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What Must One Do to Live in Accord with the Tao?

Bai Juyi went to Zen master Daolin of the Tang Dynasty and asked what one must do in order to live in accord with the Tao. Daolin answered, “One must avoid doing evil, and one must do as much good as possible.” Bai Juyi was surprised at the simplicity of this answer and said, “Even a child knows that.” “True,” replied Daolin, “even a child of three knows this but even a man of 80 fails to live up to it.”

What is the Best Way to Seek God?

A seeker after truth once asked a wise person how to seek God. The wise person replied, “The ways to God are as many as there are created beings. But the shortest and easiest is to serve others, not to bother others, and to make others happy.”

Drop of Water

The Zen master Gisan was taking a bath. The water was too hot, so he asked a student to add some cold water to the bath. The student brought a bucket of cold water, added some cold water to the bath, and then threw the rest of the water on a rocky path. Gisan scolded the student: “Everything can be used. Why did you waste the rest of the water by pouring it on the path? There are some plants nearby which could have used the water. What right do you have to waste even a drop of water?” The student became enlightened and changed his name to Tekisui, which means “Drop of Water.”

How Sad

While walking along a river, two monks noticed a lettuce leaf floating downstream. “How sad,” said one of the monks, who knew that Zen master Gisan lived one mile upstream. “Gisan has started to waste food.” Just then, Gisan burst out of the bushes, panting and sweating, jumped into the river, and began to swim downstream after the lettuce leaf. The two monks bowed low in the direction of Zen master Gisan, and then they continued their walk.

Free Will

Human beings have free will. According to the Babylonian Niddah 16b, whenever a baby is to be conceived, the Lailah (angel in charge of contraception) takes the drop of semen that will result in the conception and asks God, “Sovereign of the Universe, what is going to be the fate of this drop? Will it develop into a robust or into a weak person? An intelligent or a stupid person? A wealthy or a poor person?” The Lailah asks all these questions, but it does not ask, “Will it develop into a righteous or a wicked person?” The answer to that question lies in the decisions to be freely made by the human being that is the result of the conception.

What is the Most Difficult Thing in the World, and What is the Easiest Thing in the World?

A hassid asked a rabbe what is the most difficult thing in the world, and what is the easiest thing in the world. The rebbe replied, “The easiest thing in the world is to recognize your neighbors’ faults. The most difficult thing in the world is to recognize your own faults.” By the way, evil has a very difficult time tempting human beings to commit sin. Why? Before Evil can tempt anyone to commit sin, the human beings have already committed the sin!

Performative Cruelty

In a world of acts of performative cruelty, which are often followed by prayers, acts of kindness are acts of rebellion.
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The purpose of this book is educational. I enjoy reading Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind, and I believe that it is an excellent book for young adults (and for old adults such as myself) to read.

This book contains many questions about Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind and their answers. I hope that teachers of young adults will find it useful as a guide for discussions. It can also be used for short writing assignments. Students can answer selected questions from this little guide orally or in one or more paragraphs.

I hope to encourage teachers to teach Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind and I hope to lessen the time needed for teachers to prepare to teach this book.

This book uses many short quotations from Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind. This use is consistent with fair use:


§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use

Release date: 2004-04-30

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered shall include — 

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes; 

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work; 

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and 

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work. 

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors.



Source of Fair Use information: 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107

This is a royalty-free book, and I will let anyone download it for free.
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What do we learn about Annie and Liza in these pages?

• These pages tell us that Liza — Eliza Winthrop — is a freshman architecture student at MIT.

• Liza is 5-foot-3-inches tall, and she has short, brown hair.

• Liza is thinking about Annie even though she hadn’t meant to think about Annie; instead, she had meant to begin writing a paper about the architecture of the famous USAmerican architect Frank Lloyd Wright.

• Liza begins writing a letter to Annie, although she thinks that she will not mail it — at least not until she thinks about how she came to know Annie and what happened afterward.

• The feeling of these pages is one of sadness. Liza is uncertain about what she wants to do.

• We learn that Liza had written a letter to Annie earlier — when Annie was in her second week of music school — but that Liza has not written since. Now Annie — who has been writing — says that she will not write again until Liza writes her another letter first.

• Liza lives in Brooklyn Heights, New York, while Annie lives in Manhattan.

Who is Frank Lloyd Wright?

