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THE HOLT FAMILY AND ITS COAT OF ARMS


			 


			

			

				

					

					

				

				

					

							

							MOTTO:


						

							

							“Exaltavit humiles” (He exalted the humble)


						

					


					

							

							ARMS:


						

							

							Azure, two bars or, in chief a crosse formée fitchée of the last.


						

					


					

							

							CREST:


						

							

							A squirrel sejant or, holding a hazel branch, slipped and fruchted all proper.


						

					


				

			





			 


			This coat of arms, with crest and motto is recorded as authentic for Nicholas Holt, who came from Warwickshire, England on the ship “James”, and settled in Newberry, Mass. in the year 1635. His family traces back to the Holts of Aston Hall, Warwickshire, who were descended from John atte Holt {i.e. John living at Holt), during the reign of Edward II.


			These arms are also shown for the Holts of Erdington Hall, Warwickshire, indicating common ancestry. Sir Thomas Holt, of the Aston Hall line was Sheriff of Warwickshire in 1597, and was created a baronet in 1612.


			The surname Holt refers to the locality of origin, meaning, “at the holt”, a grove por wood. Towns of this name are to be found in a number of counties in England. Early English records, including the “Hundred Rolls” of 1273 list this family name. At this early date, however, the name is usually prefixed De, De la, Del, or LeHolt. It also appears as Holte.


			In 1644, Nicholas Holt, with nine other settlers removed to what is now Andover, Mass. He was evidently a surveyor, or engineer, for various records refer to roads which he was commissioned to lay out. He was married to Elizabeth Short in England, and she bore him four sons and four daughters. She died at Andover in 1656, and he married (second) Hannah Rolfe. They had one son and one daughter.


			By the end of the seventeenth century branches of this family were to be found in a number of places in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. Today, branches of this old and distinguished family can be found in every state in the Union, and they are well represented in the arts, sciences and professions, as well as the world of commerce.


			To those desiring more detailed information concerning this family, the following references are suggested:


			•Crozier’s “General Armory”, 1904 edition.


			•Burke’s “General Armory”, 1878 edition.


			•“Americana”, Vol. 19, pub. 1925 by American Historical Society, Inc.


			Published by Moms Bros., deVillers & Co. Inc., 254 West 34th Street, New York I, N.Y.


			









FORWARD


			On July 6, 1980 the southwest was devastated by intense heat, which affected many of the elder citizens of Dallas, Texas. Harry Whitney Holt (1892–1980) was one of the six who perished in this heat wave. Among his personal effects, was found a small leather booklet, which belonged to his Grandfather, Rev. James Madison Holt. This booklet recorded two hundred and thirty marriages witnessed and identified by Rev. Holt during his ministry from 1842 to 1900. Most of these parties were from Lewis, Knox, Clark and Marion County, Missouri (Northeast Missouri).


			It is the hope of the author that the history of many Missouri families may be advanced by the publication of this book. Great care was taken to duplicate the exact spelling of each name, however it should be noted that the manuscript was hand written and subject to errors.


			The author’s biography is longer than most because he experienced an insider view of General Motor’s Buick Division at the zenith of its influence in the automobile world. In the year 1955, General Motors captured almost 53% of total automobile domestic sales. Buick Division took third place in domestic sales. In 1986, Buick sold over a million units, an all time high, but did not capture third place in domestic sales. The domestic market in 1955 was just over seven million five hundred thousand units. The domestic market in 1986 more than doubled that figure. In the 1990s, domestic sales exploded, reaching a high of seventeen million units, with foreign cars taking about forty percent of the market.


			The author wishes to acknowledge the help of Larry Heisey, whose computer talent made the document possible. Also to the hundreds of people that answered the authors letters and inquires over the past forty years.


			









THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF THE HOLT FAMILY NAME IN ENGLAND


			Using manuscripts as the Doomsday Book, the Ragman Rolls, the Curia Regis Rolls, The Pipe Rolls, the Hearth Rolls, parish registers, baptismals, tax records, and available ancient documents and found the first record of the name Holte in Lancashire, England, well before the Norman Conquest and the arrival of Duke William at Hastings in 1066 A.D.


