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“All I’m saying is that it’s suspicious timing, with Ambrose away for a few months on that diplomatic mission,” Zared said, as he and his wife, Ashlyn reached the second-floor landing of the castle’s central grand staircase. They turned to head down to the first floor and paused when they came face-to-face with their daughter, ‘Na, coming up from the ground floor.

She halted, one foot raised to start up the flight of stairs between them. “Now what’s happened?”

“Nothing new,” her mother said with a sigh.

“It’s the werewolves again,” Zared said.

“Is that better or worse than the vampires acting up?” She sighed and stepped back to settle on the banister and wait for her parents to join her. “What are the werewolves doing now? They’re not starting up again about the wolf mask being a royal treasure, and trying to arrange another marriage alliance, are they?” ‘Na shuddered. “You’d think after what Ambrose and I went through with the Dripmorians, proving true love’s kiss really works, all those diplomatic marriage brokers would give up!”

“You’d think,” her mother agreed with a sigh. She and Zared reached the ground floor, and she looped an arm through her daughter’s to tug her off the banister. “Actually, I have been dreaming about that wretched mask. And there are tales of a foreign wolf running through the forest.”
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