Frank Lloyd Wright is perhaps the United States’ greatest architect. One of his most famous buildings is Fallingwater, a house in Pennsylvania that is partly built over a waterfall.
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How do Liza and Annie meet?

• Liza and Annie have what movie critic Roger Ebert called a Meet Cute. A “Meet Cute” occurs whenever two characters in a movie — usually a romantic comedy — have a meeting that is cute in some way. For example, in Notting Hill, Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant meet first in Hugh Grant’s book store (which sells only travel books), then later meet again when Hugh Grant crashes into Julia Roberts while carrying a large cup of orange juice, which he spills all over her.

• In Annie on My Mind, Eliza has gone to the Metropolitan Museum of Art to think about a solar-house project. There she hears Annie singing, and when Annie stops, Eliza tells her not to. They introduce themselves, like each other, and pretend to joust with one another like medieval knights.

• Liza and Annie do have fun together.

• The two exchange telephone numbers and addresses.

Write a character analysis of Liza based on what you learn from her first meeting with Annie.

• Liza’s last name is Winthrop.

• Liza makes the first move — she speaks first to Annie.

• Usually, Liza likes to be alone in the museum, but she finds that she doesn’t mind if Annie tags along with her.

• Liza listens to her English teacher, Ms. Widmer. She begins her story with the first important or exciting incident — that incident turns out to be meeting Annie, so we know that Annie is important to Eliza.

• Liza likes going to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where she visits the Temple of Dendur and the American Wing.

• Liza likes Annie in part because Annie is enthusiastic about what she finds in the museum. (Liza does think that Annie is a little strange.)

• Liza does play-joust with Annie, but only after noticing that the only people around who can see her are a couple of small boys.

• Liza almost calls Annie beautiful to her face.

Write a character analysis of Annie based on what you learn from her first meeting with Liza.

• Annie’s last name is Kenyon.

• Annie likes going to the Metropolitan Museum of Art

• Annie likes to sing and to play-act. She is creative.

• Annie wears a cape — possibly an artistic article of clothing.

• Annie has long black hair.

• Annie thinks that Liza is “bright and clear” (14), while she is somber” (14).

Compare and contrast Liza and Annie.

• Both are young girls. Both are 17, and both are seniors in high school. (I say “high school girls” and “college women.”)

• As we learned earlier, before chapter 1, both will go to college.

• Both are artistic. Eliza wants to be an architect; Annie sings and is involved in music.

• Annie is less inhibited than Eliza. Annie can and will play-joust if she wants to. Eliza can do this, but she is self-conscious at first.

• Both go to museums.

What are the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Temple of Dendur, and the American Wing?

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

The Metropolitan Museum of Art was founded in 1870 and houses many important works of art. It is in New York City’s Central Park. The Museum includes Rembrandts and Vermeers as well as Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings. It also has a fine collection of Islamic art. In addition, it houses many other collections, including a collection of medieval armor and weapons.

The Temple of Dendur

In about 15 B.C.E., the Temple of Dendur, a shrine to the goddess Isis, was built. Today, it is part of the museum’s Egyptian collection. In 1963, the temple was dismantled and moved because of the new Aswan High Dam, which raised the water of the Nile River so high that the water would have submerged the temple. In 1965, the temple was offered as a gift from Egypt to the United States.

The American Wing

According to the website of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, “Ever since its establishment in 1870 the Museum has acquired important examples of American Art. A separate ‘American Wing’ building to display the domestic arts of the seventeenth–early nineteenth centuries opened in 1924; paintings galleries and an enclosed sculpture court were added in 1980.”
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What do we learn about Liza in chapter 2?

• Liza has a playful brother named Chad, who is two years younger than her.

• Liza is President of the Student Council.

• Liza has a sense of responsibility, but a sense of responsibility that is not well enough developed yet. She does check out the ear-piercing clinic, but she decides that it is sanitary enough and lets it continue doing business.

• Liza is a straight-A student.

• Liza lives in a good neighborhood and attends a private school. Her neighborhood is middle class or perhaps upper middle class. The wage-earners living in the brownstone apartments are doctors, lawyers, and professors. (On p. 48, we find out that Liza’s father is an engineer who attended MIT.)

Write a character analysis of Chad, Liza’s younger brother.

• Chad is 15, two years younger than Liza.

