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​INTRODUCTION
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Let me tell you something—trade isn’t just about numbers and spreadsheets. It’s about power. It’s about leverage. And for too long, America has been on the losing side. I didn’t come into office to play nice with countries that have been taking advantage of us for decades. I came in to win. And that’s exactly what we’ve been doing.
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WHEN I TOOK OFFICE, I inherited a country that was being taken to the cleaners. Our factories were closing, jobs were disappearing, and our trade deficits were ballooning. It was a disaster. But I didn’t sit around complaining.
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I IMPOSED TARIFFS ON steel and aluminum—25% and 10%, respectively. People said it would start a trade war. Well, guess what? We were already in a trade war, and we were losing. So I fought back. And I didn’t stop there. I slapped tariffs on China—145%. That’s right, 145%.
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BUT IT WASN’T JUST about China. I went to Canada and Mexico too. They thought they could take advantage of us under NAFTA. I told them, “Not anymore.” We renegotiated NAFTA into the USMCA, and I made sure it was a deal that worked for America.
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AND LET’S NOT FORGET about the European Union. I hit them with tariffs on their cars and other goods. They came to the table, and we started getting better deals.

––––––––

[image: ]


NOW, SOME PEOPLE SAID I was being too aggressive. They said I was upsetting our allies and causing chaos in the global economy. But you know what? Sometimes you have to shake things up to get results. And we got results. Our economy is stronger than ever. Jobs are coming back. Wages are rising. And America is respected again.
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BUT IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT the economy. It’s about standing up for our workers. It’s about saying, “You matter.” For too long, the elites in Washington and the globalists in other countries have ignored the American worker. I didn’t. I made sure they had a voice. And I made sure their interests came first.
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THIS BOOK IS ABOUT that fight. It’s about how we turned the tables on unfair trade practices. It’s about how we disrupted the global order and put America first. It’s about how we reshaped the future of global trade.
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SO BUCKLE UP. IT’S been a wild ride. And we’re just getting started.
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​CHAPTER ONE
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​THE RISE OF TARIFF POLITICS
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PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP’S approach to trade policy has been marked by a decisive shift toward protectionism, characterized by the implementation of high tariffs on imports. This strategy, aimed at reshaping the U.S. trade landscape, has had significant implications for both domestic industries and international relations.

Escalation of Tariffs

In early 2025, President Trump introduced a series of aggressive tariff measures. On April 2, he announced a minimum 10% tariff on all U.S. imports, effective April 5. This move was followed by additional tariffs ranging from 11% to 50% on imports from 57 countries, with China facing the highest rates. These tariffs were positioned as reciprocal actions in response to trade imbalances and unfair practices by trading partners .
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Impact on Trade Relations
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THE IMPOSITION OF THESE tariffs led to immediate retaliatory measures from affected countries. China responded by increasing tariffs on U.S. goods to 145%, while the U.S. imposed a 125% tariff on Chinese imports. Other nations, including Canada and Mexico, also enacted counter-tariffs, escalating trade tensions globally .

Domestic Economic Consequences

The tariff policies have had mixed effects on the U.S. economy. While certain sectors, such as steel and aluminum, experienced temporary relief from foreign competition, other industries faced increased costs due to higher prices for imported raw materials. For instance, manufacturers relying on imported components saw production costs rise, potentially leading to job losses in those sectors .
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Consumer Impact
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CONSUMERS HAVE BORNE a significant portion of the cost of these tariffs. The increased prices of imported goods have led to higher overall consumer prices, affecting household budgets. Economists estimate that the typical U.S.
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Strategic Objectives

––––––––

[image: ]


PRESIDENT TRUMP'S TARIFF strategy is rooted in a broader vision of reshaping U.S. trade relations. By imposing high tariffs, the administration aims to encourage domestic production, reduce trade deficits, and assert leverage in negotiations with trading partners. The approach reflects a shift from multilateral trade agreements to bilateral negotiations, emphasizing direct leverage over traditional trade diplomacy.
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