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Open All Night

By Jorvan Noir
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Shelly Burn nervously grabbed the mic. The bar was not being quiet or patient. She saw no one; her head was always down because she couldn’t face the crowd. She sang her song, hit all the high notes, carried the rhythm, but that wasn’t on her mind anymore.

She had discovered a busboy she couldn’t take her eyes off. She was shy; he looked sullen. Tattoos crept up both his arms and disappeared into his sleeves. She first noticed him the previous week and had pleasured herself to the idea of those permanently painted arms manhandling her.

She was almost thirty; he looked about the same age. She didn’t even know his name, but she had thought of nothing else but him. She was thicker than she wanted to be; he was thinner than he ought to be. The fantasy was perfect either way.

She sipped her drink, pacing herself until close of business. She had heard him telling a co-worker two nights earlier that he liked his walks home. Her idea was crazy, born of a lonely night with her vibrator. She’d just stalk him. It seemed simple enough and had worked in a few stories she’d read.

She wasn’t sure her plan would work, but she figured no one paid attention to her singing anyway, so no one would mind if she stopped coming around. If the busboy freaked out, she’d just never show her face again. The only thing she really hoped for was his name, maybe a gentle kiss.

Ten to midnight, the stools started going up on the tables, and Shelly made her way to the bathroom. Her plan was to “accidentally” bump into him during his walk. After that? No idea. Offer dinner to make up for it? Ask him to walk her home?

She slid her panties off in the bathroom, noticing she was already wet at the idea. “Shel, you really are lonely,” she told herself in the mirror with a laugh. The idea of something like this turning her on was crazy to her. Surely nothing like that was going to happen, she told herself.
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