			The Saxon race gave birth to many English surnames, including the surname Holte. The Saxons were invited to England by ancient Britons in the 5th century. They were a race of fair skinned people living along the Rhine valley as far north east as Denmark. This immigration was led by Generals Hengist and Horsa. The Saxons settled in the county of Kent, on the south east coast of England. Gradually they probed north and westward, and during the next four hundred years forced the Ancient


			Britons back into Wales and Cornwall in the west, Cumberland to the north. The Angles, on the other hand, occupied the eastern coast, the south folk in the Suffolk, north folk in Norfolk.


			Under Saxon rule, England prospered under a series of Kings, the last of which was Harold. In 1066, the Norman invasion from France occurred and their victory at the Battle of Hastings. After this, many of the vanquished Saxon landowners forfeited their land to Duke William and his invading Norman rule. Others moved northward to the midlands of Lancashire and Yorkshire, away from Norman oppression. The English family name, Holte, first recorded in Lancashire about 1190, when


			Hugo Holte was lord of the manor of his estate. By the 13th Century, Holtes had branched to Stubley, Bishham Hall, Shevington, and Ince in that same shire.


			Holtes of Greslehurst, Lancaster, England


			This information was obtained from the library, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Early dates were not available, but it does relate to the progression of this family.


			Ralph Holte Esq. Of Greslehurst, married Ellen, daughter and heir of John Sumpter, Esq. Their marriage produced John, the heir, and Allen of Bury in Suffolk county. Allen married Agnes Searl and had issue John, who married Ann, daughter of Richard Coote, Esq. Blomorton county of Norfolk, they had a son named John who married a daughter of William Roper, Esq. of Cheshire, and two daughters: Elizabeth, who married Anthony Butler of Cheshire, and Anne who married Henry Collin, Esq. of Norwich. It is not clear if the three sons, Robert, William, and James were an issue of Ralph or of the latter John.


			James Holte Esq. of Greslehurst married Isabel, daughter and heir of John Abraham, gentleman of Abraham county of Lancaster. They had at issue Ralph Holte, Esq. who married Anne, daughter of John Langley, gent. of Agercroft County, Lancaster. They produced Thomas, the heir and Robert.


			Thomas Holte is listed as a Knight (not to be confused with Aston Hall family — at least no connection has been established). This Sir Thomas married Dorothy, daughter of Sir Ralph Langford, Knight, and by her had issue: Francis, the heir, Ralph and Richard.


			Francis Holte Esq. of Greslehurst (living in 1567) married Ellen, daughter of Sir John Holcroft Knight. This marriage produced six daughters, and six sons: Thomas of Greslehurst, who married a daughter of _____ Littleton, Esq., Richard, Francis, Ralph, John and Edmond.


			John Holte, Esq. married daughter of _____ Scofield, of Woodsold county, Lancaster, and had an only son, John.


			John Holte Esq. married a daughter of _____ Coy, Esq. county Bucks. Had a large family, none listed except Rowland.


			Rowland Holte was a London merchant who married Mary daughter of Thomas Buckner, Esq. of London and died in 1634. Mary and Rowland had at issue John and Mary, who died in infancy


			Sir Thomas, son of Francis above, was a sergeant at law, and was Knighted April 16, 1699. He married Susan, daughter of John Peacock, Esq. of Cumner county of Berks, and died 1686. Susan died in 1700, leaving their two daughters: Mary who married Edward lemen Esq. and Susan, plus two sons, John and Rowland.


			Sir John Holte born at Thame, December 30, 1642. He was lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench in 1696. He died 1710 at Redgrave. He married Anne, sister of Sir John Cropley, Bartister, no children. Left his estate to his brother, Rowland. On Rowland’s death, the Estate was to pass to Rowland’s eldest son, John or John’s male issue. In default of such, the estate was to go to Rowland’s second son, Thomas, or his male issue. In default to Rowland’s third son Rowland or male issue. In default to Rowland’s fourth son, Henry Holte, or male heir, or to other sons of brother Rowland. If Rowland had no other male heirs, the Estate was to go to Edward Leman son of Sir John’s sister Leman or his male heirs. In default to John Levett, eldest son of Sir John’s sister Levett or in default to Richard Levett. The Estate remains unsettled.


