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The Parking Lot
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Little Eddie Sparrow hopped around the parking lot, searching for crumbs. The sky overhead turned from blue to gray to back again as the wind whistled over the pavement. Eddie avoided a tumbling plastic container, hugging the ground as the wind tried to turn his feathers backwards. 

The wind stirred something inside him, a memory. His mother chirping, “One day the king of the birds will come. And he will set everything right. Remember, my little Ed.”

The king of the birds, Eddie thought, dodging an empty cup. Could it really be true? Or was it just a fine memory left from a greener time when he’d lived with his family in a bush, before the parking lot and the loneliness?

Eddie looked around for someone to talk to. He was never alone in the parking lot—just lonely. Spotting the pigeons, Eddie flew off to begin his quest.
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The Pigeons

[image: ]




The pigeons paraded and preened, lining lampposts and looking bored.

“Cuck-coo, cuck-coo,” one murmured, smoothing his neck feathers. “What are you looking for, little Ed?”

Eddie hopped sideways, avoiding the slanting eyes of a suspicious pigeon pecking crumbs.
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