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​Islamic Political Ideology & Political Culture

​1. Divine Sovereignty and Tawḥīd in Islamic Political Ideology
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At the heart of Islamic political thought lies tawḥīd—the oneness of God—asserting that all authority originates from the Divine. Sovereignty (ḥakimiyya) belongs to Allah alone; rulers serve as His vicegerents (khalīfa) on earth. The Quran and Sunnah provide the normative framework (Sharīʿa) governing public and private life, merging moral, legal, and political realms. Islamic ideology emphasizes accountability before God, justice (‘adl), and welfare (maṣlaḥa) as primary objectives. Concepts like shūrā (consultation) and bay‘ah (oath of allegiance) institutionalize collective input and legitimacy. This holistic vision contrasts with secular models by subordinating human legislation to transcendent imperatives, aiming to cultivate governance that harmonizes spiritual values with societal well-being.
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​2. Maṣlaḥa and ‘Adl: Objectives of Islamic Governance
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Central to Islamic political ideology is the principle of public interest (maṣlaḥa), which guides legal interpretation and policy decisions. Scholars like al-Māwardī and al-Shāṭibī argue that laws must preserve five essentials: religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property. Justice (‘adl) ensures equitable treatment and prevents tyranny; benevolence (raḥma) mandates caring for the vulnerable through zakāt and waqf. This ethical-legal nexus shapes governance structures—courts, consultative councils, and fiscal institutions—to align policies with both divine injunctions and communal needs. By integrating moral maxims with pragmatic considerations, Islamic ideology aspires to an adaptive yet principled statecraft responsive to changing circumstances without compromising core values.
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