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Dear reader,

This short book for children (with much information adults will also find interesting) - can be described as the most fact-filled work of fiction - about the hotly disputed Lokono-Arawak presence/non-presence in Barbados at the time of the English colonization of 1627.

On the one hand, are the old school die hard academics for whom the writings of the English colonists are taken as if they are veritable ‘Gospel truths’ - and woe upon anyone who does NOT have degrees to his/her name who dares to challenge their long held beliefs.  

However, the first English colonists of the continent of Australia also recorded that ‘no other people inhabited the land when they arrived’...a statement we ALL know to be a blatant lie. 

What Damon Corrie, himself arguably the most controversial - and best known voice of the Lokono-Arawak people to ever come out of the modern Caribbean,  is simply stating by producing this work...is that we should all remain open-minded to the very real possibility, that a small remnant surviving group of indigenous Lokono-Arawaks (with no hint or claim of any direct connection to his own Guyana Lokono-Arawak ancestry) COULD have been extant on the east coast of Barbados, in the area now known as ‘the Scotland District’, at the time the English colonists landed on the West Coast of Barbados, as for the first few decades of colonization - no English ship ever docked on the rugged and reef ‘infested’ East Coast of Barbados, it is an area that still has some of the original forest that once covered the entire island, and to this day still has many year-round freshwater sources - and wild food to eat (land crabs, freshwater crabs, doves, fruit pigeons, crayfish, and numerous fruit trees) brought here by the Amerindians, and there were even more food sources in the 17th century, certainly enough to easily support a remnant surviving population of even 100 Amerindians in the rugged Scotland District of East Coast Barbados.  

There are in fact, multiple colonial era writings that provide ample evidence for Damon’s theory as well, here are a few of them in chronological order: 

––––––––
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1627 – The first English settlers arrived, they claimed the island was uninhabited, but they soon discovered a traditional Amerindian made wooden bridge (made without nails or any other piece of metal), over the river where the city of Bridgetown is today, furthermore, it was in such good condition – that the settlers continued to use it for another 26 years, until 1654: when they finally replaced it with a European styled bridge. The first named the area ‘Indian Bridge’ and the river ‘Indian River’. 

NOTE – The Academics maintain that by 1540 no Amerindians inhabited Barbados, based on the ‘uninhabited’ statements made by passing Spanish and Portuguese ships that could only have landed on the West or South coasts – not the North or East coasts, and which could and would have been spotted by anyone on the island on the coasts or on high ground, long before anyone on the ships could have spotted a human on shore – as telescopes and binoculars were not invented until 1608 by the Dutch. 

It is logical that any Arawaks that had survived the slave raids by Spanish and Portuguese ships prior to 1540, would have told every other Arawak on the island about it, and therefore everyone would have known that when you see these ships on the horizon – run and hide if you want to save yourself...no wonder then – that the Spanish and Portuguese did not ‘see’ anyone on the island, I’m sure the Arawak islanders, though few in number by now, saw the European ships from hidden vantage points though.
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