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Before you read this book you should be somewhat familiar with: Luke, Acts, Romans

The commentary presented in this book is independent of any denominational influence.

It is predicated upon a loving God reaching out to salvage those doomed to destruction.

1 Corinthians 2:13 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.
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The ‘What Now’ section of the New Testament canon is a purposely-selected collection of writings to provide a better picture of the working of the Holy Spirit and to render guidance in spiritual growth. It essentially tells believers how to walk by the Holy Spirit and live as God’s people in Christ. This canon excluded many writings that offered narratives or theology inconsistent with other accepted writings (such as the Epistle of Barnabas) or that did not provide spiritual lessons or insight into proper Christian deportment. The letters are placed in an order that assists the reader to progress in spiritual knowledge. The New Testament is predicated upon the presumption that those reading this compilation of writings have repented (turned to Jesus in heart, soul and mind) and not only want to understand the new relationship they have established with and in Jesus, but want to live it. For it is only when the reader is “in Jesus” that the New Testament has any validity or meaning. 

The New Testament gospels and letters are like a school textbook. They provide stories of people on their personal journeys to spiritual maturity and stories of others that have reached that maturity in Christ. In the gospels the Apostles are disciples (learners) of Jesus (teacher). Jesus is the first example of a mature walk by faith. In the Acts of the Apostles they are the teachers. To assist in providing insight into the lives of these people you first need an introduction to the major components provided by God to believers of that time that enable and assist their Christian walks. 

Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the focus of the book ‘The Acts of the Apostles’. In fact this book could rightly be given the expanded title of ‘Acts of the Apostles Empowered By The Holy Spirit’ or even ‘Acts of the Holy Spirit” since he is the source of power enabling the apostles to walk according to God’s will (Plan) and he is the guide for that walk. He(?) is also the principal presence in the remainder of the What Now section of the Bible (the letters by the apostles).

What is the role of the Holy Spirit? The One-God (Deuteronomy 6:4) displays three life-giving actions generally known as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to salvage repentant humanity from its doomed existence. The Father is the one who made the Plan for Life in an unsolicited gesture of love to salvage condemned mankind (see Plan for Life). The Son implemented that Plan (See KING Jesus). He was/is also the crux of the Plan wherein the One-God as a man paid the price for sin and arose back to life. The Holy Spirit is the one that effectuates the plan by invigorating, managing and completing the people with citizenship in God’s kingdom. God is one, so the three life-giving actions by the One-God are performed in concert and that concert is in accord with the Plan for Life.

The Holy Spirit is not a new presence operating only in the New Testament. The Old Testament revealed his activity also. He is recorded to have been active in the beginning of the Plan (Genesis 1:2) where the Spirit moved over the face of the waters. And God when speaking to Moses about the spirit which was “upon him” said, (Numbers 11:17) “I will take some of the spirit which is upon you and put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not have to bear it all yourself.” This would enable these men to be wise judges and arbitrators. So in Numbers 11:25, “The Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to [Moses] and took some of the spirit that was upon him and put it upon the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied.” Prophesy (to declare truth plainly) is a prominent action enabled by the Holy Spirit. Numbers 11:26 recorded, “Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested upon them - so they prophesied in the camp.” When Joshua voiced his objection to their speaking Moses chided him (Numbers 11:29) saying, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!” (This was prophetic. The men in camp separated from the others represented the Gentiles who would also receive the Holy Spirit.)

So you know, even though it is not expressly stated, all the Prophets of the Old Testament had the Spirit so they could prophesy (spelled with an ‘s’). A prophet taught God’s will (Plan for Life) and revealed why and how the plan would be implemented. Prophets put man in his place (enslaved to sin) and placed God in his place (exalted and worthy of praise). A prophecy (spelled with a ‘c’) generally looked to the future in anticipation of the suffering Messiah, and the glorified Messiah. Prophecies also told of God’s people and their destiny, and of those enthralled by sin and their destiny.

Even back then Gentiles could be prophets (Numbers 24:2). “Balaam lifted up his eyes, and saw Israel encamping tribe by tribe. And the Spirit of God came upon him.” And again, Balaam said to the king (v. 13), “If Balak should give me his house full of silver and gold, I would not be able to go beyond the word of the Lord, to do either good or bad of my own will; what the Lord speaks, that will I speak. And now, behold, I am going to my people; come, I will let you know what this people will do to your people in the latter days.” Balaam usually did auguring for money using omens, not the Spirit. The Spirit is impossible to be contained. Jeremiah said in 20:9, “If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,’ there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.” And Saul before he became king was enabled to prophesy, “as you come to the city, you will meet a band of prophets coming down from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying. Then the spirit of the Lord will come mightily upon you, and you shall prophesy with them and be turned into another man.” Saul was turned temporarily, but being turned into another man permanently (being born anew) is the gift to all that seek the Lord.

The Holy Spirit makes leaders. Judges 3:10 “The Spirit of the Lord came upon [Othniel], and he judged Israel; he went out to war.” Judges 6:34 says, “The Spirit of the Lord took possession of Gideon.” And in Judges 11:29 “Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah.” Of David 1 Samuel 16:13 says, “Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed [David] in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.” When Moses was about to die (Numbers 27:17-19) he asked God to appoint a new leader to bring the people into the Promised Land. “Who shall lead them out and bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord may not be as sheep which have no shepherd.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand upon him; cause him to stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight.” So it is apparent that the Spirit makes God’s leaders.

