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July 10, 1754, - Albany Plan of Union Adopted
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Albany Plan of Union

When Benjamin Franklin learned that colonial leaders planned a Congress in Albany, New York in 1754 to plan united action on several issues he printed the cartoon "Join or Die," in his newspaper. The cartoon appeared in The Pennsylvania Gazette and featured a dead snake cut into thirteen pieces, the implication being that the colonies, like a snake cut into pieces, would perish if they remained disunited.

Reasons for the Albany Congress

Originally encouraged by the King and Parliament to propose a treaty to deal with the Iroquois tribe, Colonial leaders also intended to discuss taking united action on several other issues regarding mutual defense. The French still controlled Canada and the Spanish threatened from the south. There was always the threat from the various Amerindian tribes. During this time the French were stirring up the native tribes in the Ohio Valley to attack the British settlements in Virginia and Pennsylvania. The colonies that bordered Canada suffered frequent incursions from the northern tribes. Many colonial leaders were coming to the conclusion that a plan for united defense from all colonies would be beneficial to all. Not surprisingly, Benjamin Franklin came up with a plan. The colonial assemblies in Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New Hampshire all sent representatives to this Congress. Pennsylvania chose Benjamin Franklin to represent the colony. 

An Emerging Idea

The idea of a united Colonial government had occurred to many Colonial leaders at the time, Franklin among them. Many had published articles outlining proposals for these plans. Franklin was one of these men and during his trip from Philadelphia to Albany he penned letters to several of the New York delegates with proposals. During this trip he wrote a draft version of his plan. 

The Albany Congress

The Congress held its first session on June 19, 1754. The delegates held a vote on June 24 to consider union and the result was a unanimous consensus to formulate a plan for union. The committee charged with writing it submitted a draft version on June 28. From that date until July 10, the Congress debated and revised the plan. On July 10, 1754 the delegates voted to adopt the plan and sent it out to the colonial assemblies for consideration.

Rejection by the Assemblies, the King and Parliament

Parliamentary leaders and the King studied the plan and decided not to push it in the colonies. They had initially encouraged a union of some sort but upon considering the plan they feared that they were creating a political entity that they could not control. The various assemblies considered the plan and all rejected it. They feared losing some of their power and taxing authority to a centralized government. The colonies were not quite ready for a unified government. Delegates from these colonies first met on June 19, 1754. 

It is proposed that humble application be made for an act of Parliament of Great Britain, by virtue of which one general government may be formed in America, including all the said colonies, within and under which government each colony may retain its present constitution, except in the particulars wherein a change may be directed by the said act, as hereafter follows.

1. That the said general government be administered by a President-General, to be appointed and supported by the crown; and a Grand Council, to be chosen by the representatives of the people of the several Colonies met in their respective assemblies.

2. That within—months after the passing such act, the House of Representatives that happen to be sitting within that time, or that shall be especially for that purpose convened, may and shall choose members for the Grand Council, in the following proportion, that is to say,

Massachusetts Bay - 7

New Hampshire - 2

Connecticut - 5

Rhode Island - 2

New York - 4

New Jersey - 3

Pennsylvania - 6

Maryland - 4

Virginia - 7

North Carolina - 4

South Carolina - 4 

Total - 48

3.—who shall meet for the first time at the city of Philadelphia, being called by the President-General as soon as conveniently may be after his appointment.

4. That there shall be a new election of the members of the Grand Council every three years; and, on the death or resignation of any member, his place should be supplied by a new choice at the next sitting of the Assembly of the Colony he represented.

5. That after the first three years, when the proportion of money arising out of each Colony to the general treasury can be known, the number of members to be chosen for each Colony shall, from time to time, in all ensuing elections, be regulated by that proportion, yet so as that the number to be chosen by any one Province be not more than seven, nor less than two.

6. That the Grand Council shall meet once in every year, and oftener if occasion require, at such time and place as they shall adjourn to at the last preceding meeting, or as they shall be called to meet at by the President-General on any emergency; he having first obtained in writing the consent of seven of the members to such call, and sent duly and timely notice to the whole.

7. That the Grand Council have power to choose their speaker; and shall neither be dissolved, prorogued, nor continued sitting longer than six weeks at one time, without their own consent or the special command of the crown.

