
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Football Wonderkids: Ousmane Dembélé

        

        
        
          Football Wonderkids, Volume 20

        

        
        
          Harald Sesselmann

        

        
          Published by Wonderkids Universe, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      FOOTBALL WONDERKIDS: OUSMANE DEMBÉLÉ

    

    
      First edition. January 17, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Harald Sesselmann.

    

    
    
      Written by Harald Sesselmann.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Football Wonderkids: Ousmane Dembélé

When Talent Has No Limits

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A Night of Lightning

The stadium lights in Paris glowed like giant stars as the crowd roared with excitement. Every eye in the Parc des Princes was fixed on one player — Ousmane Dembélé, the winger whose feet moved faster than most people could think. The ball rolled toward him on the right side, and the moment he touched it, the whole stadium leaned forward. Dembélé didn’t jog. He didn’t wait. He exploded.

With a burst of pure speed, he sprinted past one defender. Then another. His legs moved like flashes of light, the ball glued to his left foot as if it were part of him. Fans rose from their seats, shouting his name. Children held their breath. Even the commentators sounded amazed. “Dembélé... unstoppable!”

He cut inside, shifting the ball to his right foot — because Dembélé could play with both feet, one of the rarest gifts in football. A defender tried to block him, but Ousmane danced around him with a move so quick that even the cameras struggled to follow. The goal came into view. The noise grew louder. The moment felt like something out of a superhero story.

And then, with the calm of a master artist, Dembélé curled the ball toward the far corner. It flew like a comet across the sky, spinning, dipping, rising again. The net shook. The crowd exploded into cheers. Blue and red scarves waved wildly. Children jumped into the air with joy. Dembélé raised his arms and smiled, his eyes shining with pride and freedom.

To him, football was never just a sport. It was a joy. A dance. A feeling deep inside his heart that made him run faster, dream bigger, and play with the magic only he could create.

The Journey Begins

But this moment under the Paris lights was only one page in his story — a story that began in the small streets of France, filled with courage, hope, and a talent too bright to ignore. A story of speed, creativity, and the incredible belief that even a quiet kid can grow into a legend.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Quiet Town, A Restless Kid

The story of Ousmane Dembélé began on May 15, 1997, in Vernon, a quiet town in the Normandy region of France. The houses were close together, the skies often gray, and the small parks were filled with the sound of children kicking plastic balls. From the start, Ousmane’s energy seemed endless. His mother, Fatimata, from Mauritania, and his father, from Mali, smiled when neighbors said the little boy never stopped running. He was their spark, full of joy, mischief, and movement. Even as a toddler, he couldn’t sit still for long. If there was a ball nearby, he would chase it until his tiny shoes were covered in dust and his cheeks were red from laughing.

When Ousmane was six, the family moved to Évreux, a larger town about an hour from Paris. Life there was louder and more colorful, with families from many different countries living side by side. For a boy who loved movement, it was perfect. As soon as school was over, he rushed outside, racing down the stairs with his small, worn-out ball under his arm, eager to find a game. The town became his playground, and every corner felt like the start of a new match.

Street Football in Évreux

In Évreux, football started on the concrete. Near his apartment block was an open space with rough ground, cracks in the pavement, and metal railings that served as goals. Every evening, kids from the neighborhood gathered there, shouting, laughing, and arguing about teams. There were no referees, no coaches, no parents watching from the sidelines, just pure football. Someone would throw a jacket down for a goalpost and shout, “Next goal wins!” and the game would explode with speed and noise.

On that hard ground, Ousmane’s dribbling was born. The surface punished heavy touches, so he had to keep the ball close, using both feet to escape tight spaces. He twisted his hips, dropped his shoulders, and changed direction in a heartbeat. Friends remembered how he could glide between two players in an area barely bigger than a bedroom. One of his early playmates later said that you never knew which way he was going because he was truly two-footed, able to cut left or right with the same sharp control. That unpredictability became his secret power.

The games often went on until the streetlights flickered to life. When someone’s mother leaned out of a window and called their name, there were always shouts of “Last goal!” as if they could delay bedtime with one more shot. Ousmane tried tricks he had seen on TV, sometimes falling, sometimes slipping, but always getting back up with a grin. For him, every scraped knee was worth the chance to try something new.

First Club, First Coaching

At home, the Dembélé family cared deeply about school. His mother reminded him to finish his homework before running off to play, even when he bounced impatiently near the door. Still, even she could see that football had captured his heart in a special way. He watched matches on television, studying players like Ronaldinho, Thierry Henry, and Zinedine Zidane. When Ronaldinho smiled while juggling the ball, young Ousmane tried the same tricks in the living room, sometimes sending the ball into furniture. His mum would sigh and say, “Ousmane, pas dans la maison,” and he would laugh, promising to stop while secretly planning the next move.
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