			Rowland Holte Esq. born 1632. He was made chief prothonotary of the King’s bench in 1690. He died February 11, 1719. Married Prisca, daughter of Augustus Ballow of Norwich. He was a merchant. He and Prisca had John born 1693, who married Lady Jane Wharton, sister of Philip, Duke of Warton on July 3, 1723. Lady Jane later married Robert Coke Esq. of Longford County, Derby. They had a son who died in infancy. Rowland’s second son was Thomas Holte of Reading County, Berks. He married Lucy, daughter of John Kynvett, Esq. of Norwich on May 23, 1721. Thomas died November 6,1728. Thomas and Lucy had an issue: Thomas, baptized 1723, snd died 1726. Pisca died in infancy. Lucie died young. Elizabeth, baptized 1726, and married Thomas Strangways Esq. of Greys Inn, London. Thomas died in 1778. Thomas and Elizabeth had a daughter and heir, Louisa, who married Richard Strangways of Wells.


			Rowland Holte, youngest son of Redgrave, born 1698 and died July 25,1739, leaving issue of: Rowland Holte, Esq. of Redgrave. M.P. for Suffolk. Died unmarried July 12,1786.


			Thomas Holte of Redgrave, succeeded his brother Rowland. He married Frances, daughter of _____ Porson, Esq. of Parndon County, Essex. Thomas died August 21,1799, age 68. Another brother, Charles, no information. A daughter, Lucinda, who married Thomas Wilson. A daughter, Mary, who married Lloyd Esq., later married Thomas Earl of Haddington on October 28,1750. Mary died 1785. A daughter, Priscillla, no information. A daughter, Charlotte, who died unmarried in 1785, and Jane, who married Sir Thomas Head and died 1803.


			Redgrove was an estate of the lordships, given to the Abbot of Bury by the Earl of East Angles, who fell in 1016 at the battle of Assendium Essex, with Canute the Dane. After the dissolution, it was granted by Henry VIII in the last year of his reign to Thomas Darcy, from whom it soon came into the ownership of the family of Bacons. Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper of the seals to Queen Elizabeth, made it his seat, and his descendant, Sir Nicholas Bacon, was created by King James I, the premier Baronet of England on June 22, 1611. One of his successors sold the estate late in the 17th century, to Sir John Holte. Lord Chief Justice in whose hands it continued until it became, by marriage the property of Admiral Wilson.


			Redgrove was built of stone by an Abbot of Bury and belonged to the Prelate of that monastery. The house was rebuilt around 1770 by Roland Holte, Esq., who also embellished that park at an expense of 30,000 pounds. The house is a spacious structure of brick, the center is adorned with a pediment, supported by four large columns. The park is wooded, and has a fine lake in the front of the house.


			Judge Joseph Holt born Jan. 6, 1807 — Died Aug. 1, 1894. Born in Breckenridge county, Kentucky, was the oldest of the six children of John Holt and Elanor K. Stephens. He was the grandson of Joseph Holt and a descendant of John Holte who was a son of Rowland Holte. Judge Joseph Holt was Postmaster General, Secretary of War during the Civil War. He also served as Judge Advocate General. He was the Judge who sentenced Mrs. Surratt to be hanged at the trial of the assignation of President Lincoln. Judge Holt was married twice, first to Mary Harrison, and second to Margaret Wickliffe, daughter of Charles A. Wickliffe. No children from either marriage. Judge Holt lost his eyesight and died shortly thereafter, in his home on the corner of New Jersey Ave. and C Street, S.E., Washington D.C.