8. That the members of the Grand Council shall be allowed for their service ten shillings sterling per diem, during their session and journey to and from the place of meeting; twenty miles to be reckoned a day's journey.

9. That the assent of the President-General be requisite to all acts of the Grand Council, and that it be his office and duty to cause them to be carried into execution.

10. That the President-General, with the advice of the Grand Council, hold or direct all Indian treaties, in which the general interest of the Colonies may be concerned; and make peace or declare war with Indian nations.

11. That they make such laws as they judge necessary for regulating all Indian trade.

12. That they make all purchases from Indians, for the crown, of lands not now within the bounds of particular Colonies, or that shall not be within their bounds when some of them are reduced to more convenient dimensions.

13. That they make new settlements on such purchases, by granting lands in the King's name, reserving a quitrent to the crown for the use of the general treasury.

14. That they make laws for regulating and governing such new settlements, till the crown shall think fit to form them into particular governments.

15. That they raise and pay soldiers and build forts for the defence of any of the Colonies, and equip vessels of force to guard the coasts and protect the trade on the ocean, lakes, or great rivers; but they shall not impress men in any Colony, without the consent of the Legislature.

16. That for these purposes they have power to make laws, and lay and levy such general duties, imposts, or taxes, as to them shall appear most equal and just (considering the ability and other circumstances of the inhabitants in the several Colonies), and such as may be collected with the least inconvenience to the people; rather discouraging luxury, than loading industry with unnecessary burdens.

17. That they may appoint a General Treasurer and Particular Treasurer in each government when necessary; and, from time to time, may order the sums in the treasuries of each government into the general treasury; or draw on them for special payments, as they find most convenient.

18. Yet no money to issue but by joint orders of the President-General and Grand Council; except where sums have been appropriated to particular purposes, and the President-General is previously empowered by an act to draw such sums.

19. That the general accounts shall be yearly settled and reported to the several Assemblies.

20. That a quorum of the Grand Council, empowered to act with the President-General, do consist of twenty-five members; among whom there shall be one or more from a majority of the Colonies.

21. That the laws made by them for the purposes aforesaid shall not be repugnant, but, as near as may be, agreeable to the laws of England, and shall be transmitted to the King in Council for approbation, as soon as may be after their passing; and if not disapproved within three years after presentation, to remain in force.

22. That, in case of the death of the President-General, the Speaker of the Grand Council for the time being shall succeed, and be vested with the same powers and authorities, to continue till the King's pleasure be known.

23. That all military commission officers, whether for land or sea service, to act under this general constitution, shall be nominated by the President-General; but the approbation of the Grand Council is to be obtained, before they receive their commissions. And all civil officers are to be nominated by the Grand Council, and to receive the President-General's approbation before they officiate.

24. But, in case of vacancy by death or removal of any officer, civil or military, under this constitution, the Governor of the Province in which such vacancy happens may appoint, till the pleasure of the President-General and Grand Council can be known.

25. That the particular military as well as civil establishments in each Colony remain in their present state, the general constitution notwithstanding; and that on sudden emergencies any Colony may defend itself, and lay the accounts of expense thence arising before the President-General and General Council, who may allow and order payment of the same, as far as they judge such accounts just and reasonable.
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October 07, 1765 - Stamp Act Congress

Historians generally regard the Stamp Act Congress as the first organized political actions of the American Revolutionary period. The assemblies of the colonies chose delegates using many different procedures, some of which were unusual. The governors of Virginia and Georgia had prevented their assemblies from choosing delegate, thus these two colonies did not attend. Other colonies had either declined or did not have assemblies to invite. Nine out of a total of twenty-one British colonies sent delegates. Delegates began to gather in New York in late September and early October. The first session took place on October 6, 1765 in Federal Hall, then called New York Hall. Due to the extra-legal nature of the meeting, the meetings took place in private sessions. Few records of the discussions have survived, so little is known of the discussions that took place. On the first day, the delegates chose the officers. Massachusetts delegate Timothy Ruggles served as chairman and John Cotton as Secretary, also from Massachusetts. Many British officials considered the gathering as illegal. The meeting also alarmed the British Board of Trade, which was in charge of colonial affairs; however the meeting was already in progress when these officials learned of it in England. 