• Chad and Liza have a playful relationship. Liza and Chad end up throwing leaves at each other in chapter 2.

• Chad has been memorizing the Powers of Congress and is surprised that Liza doesn’t remember them. He wonders what is the point of memorizing something at age 15 if you will forget it by age 17?

• Chad is perceptive. He says that Liza must be in love. As it turns out, this is true. (This is a good example of foreshadowing.)

What is foreshadowing, and what example of it do we see in Chapter 2?

The 6th edition of A Handbook to Literature by C. Hugh Holman and William Harmon defines “foreshadowing” in this way: “The presentation of material in a work in such a way that later events are prepared for” (201).

Here are a couple of other definitions: 


Foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in literature.

Source: 

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/foreshadowing.html

Date Accessed: 2 October 2011

Definition: A literary device used to hint at events that will follow later in the story, sometimes generating feelings of anxiety or suspense. Anton Chekhov once said that “if there is a gun hanging on the wall in the first act, it must fire in the last.” That remark captures the essence of foreshadowing.

Source: 

http://contemporarylit.about.com/library/bldef-foreshadowing



Of course, plays also contain foreshadowing. 

Chad is perceptive. He says that Liza must be in love. As it turns out, this is true. (This is a good example of foreshadowing.)

What is the financial situation of Foster Academy? Who is Mr. Piccolo?

• Foster Academy — a private school — is in financial trouble. That is why they have consulted a professional fundraiser and started a “major campaign” (18).

• The fundraising campaign is significant because the fundraisers will want to avoid any sign of scandal — a scandal could result in people not wanting to donate money to Foster Academy.

• Mr. Piccolo is on the fundraising committee. He is also a parent whose daughter — Jennifer — attends Foster Academy. Both Mr. Piccolo and Jennifer are like the musical instrument they are named after: tall and thin.

• A piccolo plays an important part in John Philip Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever.” A piccolo is a musical instrument that is a small flute that produces music an octave higher than a standard flute.

Write a character analysis of Sally Jarrell.

• We learn that Sally Jarrell later changes, but that in this chapter she is a true original who goes her own way. 

• Sally Jarrell is a go-getter, apparently, who doesn’t mind setting up her own ear-piercing clinic.

• Unfortunately, she hasn’t thought things through. A number of girls whose ears she pierces end up holding bloody tissues to their ears in various classes.

• Neither Sally nor Liza are in cliques.

• Liza says about Sally, “In a world of people who seemed to have come out of duplicating machines, Sally Jarrell was no one’s copy, not that fall anyway” (19).

Did Liza act properly when she learned about Sally Jarrell’s ear-piercing clinic?

• No, she should have been more responsible. Sally is not a doctor, and it’s best to have a professional do body mutilation — uh, ear piercing.

• Still, Liza does consider the situation carefully and make decisions, although she makes the wrong decisions — the decisions that the procedure is sanitary enough and that Sally should be allowed to continue piercing ears.

• Jennifer Piccolo is hurt when her ears are pierced — this should be reason enough for Liza to stop Sally from piercing more ears.

• Liza does like Sally a lot — that may be clouding her judgment.

If you feel like doing research, investigate a few of the problems that can result from body piercing. (Do not plagiarize.)

Most body piercing is done in the earlobes, and most people do not have problems arising from piercings. Both men and women get body piercings in various parts of their bodies.

Piercing the earlobes is usually safe, although problems can arise when other parts of the ear are pierced because the needle goes through cartilage. Piercings through cartilage are more likely to become infected than piercings through earlobes.

The most common problem from piercings is infection of the pierced site. 

Diseases can also be spread through piercing the body if a sterile technique is not used. The diseases that can be transmitted include hepatitis B or hepatitis C, tuberculosis, syphilis, HIV, and blood infections (sepsis).

In addition, the person having the piercing may discover that he or she is allergic to the metal used in the jewelry displayed in the pierced body part.

Write a character analysis of Ms. Stevenson.

• Ms. Stevenson teaches art and is faculty advisor to student council.

• Ms. Stevenson is strict but fair.

• Ms. Stevenson recognizes that Sally’s piercing of ears is not a good idea.

• Ms. Stevenson does have pierced ears — but a doctor pierced her ears. Also, she was in college when her ears were pierced.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind-:
A Discussion Guide

David
Bruce






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





