
  
    [image: Coach’s Assist]
  


  
    
      COACH’S ASSIST

      MM COACH/PLAYER SPORTS ROMANCE

      
        RUSTIN LOGGERHEADS

        BOOK 1

      

    

    
      
        WEST GREENE

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright ©April 2025 by West Greene

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      Formatting: Tiff Writes Romance

      Cover Design: Tiff Writes Romance

      Editing: Tiff Writes Romance

      Proofreading: Kimberly Peterson

    

  


  
    
      For Riley, my reason for everything that I do.

      

      For every reader who screams and dances every time the coach finally falls for his player.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

          

        

      

    

    
      This book contains elements, themes, and situations that some readers may not find enjoyable. These include **mentions of unsupportive parents, a coach having a relationship with his player, the main MC (player) being diagnosed with COVID-19, and a head injury from playing basketball while sick.

      **Mentions of unsupportive parents: their unsupportiveness does NOT stem from the MC’s sexuality. It stems from career choice.

      If you find any of the above triggering, I advise against reading.

      Have any questions before diving in? Please reach out to me via Instagram, Facebook, or my email: authorwestgreene@gmail.com.

      Continuing from here?  Happy reading!
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        Damien

      

      

      My skull was pounding, and if I moved my head too quickly, the court would spin around me, making my stomach slosh and sending me off kilter. I was one hundred percent off my game tonight, and I knew Coach Hayes could tell, but I refused to sit out a single game when we were in the playoffs.

      It was March Madness, the most important time of the season, and I was determined to get us to the final four and bring the championship home my senior year of college. I would be graduating in a couple of months, and we’d come close every year since I started playing to win the championship, but we always fell short.

      Not this fucking year. I would not allow it to happen.

      Especially when I was hoping to use the championship win to butter Coach Hayes up and soften him so I could maybe come on to him. The man was all about following the rules and could be a damn hard ass. Despite his strict discipline and his refusal to veer from the rules, which included absolutely no fraternizing between coaches and players, it didn’t stop him from staring at me a few seconds too long every game, every practice, and every fucking time we were in the locker room when he was giving the team a pep talk while we changed or showered.

      And fuck, if the way his intense gaze raked over me didn’t make me hard every damn time… I was so fucking gone for him.

      I reached out to catch the ball my teammate passed to me, but I moved my head too fast. My equilibrium was instantly destabilized, and my feet shot out from under me. My stomach sloshed, and vomit rose up my esophagus. I vaguely realized I was throwing up on myself before I hit the court so hard, my head bounced off the floor and I promptly knocked myself out.
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        * * *

      

      When I came to, I felt like absolute shit. My head hurt worse than it had all day, my mouth tasted like stomach acid and the tacos I’d had for lunch, and I was so fucking cold. I shivered and rolled to my side, slowly dragging my swollen eyes open to take in the room around me.

      I was in the trainer’s office. Shit.

      Coach Hayes was standing near the door, his back leaning against the wall. His arms were crossed over his chest, and he was staring at me as if I’d personally offended him. I grimaced. “Hi, Coach,” I rasped. Then, I coughed because fuck, my throat hurt.

      Jett’s dark eyes flared with anger. Why did he have to look so hot when he was angry? “How long have you been sick?” he demanded.

      I winced. “Just started this morning,” I admitted. “I thought I’d be fine. Thought I could get through this game, and then, I could rest for the next three days until our next one.”

      “You thought wrong,” he snapped at me. “You have COVID, Damien.” I groaned. Fucking COVID. “Now, the whole team has to be tested, and you need to quarantine until your results show negative.”

      “Quarantine?” I rasped, shaking my head, groaning after. I struggled into a sitting position. Jett instantly moved forward to help me, his massive, calloused hands firm and strong on my upper arms. I shivered again, this time because of how good it felt when he touched me. With a grunt, Coach Hayes began peeling his hoodie off, revealing a sliver of his flat, hairy stomach before his shirt fell back down. He thrust the hoodie at me.

      “Put it on,” he ordered when I slowly took the offered article of clothing from him. “And yes, Damien. Quarantine. You will not be playing again or practicing until your results are negative and a doctor has cleared you.”
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