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I’ll always remember the day in the late spring of 1956 when my father told me he had bought a grocery store. I had just gotten off the school bus, rushed into the house, and threw my books on the sofa when my daddy called me into the kitchen. I sat down at the kitchen table and he explained I would be helping him in the store on afternoons and weekends pumping gas, stocking shelves, and sacking groceries. His words were pure music to my thirteen-year-old ears. I loved doing things with my father and I couldn’t wait to launch into this new adventure.

It was just a little country store, a place where the locals could buy gas, fresh meat, milk and bread, knick-knacks, and other basic food items. When my daddy bought the business, it had been in existence for more than twenty years under the proprietorship of Mr. E.B. White and his wife Dorothy. In fact, my father had traded with Mr. White in previous years, but, after a falling out over a set of car tires, my father had taken his business to Dillard’s, Mr. White’s primary competitor down the street. However, after my father learned the business was up for sale, old rivalries were forgotten and my father and Mr. White sealed the deal.

So, when school was out the following May, my great adventure during the summer of 1956 in my father’s grocery store was underway. Over that summer, I learned every nook and cranny of the country store business. I pumped gas, helped customers to cars with their groceries, stocked shelves, learned to mark up items for a profit, checked the oil and water in cars, swept the floor, dusted the shelves, made milk shakes, sliced and wrapped meats as well as perform any other chore my father deemed necessary.
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