. Or read a book. Escape from her life.

      She opened the door to the deli and the scent of pastrami, chili and strong coffee hit her like a wall. Friday was always chili day. The line was short at least. Everyone was at the parade.

      Bernie studied the menu trying to decide what she felt like eating for lunch. She’d memorized the list long ago. Nothing sounded interesting.

      When her turn came, she said, “I’ll have a cup of vegetable soup. For here.” At least it would be healthy and lower in calories than anything else.
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