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1. Introduction


Firstly, this book has been written to help students, parents,
teachers and anyone else needing quotes on climate change. It has
not been written to provide a platform for
a particular view. In fact, there is a great little section at the
end to help students plan assignments or debating points.

 


So, what is climate change? In
simplified terms, it is any significant long-term change in the
patterns of weather that would be expected for a particular region.
One of the most dramatic examples was the ending of the last ice
age about 7,000 years ago. However, what concerns a lot of people
now are the recent changes in the environment which are believed to
be caused by increased greenhouse gases. Scientists have looked at
factors such as global temperatures, shrinking ice sheets, warming
oceans, decreased snow cover, declining Arctic sea ice, ocean
acidification and extreme weather events. There is widespread
belief that these changes have been caused by human activity.

 


The quotes have been grouped
into six different categories: political leaders, religious
leaders, other leaders, academics & scientists, entertainers
and climate change deniers (or sceptics). Sometimes, a person falls
into multiple categories such as Arnold Schwarzenegger or Peter
Garrett who both had careers in entertainment before going into
politics. In these cases, the quotes were placed in a category
where the person worked the longest or were best known.

 


Note that there are spelling
differences across the English-speaking world and the quote's
spelling will reflect the source. For example, a quote sourced from
an American will spell 'skeptic' rather than 'sceptic' which is
from a British or Australian source.

 


Hopefully, you will enjoy this
book and find some brilliant quotes that lift your assignment to
the top of the class!! If you do, please remember to leave good
reader feedback.

 


 




2. Political
Leaders

 


“Labor believes in
sustainability. We believe in acting on climate change, not just
talking about it.”

Anthony Albanese - Australian
Leader of the Opposition (2019-Present)

 


“Do you want to be a leader
that looks back in time and say that you were on the wrong side of
the argument when the world was crying out for a solution.”

Jacinda Ardern – Prime Minister
of New Zealand (2017 - Present)

 


“Climate change is my
generation's nuclear-free moment, and I am determined that we will
tackle it head-on.”

Jacinda Ardern – Prime Minister
of New Zealand (2017 - Present)

 


“If we take all this action and
if it turns out not to be true, we have reduced pollution and have
better ways to live, the downside is very small. The other way
around, and we don’t act, and it turns out to be true, then we have
betrayed future generations and we don’t have the right to do
that.”

Tony Blair– Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom 1997-2007

 


“Global warming is too serious
for the world any longer to ignore its danger or split into
opposing faction on it.”

Tony Blair - Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom 1997-2007

 


“We consider it vital that the
community of nations be drawn together in an orderly, disciplined,
rational way to review the history of our global environment, to
assess the potential for future climate change, and to develop
effective programs.”

George W. Bush – President of
the USA 2001-2009

 


“Climate change is a
consequence of the build-up of greenhouse gases over the past 200
years in the atmosphere, and virtually all these emissions came
from the rich countries.”

Gordon Brown - Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom 2007-2010

 


“The growing evidence of
climate change is forcing attention on carbon emissions and their
reduction.”

Gordon Brown - Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom 2007-2010

 


 


“If our economies are to
flourish, if global poverty is to be banished, and if the wellbeing
of the world's people enhanced - not just in this generation but in
succeeding generations - we must make sure we take care of the
natural environment and resources on which our economic activity
depends.”

Gordon Brown– Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom 2007-2010

 


“We're all agreed that climate
change is one of the greatest and most daunting challenges of our
age. We have a moral imperative to act and act now.”

David Cameron – Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom 2010-2016

 


“The UK is leading, not
following, on climate change.”
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