			









PEDIGREE OF THE ENGLISH FAMILIES OF HOLTE OF ASTSON HALL


			Several years ago, I traveled to Fort Wayne, Indiana to visit the Genealogy Section of their local Library. I found an interesting book titled History of the Holtes of Aston by Alfred Davidson. Printed by Birmingham Press, East Evert 66, New Street, London dated 1854. I made a copy of the first thirteen pages, and filled it away. It wasn’t until several years later that I discovered Aston Hall was close to Rochdale, Lancashire, England. Also Randall Holte was born in Prestbury Parish, in the County Palatine of Chester in 1607, a short distance from Lancahire.


			Several years later, I found that a distant relative, Robert Holte, was born in 1605 at Rochdale, Lancashire, England. He married Dorothy Heywood on Dec. 15, 1625 in the cathedral, Manchester. I wrote to the Church and ask if their records contained any records of earlier Holte families. I was advised that baptism records were available, but no family histories.


			While I am not able to confirm the connections with our American family, there exist a strong possibility that our family is an extension of what follows. Also Randall Holte, the first Holt to come to America in 1620, may also be a relative.


			Henry del Holte, whose history and birthplace is not known, died about 1295. Exact date was not given. From this, his birth data should be around 1250. The only son was stated as follows. Hugh del Holte — Married Maud daughter of Sir Henry del Erdington, Baron of Erdington. He died 1322 leaving a son.


			John atte Holte — Married Alice, daughter of Sir George Castell, formerly lords of Withybrook, in the county of Warwick. He died about the year 1330. He left sons, Simon, and Thomas.


			Simon del Holte — Married Albreda. In 1331 purchased the park and manor of Neehells. Thomas Holte - Married Margaret, daughter of John de Collesley.


			John atte Holt “the elder’ — was living in 1348. Married to Maude Grimsarowe. Had two sons, John and Walter.


			John atte Holte — Married Agnes, daughter of William Durvassal of Spernall. In 1365 he purchased the manor of Duddeston from John de Grimsarowe, for forty marks. In 1367, his mother conveyed to him the manor of Aston. He passed away leaving no children and was succeeded by his Uncle Walter.


			Walter atte Holte — Married Margery, daughter of Sir William Bagot of Baginton. In 1376-7 he served as Escheator for the Counties of Warwick and Leieester. He also served as the Commissioner in Warwickshire for collecting taxes, granted by Parliament to the King. He and his wife settled in the manor of Aston. When Walter passed, his wife Margery willed the estate to John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, Sir William Bagot, of Baginton, and other persons of quality. A dispute occurred and John Drayton petition the House of Lords in 1393 to turn the manor to Richard and Elizabeth Lonches. When the inquest was assembled, Sir William Bagot, with a large company and threatened the Sheriff and petitioners, thus keeping the manor in the hands of the Holte family. Walter had three sons; John, Simon, and William.


			John Holte — styled of Yardley. Little is known. John had his residence on a plot of ground; contiguous to the churchyard of Yardley. A moat encircled the plot of ground on which was formerly a mansion house. He had one son, Andomar, who succeeded him.


			Audomar Holte — succeeded to the estate of Aston Hall on the death of his father. The King challenged the legal title to the property, as son and heir of John, Duke of Lancaster. He had possessed the manor only three years, when Sir William Bagot, considered his claim equal to that of the King Henry IV, and advanced a claim to the property. In 1403, Sir William Holte was elected Knight of his shire, being received into royal favour, claimed the estate. Both parties referred the matter to arbitration of Edward, Duke of York, and Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. Sir William Bagot, the plaintive, died in 1407. After the lapse of time, Audomar asserted his claim and in 1431 recovered the manor in the course of law, before the Judges of the King’s Bench.


			William Holte — who is styled of Stanford in 1401. He held the office of Sheriff of Worcestershire in 1422. He died about 1440, and John his nephew, was restored the rightful owner of the manor of Aston.


