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Notes on the “Moving In” Series

“Moving In” is a story in serial form,
comprising 22 episodes.

After leaving the small town where she grew
up, and later raised her daughter, Betty had enjoyed twenty years
of naughty adventures while living in Chicago with a man who was as
offbeat, fun loving, and as full of sensuous shenanigans, as she.
Now, with her soul mate no longer living, she and her daughter have
decided it’s time for mom to move back to the small Illinois town
of Valley Ridge, and back into her old house, now owned and
occupied by her churchgoing, strait-laced, man-hating, middle-aged
daughter, Katherine.

Each looked forward to this arrangement with
a bit of hesitation. As you’ll see, this hesitation was
justified.


Episode 6

Girl Talk

Since Betty and Lester would be out shopping
for a basement sofa/BED all morning, Katherine arranged to get
together with her friend Mary Grawlix. (Known to her circle of
friends as “The Virgin Mary” or “TVM” for short). Katherine felt a
close connection with TVM although she was sad that Mary rarely
came to church these days. She thought it was because Mary’s
father, Reverend Grawlix, and Mary’s mother, Grace, had divorced
not long ago, and Mary had moved in with her mom to save money and
keep her company. Katherine and TVM had been best friends since
Mary’s family came to town fifteen years ago and the two young
women had attended church together regularly until recently.

These days, Mary worked as a bartender,
partly to annoy her father, and the two young women often got
together at the ‘Tipsy Wicket’ in the early afternoon where they
could chat before the bar opened, and sometimes on into the
evening. Katherine wasn’t a big drinker, but she was often the
recipient of a free drink or two when her friend TVM was behind the
bar. Their conversations, naturally, covered the difficulties of
dealing with one’s ancient seventyish mother, the annoyances, and
occasional pleasures of small towns, and mostly their long-standing
plan never to get involved with men.
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