Connecticut

Eliphalet Dyler

William Johnson

David Rowland

Delaware

Thomas McKean

Caesar Rodney

Maryland

William Murdock

Edward Tighman

Thomas Ringgold

Massachusetts

Sam Adams

James Otis

Oliver Partridge

Timothy Ruggles

New Jersey

Hendrick Fisher

Joseph Gordon

Robert Ogden

New York

William Bayard

John Cruger

Leonard Lispinard

Phillip Livingston

Robert Livingston

Pennsylvania

George Bryan

John Dickinson

John Morton

Rhode Island

Metcalf Bowler

Henry Ward

South Carolina

Christopher Gadsden

Thomas Lynch

John Rutledge

Officers of the Stamp Act Congress

President – Timothy Ruggles

Secretary – John Cotton

Colonies Prevented From Sending Delegates

Georgia

Virginia

Colonies that Declined to Send Delegates

North Carolina

New Hampshire

Nova Scotia

Colonies That Did Not Have Assemblies

Quebec

Newfoundland

East Florida

West Florida 

Indian Reserve

Prince Edward Island

Rupert’s Land

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​

[image: ]




October 07, 1765 - John Dickenson Attends Stamp Act Congress

The Pennsylvania Assembly chose John Dickenson to represent them in the Stamp Act Congress in spite of his losing his seat in the assembly because of a political spat with Benjamin Franklin. Dickenson had become one of the leaders in the fight against the Stamp Act and had written a pamphlet called The Late Regulations Respecting the British Colonies... Considered, earlier in the year. The pamphlet urged the colonists to use economic pressure against Britain to make them repeal the Act. The booklet was widely read, leading the Assembly to appoint Dickenson to attend the Stamp Act Congress in New York. He became the de facto leader of the assembly and largely drafted the Declaration of Rights and Grievances. 
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October 19, 1765 - Stamp Act Congress Adopts Declaration of Rights and Grievances
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On October 19, 1765 the delegates had reviewed the first document that they would pass, the Declaration of Rights and Grievances. Written largely by Pennsylvania delegate John Dickenson, the document asserted the loyalty of the colonies to Great Britain and declared their right to only be taxed by their elected representatives in the various colonial assemblies. 

The text of the Declaration:

The Resolutions of the Stamp Act Congress October 19 1765

Introduction

The members of this Congress, sincerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of affection and duty to His Majesty's Person and Government, inviolably attached to the present happy establishment of the Protestant succession, and with minds deeply impressed by a sense of the present and impending misfortunes of the British colonies on this continent; having considered as maturely as time will permit the circumstances of the said colonies, esteem it our indispensable duty to make the following declarations of our humble opinion, respecting the most essential rights and liberties Of the colonists, and of the grievances under which they labor, by reason of several late Acts of Parliament.

That His Majesty's subjects in these colonies, owe the same allegiance to the Crown of Great-Britain, that is owing from his subjects born within the realm, and all due subordination to that august body the Parliament of Great Britain.

That His Majesty's liege subjects in these colonies are entitled to all the inherent rights and liberties of his natural born subjects within the kingdom of Great-Britain.

That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted right of Englishmen, that no taxes be imposed on them, but with their own consent, given personally, or by their representatives.

That the people of these colonies are not, and from their local circumstances cannot be, represented in the House of Commons in Great-Britain.

That the only representatives of the people of these colonies, are persons chosen therein by them, and that no taxes ever have been, or can be constitutionally imposed on them, but by their respective legislatures.

That all supplies to the Crown, being free gifts of the people, it is unreasonable and inconsistent with the principles and spirit of the British Constitution, for the people of Great-Britain to grant to His Majesty the property of the colonists.

That trial by jury is the inherent and invaluable right of every British subject in these colonies.

That the late Act of Parliament, entitled, An Act for granting and applying certain Stamp Duties, and other Duties, in the British colonies and plantations in America, etc., by imposing taxes on the inhabitants of these colonies, and the said Act, and several other Acts, by extending the jurisdiction of the courts of Admiralty beyond its ancient limits, have a manifest tendency to subvert the rights and liberties of the colonists.

That the duties imposed by several late Acts of Parliament, from the peculiar circumstances of these colonies, will be extremely burthensome and grievous; and from the scarcity of specie, the payment of them absolutely impracticable.