In Daniel 5:11 it is written that even a heathen Queen such as Belshazzar’s wife could recognize the presence of the Spirit. She said speaking of Daniel, “There is in your kingdom a man in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.” The Spirit also gave wisdom and understanding in the Old Testament. In 1 Kings 4:29 it says, “And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and largeness of mind like the sand on the seashore.” In Deuteronomy 34:9 it says, “Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom.” Wisdom means understanding God’s Plan (because God’s Plan is wisdom). And in Isaiah 11:2 it speaks of the coming Messiah, “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.”

The Spirit also gave physical strength. Imagine a short, skinny man stronger than a hundred men. If that were not so then why did Delilah say to Samson, “Please tell me wherein your great strength lies.” If he had been large and muscular there would have been no question. It was obvious he got his strength from outside his person. In Judges 14:5-6 it says, “a young lion roared against [Samson]; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion asunder as one tears a kid [baby goat]; and he had nothing in his hand.”

The Spirit also gave talents to support the work of teaching the people about the Messiah that was coming. Exodus 31 says that the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every craft. And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you.” (They made artistic things God wanted placed in the Tabernacle, things that represented aspects of the Christ to come.)

And the Holy Spirit performs the most important function for those trapped in this universe of death - he gives life. In Isaiah 57:16 God said, “I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for from me proceeds the spirit, and I have made the breath of life.” And Job 33:4 records that Elihu declared, “The spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”

With this brief review of the Holy Spirit of life in the Old Testament we have a foundation for looking at the Spirit in the New Testament. You will note that the Holy Spirit does nothing different from that which he did before. In John 6:63 Jesus said to his disciples, “It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” The Spirit serves as a guarantee that those in Christ will receive life forever with God. Ephesians 1:11-14 reveals this, “In him [Christ], according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will [Plan], we who first hoped in Christ have been destined [in the Plan] and appointed to live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his [Christ’s] glory.” So the Spirit gives believers life in this world and guarantees life forever in heaven for both the mortal body and soul. Paul writes in Romans 8:11, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you.”

Now lets take a brief look at the Father and the Son. As John writes in 5:21, “For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.” And verse 26 tells us, “As the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.” In 10:10 John quotes Jesus as saying, “I came that they [believers] may have life, and have it abundantly.” In fact in 6:35 Jesus told his disciples, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.” In John 11:25 Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 

And in John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.” Isaiah 49:26 has God saying, “All flesh shall know that I am Yahweh your Savior, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.” In John 10:27-30 Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

The Father has life, as has the Son, as has the Spirit. This is the One God, the Living God. The Father sends the Son and the Spirit, and the Son sends the Spirit he received from the Father (Matthew 3:11, 16). Isaiah wrote in 48:16, God said, “Draw near to me, hear this: from the beginning I have not spoken in secret, from the time it came to be I have been there. And now the Lord God has sent me [Son] and his Spirit.” John 14:26 reveals that “the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my [Jesus’] name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” And John 15:26 records, “When the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to me.” Yes, the Spirit who gives life bears witness to Christ who gives life and delivers us to the Father who gives life. Life is the goal of the Plan for Life, God’s plan to salvage sinful man from this universe of death. So there is life from the Father, by the Son, through the Holy Spirit to the believer, who is brought by the Holy Spirit into the Son, by the Son into the Father. Three life-giving actions (Father, Son and Spirit) accomplish the Plan for Life - life from the Living God to repentant man then in Christ eternal life with the One God. (Paul declares Jesus the one mediator between God and men (I Timothy 2:5) and with that established the Father would be the Author and the Holy Spirit the Activator.)

The New Testament reveals that the function of the Holy Spirit is to effectuate the Plan for Life that God as the Father set in motion before the beginning. He is to grab believers, imbue them with life, and then establish them in Christ. How does this happen? Jesus said, “’truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the Spirit.’” 

Every new baby passes out of water to be born. The Children of Israel passed out of the Red Sea to be free from being enslaved in Egypt. Even so, a believer must be separated from the enslaving power of sin (like passing through the Red Sea - coming out of water, baptism represents this spiritual passage) and be filled with the life-giving Spirit. As the cloud pillar led the Children of Israel to attain freedom, so the Spirit leads the believer to become free from sin/death. He has entered Christ and has become spiritually a new babe in Christ. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.” And Peter writes in his first letter (1:3-9) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls.”

After the resurrection of Jesus the Holy Spirit was dispensed liberally amongst all believers. Paul wrote (1 Corinthians 12:7) saying, “Each believer is given some proof of the Spirit’s presence for the good of all.” The Holy Spirit gives gifts to the newly born, talents that must grow as the believer grows in faith. Paul said, “He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christian service [as a mature believer], to build up the body of Christ” to maturity (Ephesians 4). Jesus said the Spirit will serve as a trusted counselor to the believer, an advisor, who will convince the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:7). Paul said that the Spirit helps us in our weakness, and intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words (Romans 8). And Jesus said the Spirit would lead us into all truth (John 16:12-16).
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