			John Holte — His first wife was Margaret, daughter of Sir Richard Delabere, Knight of Kynardsley, Herefordshire.ln 1438 he was appointed Escheator for Warwickshire and leicestershire. In 1460, on the rebellion of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, John Holte was made Ranger of Sutton Chase. His second wife was Joyce Raynford, who he married before 1470. He had two children. Elizabeth, who married John Rudgeley of Wigginton, and a son, William.


			William Holte Esq. — He married Mary, daughter of William Cumberiord, Esq., of Cumberiord in the County of Stafford. They had three sons, William, who succeeded him, John and Thomas. Thomas was a member of the Guild of Knowle in 1498. William was a merchant of the Staple. Besides his sons, he had six daughters; Alice, Joan, Anne, Margaret, Christian and Elizabeth.


			William Holte, Esq. — Married Joanna, daughter of Adam Knight, Esq., of Shrewsbury. She was alive in 1511. He had a family of four sons. Thomas, his successor, Mark, John, and Nicholas; and seven daughters, Elizabeth, married to Weston; Margaret married to Stanley of Derbyshire; Anne, married to Piers of Warwick; Frances married to Forster of Shropshire; Ellen married to Perman; Winefrid to Thomas Hawkins of Warwick; and Margery to Nicholls. William lies buried in the north aisle of Aston Church, under an altar tomb, on which rests his life-sized effigy. He died in 1514.


			Thomas Holte — He was a “learned lawyer” and Justice of North Wales in the reign of Henry VIII. He married Margery, elder of the seven daughters of William Willington of Barcheston, a wealthy merchant of the Staple. The Justice lies buried in the north aisle of Aston Church, by the side of his father. His monument being made of brass, laid in the floor. It contains portraitures of himself and his wife. An inscription, below list Thomas deceased the 23rd day of March 1545. The justice had a son, Edward, and is supposed to have another son John or Joseph, who had a son Barnaby, who was baptized at Aston on September 13, 1579. A daughter, Isabella, baptized September 2, 1580. His estate was considerable and amounted to £270, 6s, 2d., and was exhibited before proper authorities at Sutton Coldfield on April 4, 1546.


			Edward Holte — succeeded his father was born 1541. Since he was only four when his father expired, he was placed in guardianship to Sir Ambrose Cave, who married his mother, Margery. Edward, when he became of age, married Dorothy, daughter of John Ferrers, Esq., of Tamworth Castle. The Ferrers family was one of the noblest that sprang from the Norman chiefs of the Conquest. Edward was Justice of the Peace for Warwickshire and served the office of High Sheriff for the county in 1583. By letter patent dated July 1, 1573, Queen Elizabeth gave Edward the rectory of Aston for a period of twenty-one years, after the expiration of the sixty-year lease granted to Philip Hobley, dated March 18, 1531.


			In the will of his grandfather, William Willington, Edward Holte inherited considerable property. Edward died Feb. 3, 1592. His wife Dorothy died Dec. 20, 1594.They are buried with their ancestors at Aston. Their monument being affixed to the wall near his grandfather. The upper part of the monument is encircled with a semicircular arch, flanked by plain round pillars with Corinthian capitals. Over the pediment is a shield with the armorial of the Holte family. Beneath the shield is the motto “Exaltavit humiles” (He has exalted the humble).


			In Edward’s will, he leaves £500 each to his two daughters, Margaret and Mary, to his son Francis, the parsonage of Shenstone, Staffordshire. To his son Robert, property in Weston in Arden, near Bulkington, Warwickshire, an desires his executors to put this son as an apprentice to a merchant in London and when he reaches the age of twenty-one to make an “advancement” for him. Edward left three sons and six daughters. Thomas, the eldest son that succeeded him to the estate, Francis, and Robert. The six daughters were: Anne who married Edward Easte, Esq.; Lucy, who married John Hugford, Esq.; Catharine, who married Humphrey Wyrley Esq. of Handsworth; Mary, who married George Smyth, Esq. of Wootton, Warwickshire; Dorothy and Margaret, who died unmarried. To his Eldest son Thomas, he leaves the remainder of the estate, who was to come into possession of attaining his twenty-second year.
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