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For every kid who was scared once...

“ In the quiet moments when the world feels different...”

and brave enough to stay curious.
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How to Use This eBook
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Welcome, brave reader!

You’ve joined The Spooky Squad once again – VOL 2 this time, the mysteries move faster, the shadows feel closer, and curiosity matters more than ever.

This edition is designed for cozy reading - under a blanket, on a road trip, or read aloud before bedtime.

	Read the story



	Each chapter is a spooky short story about Max, Luna, Mia, Eli, and their loyal dog Shadow.

	Don’t worry - it’s more fun than fear (most of the time...).









	About the badges



	In the paperback or hardcover edition, you can color in and collect your Spooky Squad badges as you finish each story.

	These badges are part of the hands-on adventure and are not included in this eBook format.

	
If you’d like to collect all 10 spooky badges, grab the paperback or hardcover edition - they’re made for drawing, coloring, and displaying your achievements!










	Bonus Activities



	The paperback and hardcover editions include bonus activity pages with extra activities and spooky squad challenges.

	These activities are interactive and designed for real paper fun - so they’re not included in this Kindle version.

	But don’t worry - you still get the full storytelling experience here!





	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction
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If you've read The Spooky Squad: Mysterious Beginnings (VOL 1), then you already know our heroes. If you haven't - don't worry. You're about to meet them now.

In the small town of Willow Creek, where strange things happen more often than people like to admit, there lives a group of friends unlike any other. They aren't superheroes. They don't have magic powers or secret gadgets. But they have something better: sharp eyes, curious minds, and the kind of courage that shows up right when you need it most (well... most of the time).

They call themselves The Spooky Squad.


	
Max is the leader - always first to step forward, even when his heart beats a little too fast.


	
Luna is the thinker who notices what others miss and loves a good puzzle more than anything.


	
Mia is bold and playful, never afraid to laugh in the face of danger (or tease her friends along the way).


	
Eli is nervous and clumsy, but also the funniest - and sometimes the bravest when it matters most.


	
And then there's Shadow, their loyal dog, who causes chaos and saves the day in equal measure.




Together, they have one mission: to uncover the truth behind the spooky stories of Willow Creek. While everyone else runs away from creaky sounds, flickering lights, and creeping shadows, the Squad runs toward them, sometimes.

They've already solved mysteries that made other kids too scared to sleep. Haunted lockers. Whispering basements. Creepy carnivals. Ghostly bus rides. Each time, they found the truth hiding behind the fear.

But now, something is different.

School is over. Summer has begun. And the mysteries? They aren't staying in one place anymore.

This time, the strange sounds follow. The shadows move. The paths twist in ways they never did before. Willow Creek feels familiar... but also wrong, like a song played in the wrong key.

The Spooky Squad doesn't know it yet, but this summer will change everything.

Some mysteries can't be explained in one night. Some answers only come to those brave enough to keep looking.



Welcome back to Willow Creek. The mystery continues.
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1.  The Day Everything Changed
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The First Day of Freedom

The last school bell of the year rang at exactly three o'clock.

Max burst through the doors first, arms spread wide like he was greeting the sun itself. Luna followed close behind, clutching a brand-new notebook she had been saving all year just for summer. Mia cartwheeled across the grass, nearly crashing into a tree. And Eli - well, Eli tripped on the bottom step and tumbled onto the sidewalk with a thud.

"Ow," he muttered, rubbing his elbow.

"Summer!" Max shouted, ignoring Eli's fall. "Finally!"

Shadow barked and ran circles around the group, tail wagging so hard his whole body wiggled like a furry tornado.

The Spooky Squad had survived another school year. Haunted lockers, creepy carnivals, whispering basements, ghostly bus rides - they had faced it all. Now, three whole months of freedom stretched ahead of them like an open road with no speed limit.

"No homework," Mia said dreamily, staring at the sky. "No tests. No waking up early."

"No mysteries to solve," Eli added hopefully, finally standing up and brushing dirt off his shorts. "Just relaxing. Maybe some lemonade. Lots of naps. I'm thinking at least two naps a day. Maybe three."

Luna smiled but said nothing. She had a feeling summer wouldn't be as quiet as Eli hoped.

She was right.

Something Feels Wrong

The Squad decided to walk home the long way, through Willow Creek Park. The trees were thick with green leaves, and the afternoon sun painted golden stripes across the winding path. Birds sang in the branches above. Squirrels chased each other up the old oak trees.

Everything looked perfectly normal.

But something felt... off.

Max slowed his pace. His sneakers scraped against the dirt as he looked around. "Do you guys feel that?"

"Feel what?" Mia asked, stopping mid-skip.

"I don't know," Max admitted. "Like someone's watching us."

Eli immediately spun around, eyes wide as dinner plates. "Watching us? Who? Where? Is it a ghost? A monster? A ghost monster?" He grabbed his backpack straps like they were a lifeline. "I knew summer was too good to be true! Nothing good ever lasts!"

"Relax," Luna said calmly. "There's no one there. Look for yourself."

But even as she said it, she noticed something strange. The shadows under the trees seemed darker than usual. Longer. And when the wind blew through the branches, they didn't just sway - they stretched across the path like long, dark fingers reaching toward them.

Shadow stopped walking. His ears went flat against his head, and a low growl rumbled deep in his throat. The fur on his back stood up in a ridge.

"Okay," Mia whispered, stepping closer to the group. "Now I feel it too."

The Squad huddled together without even meaning to. The park was empty. No joggers on the path. No families having picnics. No kids riding bikes. Just them, the trees, and the shadows that seemed to creep closer with every passing second.

Then they heard it.

Crunch. Crunch. Crunch.

Footsteps. Behind them. Slow and steady, like something heavy walking on the path.

Eli grabbed Max's arm so hard his knuckles turned white. "Please tell me that's one of you. Please, please, please tell me someone is playing a prank."

"We're all right here," Luna whispered. "Nobody moved."

The footsteps stopped.

Silence filled the park. Even the birds had gone quiet.

The Squad turned around slowly, hearts pounding in their chests.

Nothing. The path behind them was completely empty. Just dirt and leaves and shadows.

"Maybe it was a squirrel?" Mia suggested, though she didn't sound convinced.

Crunch. Crunch. Crunch.

The footsteps started again. Closer this time.

The Chase

"Run," Max said.

Nobody argued.

The Spooky Squad took off down the path, sneakers slapping against the hard dirt. Shadow sprinted ahead, barking wildly at nothing and everything. The trees blurred past them - green and gold and shadow all mixed together.

Crunch. Crunch. Crunch.

The footsteps followed. Faster now. Closer. Matching their speed.

"It's gaining on us!" Eli wailed, his arms flailing as he ran. "This is how it ends! Chased by an invisible monster on the first day of summer! I didn't even get to have any lemonade!"
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