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A Faith Filled ​Journey

.

​What does faith mean according to the Bible?

The closest that the Bible comes to offering an exact definition is Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” From this passage we see that the central feature of faith is confidence or trust.

In the Bible, the object of faith is God and his promises. A clear example of this is Abram’s encounter with God in Genesis 15. In response to God’s promise of countless descendants, Abram “believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” (Gen 15:6). Commenting on this, the Apostle Paul writes, “No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.” (Rom 4:20-21). Thus, faith means putting your trust in God and having confidence that he will fulfill his promises.

Come and join Connie Clyburn, Teresa Smyser, and Jacqueline Terrill to dive deep into our daily dose of devotionals. We welcome you to join us and let us help guide you on your journey.

Dedication Page

Dedicated to her husband Neil Terrill, children, and grandchildren. Also, in loving memory of mother, Dorothy Broadbent, a woman of unwavering faith throughout her life.

Dedicated to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Jacqueline’s mission is to bring the Bible to the public eye for a better understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ. She volunteers with Bible feet, distributing Bibles.

[image: image]

About The Authors

[image: image]ABOUT THE AUTHOR JACQUELINE TERRILL

​Introducing Jacqueline Terrill: An Accomplished Entrepreneur and Author. Jacqueline Terrill is a thriving entrepreneur with a remarkable academic background. She pursued Business at the Business Institute School in Pennsylvania, Marketing at Gannon University, and Writing at Penn State, culminating in earning her Publishing degree. Jacqueline is a talented writer, exploring various genres such as mystery, suspense, paranormal, and retro-historical fiction. Through networking with fellow authors, she enhanced her digital design skills and eventually assumed the role of Editor-In-Chief at Pittsburg Press Magazine​.
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Description automatically generated]ABOUT THE AUTHOR CONNIE CLYBURN

Connie Clyburn is an author, award-winning writer, editor, and avid researcher who hails from Tennessee. When not working on her latest manuscript, you will find her taking photos and working on the latest edition of her magazine, ah law, you all! Celebrating Southern Appalachia.

[image: image]ABOUT THE AUTHOR TERESA SMYSER

There’s always time to read!.

Teresa Smyser lives in Northern Alabama with her warrior husband. They have two married children, two fantastic grandsons and two beautiful granddaughters. After graduating from Eastern Kentucky University, she works as an accountant while squeezing out time to write her Christian romance novels. She is a firm believer that chocolate and peanut butter should be in every diet. Teresa’s prayer is not only will her novels entertain, but they will point people to the love and hope found in her Jesus.
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Three well respected authors, Jacqueline Terrill, Connie Clyburn, and Teresa Smyser came together to inspire women in a faith filled Christian journey.

It contains a daily faith-filled dialogue to keep you inspired on your Christian Walk and feed your spirit with wise words of wisdom.

Each page is a source of encouragement, designed to uplift and empower women in their spiritual journey.

From overcoming life's challenges to celebrating its joys, the book serves as a daily companion, offering prayers, reflections, and actionable steps to grow closer to God.

Faith Upon Faith
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​​Day 1

Written by Author Jacqueline Terrill

FAITH UPON FAITH

Stay determined, patient, and persistent in every situation. Maintain a positive outlook and embrace success even in the face of obstacles and challenges. Life brings a myriad of difficulties, including health issues, financial struggles, and emotional hurdles like jealousy, pride, greed, lust, heartbreak, or envy. It is vital to stay steadfast with belief and forgive those who have hurt us. Forgiveness plays a key role in our inner peace and recovery.

Life is a journey filled with difficulties. I faced a significant loss early in my life when my younger brother tragically passed away. The pain was immense, and my mother, despite her quiet demeanor, remained strong. The details of his passing were never openly discussed, and one day I stumbled upon a police report on the refrigerator.

Reading about his accident, caught in the rain, and found dead on the road, left me breathless and plunged me into a deep depression. The silence surrounding his death made it difficult for me to cope, and the emotional turmoil manifested physically as stomach pains. Despite putting on a brave face, I was aware of my inner struggles. After a tragic event, my sister, who lived in another state, called me in tears seeking help as she underwent surgery. Following my mother's guidance, I went to support her and stayed for a year until she recovered.

Sometime later, my older sister, who shared birthdays a few days apart from mine, faced another heartbreaking loss, her death. Despite facing numerous challenges, I found strength in my deep-rooted faith, determined not to falter like my parents. Despite my efforts to stay positive, things did not always go smoothly. A conversation with my cousin Renee led me closer to spirituality, as she inspired me to seek solace in the Lord. With a desire to heal souls like my cousin, I embarked on a journey that led me to write these devotionals.

If you are grappling with life's struggles, join me and my friends on this faith-filled journey.

James 1: 2-8

2 Consider it joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations.

3 Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance, steadfastness, and patience.

4 But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.

5 If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of [a]the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given to him.

6 Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering (no hesitating, no doubting). For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind.

7 For truly, let not such a person imagine that he will receive anything [he asks for] from the Lord,

8 [For being as he is] a man of two minds (hesitating, dubious, irresolute), [he is] unstable and unreliable and uncertain about everything [he thinks, feels, decides].

Friendship is a Blessing from God
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Day 2

Written by Connie Clyburn

Friendship is a Blessing from God

Oil and perfume make the heart glad,

So does the sweetness of a friend’s counsel that comes from the heart.

Proverbs 27:9 AMP

I count the friendships I have made over the years among the greatest blessings God has bestowed on me. Whether I see them regularly, or only stay connected occasionally through social media and email, my friends are jewels in my treasure trove.

The other neat aspect is that my friends come from all diverse backgrounds and sections of the country. Though our belief’s systems may sometimes differ, I can still glean nuggets of joy from those relationships. We truly are all people God created for a purpose. We are put on planet earth to help each other as part of His divine purpose.

One way my friendships with others benefit me is simply from being together. I can meet a friend for dinner at a favorite restaurant or a quick cup of coffee, but it is not the food that draws me there. It is the fellowship I crave. We can spend a couple of hours talking, sharing, and laughing, and I come away with a full heart and feeling refreshed.

Friendship provides a big dose of vitamin “be one”—it inspires me to keep moving forward, reaching for the top. Anytime I need a quick pick-me-up, I can text or message a friend, or even call them. My relationships work the other way as well. I am ready when a friend reaches out needing me for a good word or simply for time together to hang out where we can unwind and be ourselves.

That time is so important. I am reminded of how vital my relationships are through the words in Proverbs 27:9. The Lord compares a friend’s counsel to oil and perfume. Think of how precious fine oil is. It does not come cheap and is carefully made by hand. A craftsman spends quite a bit of time pressing the fruit to produce the best oil possible. Perfume is similar. It is not normally found sitting around on the store counter. The eau de parfum, also known as the good stuff, is normally kept behind glass where it is not easily accessible due to its value.

See, God does not think of our friendships as trivial. He designed those relationships for a special purpose. He sets divine appointments at just the right time for us to connect with the people He has appointed to be in our lives. Yes, there are certain people who are sent to us for a unique purpose. Sometimes they are there for a lifetime and sometimes for a brief time, for a specific reason.

It is to help us mourn the loss of another friendship or the loss of a loved one—or simply to remind us to laugh. A good chuckle shared with a friend is so important. Laughter is a stress reliever that renews us from head to toe.

My husband and I met a new group of friends about a year ago at our small town’s Friday night outdoor concert. As we all sat talking week after week, we found out we had a lot in common, and learned we loved to tell stories and laugh. We were hooked. Now the group meets in the off season at different cafes and restaurants around town just so we can keep up with the latest stories and continue laughing.
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