That as the profits of the trade of these colonies ultimately center in Great-Britain, to pay for the manufactures which they are obliged to take from thence, they eventually contribute very largely to all supplies granted there to the Crown.

That the restrictions imposed by several late Acts of Parliament, on the trade of these colonies, will render them unable to purchase the manufactures of Great-Britain.

That the increase, prosperity, and happiness of these colonies, depend on the full and free enjoyment of their rights and liberties, and an intercourse with Great-Britain mutually affectionate and advantageous

That it is the right of the British subjects in these colonies, to petition the King, Or either House of Parliament.

Lastly, That it is the indispensable duty of these colonies, to the best of sovereigns, to the mother country, and to themselves, to endeavor by a loyal and dutiful address to his Majesty, and humble applications to both Houses of Parliament, to procure the repeal of the Act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, of all clauses of any other Acts of Parliament, whereby the jurisdiction of the Admiralty is extended as aforesaid, and of the other late Acts for the restriction of American commerce.
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October 25, 1765 - Stamp Act Congress Adjourns

In the days following the adoption of the Declaration of Rights and Privileges, committees began drafting three more documents. These included a petition to Parliament's House of Commons, an address to the King and a Memorial to the House of Lords. Divisions among the delegations of the different colonies erupted when the committees presented these documents to the full Congress. Several delegates refused to sign them, citing limitations on their authority placed by their respective assemblies. Others refused on principal. In the end, delegates from six colonies signed the documents on October 25, 1765, and the Congress adjourned. Copies were made of the various documents and sent to the colonial assemblies that did not participate. In the end, every colonial assembly but one approved the Declaration of Rights and Privileges. 

Aftermath

The House of Commons rejected the petition, mainly on the grounds that the Congress was an illegal gathering. Colonial boycotts of British goods and resistance to the Stamp Act contributed more to its eventual repeal than the deliberations of the Stamp Act Congress. However, the gathering was the first concerted gathering of delegates from several different colonies and helped to plant the seeds to greater cooperation that led to the Continental Congress in 1774.
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December 16, 1773 - Boston Tea Party
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Parliament had passed the Tea Act on May 10, 1773 to help the struggling East India Company compete with other tea importers. The legislation allowed the company to undersell their competition, including colonial tea smugglers. The company sent ships to Boston, New York, Charleston, and Philadelphia in September, 1773 with combined cargoes of over 500,000 pounds of tea. Tea importers in Charleston, New York, and Philadelphia, under pressure from local patriot groups, refused the shipments. However, the Boston merchants allowed the ships to dock. 

The Ships

The East India Company had sent four ships bearing tea to Boston. These ships, the William, Eleanor, Dartmouth and Beaver, had departed England on September 2, 1773. The William had encountered bad weather and wrecked on December 10. The remaining ships arrived, the Dartmouth in late November with the other two docking in early December. 

Protests

Samuel Adams and the Sons of Liberty protested the arrival of the tea and demanded that the East India Company return it to England. The Boston merchants, backed up by Massachusetts Governor Thomas Hutchinson, refused. As a side note, two of the merchants were Hutchinson's sons and one was a nephew. The final meeting between Boston citizens and the governor took place at the Old South Meeting House on December 15. Historians estimate that over 7000 people gathered at the meeting. The protesters learned that Hutchinson's decision was final. Since British law stipulated that the tea must be unloaded twenty days after its arrival or face confiscation by import authorities, workers would unload the cargo of the Dartmouth, the first ship to arrive. Its deadline would be December 16. 

The Boston Tea Party

The Sons of Liberty, led by Samuel Adams, had made prior arrangements to meet at the dock if Hutchinson persisted in his quest to unload the tea. Just after midnight, on December 16, Adams and a group of the Sons of Liberty boarded the three ships. Taking great care to not damage any part of the ship, rigging or personal property of the crew or the captain, the Sons confiscated the tea, broke open the crates and tossed them over the side into the salty water, ruining the tea. The men, many dressed as Amerindians, watched carefully to ensure no one stole any of the tea, even reprimanding watchers on the dock that tried to put spilled tea into their pockets. The men destroyed over 340 crates of tea, containing over 92,000 pounds of tea. The cargo would be valued at over $1,700,000 in today's dollars. During the incident, only one padlock was broken. The captain of the boat owned that padlock, which members of the Sons of Liberty replaced the next day.
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