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I dedicate this book to all my friends old and new.  Once a friend always a friend if you knew me


I dedicate this book to my family old and new especially Chasity and Chad


To the ones I love and shared love


To all the women I have known during my life near and far


To those that helped me create this book and 


Dedicated to the memory of Clare “My FIRST Wife,” Helen “sexy, cute and cuddly,” Robin “Love of my life,” Vicki “Meant to be together” And Jennifer “fun, fun, fun”


 To God and country for making ALL this possible
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How Hollywood Got Sex and Life All Wrong


In the beginning....
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The Bruce family according to the internet lived in France somewhere in the 600 AD era migrating to England and Scotland where they settled about 1000 AD. 

The exact location of the place from which the family name is derived is under dispute. The traditional interpretation is that the name is derived from the place-name Brix, in La Manche. 

[image: Body Of Water ]By Samuel Wölfl from Pexels

It is argued, however, that there is no tangible evidence in support of this and that the name is derived from the place name Le Brus, in Calvados. 

Spelling variations of this family name include Bruce, Brus, Bruys, Bruse and others. 

For many English families, the political and religious disarray that plagued their homeland made the frontiers of the New World an attractive prospect.  Thousand migrated, aboard cramped disease-ridden ships. They arrived sick, poor, and hungry, but were welcomed in many cases with far greater opportunity than at home in England. Many of these hardy settlers went on to make important contributions to the emerging nations in which they landed.

Some of the first settlers of this family name or some of its variants were Alexander Bruce who settled in Virginia in 1716; James Bruce settled in South Carolina in 1716; Richard Bruce settled in Virginia in 1650; James Bruce settled in New York City with his wife Janet and ten children in 1775. 

According to Paul E. Bruce (Dad) our family tree came from the New York area and migrated west to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. From there some family members moved to Jackson, Michigan and others headed to Ohio. 
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My Grandparents....
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My grandfather, James M. Bruce was born about 1885 in Athens, Ohio.  After graduating from high school, he worked for the Tanian’s Grocery where he learned his trade as a butcher. After marrying my grandmother Mary Oliver in 1907 they then moved to Bremen, Ohio near Lancaster. 

[image: A picture containing text, outdoor, white, old

Description automatically generated]by Bremen Area Historical Society

In 1907 Bremen, Ohio, was considered “Oil City.” Most of the villagers were in some way related to or were oil drillers themselves. Bremen was a boomtown. The Village was growing slowly in 1884, with a population of 200 inhabitants. However, this all changed with the “oil boom,” which began around 1907. Small quantities of gas and oil had been produced by local wells before this, but when wells began producing 140 barrels per day and then 250 barrels per day, the race was on! Bremen enjoyed unparalleled prosperity during the next seven or eight years, then settled down to become an agricultural community once again. Outlying areas, including the private sector, also reaped the benefits of the gas and oil industry. After a couple of years in Bremen my grandparents moved to Nelsonville, Ohio where my dad was born in 1921 along with Albert, Garnet, and Robert who died in France during World War II by a sniper and another younger brother who died as a child. To my knowledge I never met my aunt Garnet, and I have a vague memory of Albert visiting on a couple of occasions. My mother told me my dad and my uncle Albert never got along.  Grandpa and 2 brothers bought a coal mine and its was called the Bruce Brothers Coal Mine in Nelsonville, Ohio.

[image: See the source image]

Photo by Pinterest

Grandma worked in a bank. My grandfather was diagnosed with tuberculosis which he got from working in the coal mine.  My grandfather and grandmother temporarily separated but did not divorce.  Grandpa sold everything he had which was seven (7) houses and his part of the coal mine and moved to Colorado Springs, Colorado where they had doctors to treat his tuberculosis for 6 years. While grandpa was away in Colorado, grandpa sent grandma money to live on. While grandma lived in Columbus with Garnett, they experienced one of the worst natural disasters in Columbus, Ohio known as the 1913 Flood. [image: Image result for Columbus Ohio Flood 1913]Photo by Herald-Dispatch

Grandma and Garnett had to be rescued by boat. Luckily, they lived in a high apartment building. My grandfather was a butcher by trade and took a job in the 1930s for the Kroger Company at a store on the west side of Columbus.

[image: A group of people standing outside a building

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Grandpa on the left. Photo by James Bruce

Barney Kroger opened his first grocery store in Cincinnati in 1883, and by the following year had opened his second store. By 1902, the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company had been incorporated. By this time, the company had grown to forty stores and sold $1.75 million worth of merchandise each year. In addition, Kroger became the first grocery chain to have its own bakery. Within a brief time, the stores began selling meat as well as the typical produce and other goods that groceries normally sold during this era. 

During the nineteenth century, customers would order the food that they wanted, and the grocers then delivered the order to their clients' homes. Kroger also followed this policy and, in 1913, began delivering its groceries with Model T trucks instead of with horse-drawn wagons. The company introduced another innovation in 1916 with the beginnings of self-service shopping. Like today, customers went to the grocery store, chose their own merchandise, and brought it home themselves. The Kroger Grocery and Baking Company soon began to expand outside of Cincinnati; by 1920, the chain had stores in Hamilton, Dayton, and Columbus, Ohio. Today, with nearly 2,800 stores in 35 states under two dozen banners and annual sales of more than $121.1 billion, Kroger today ranks as one of the world’s largest retailers.  Kroger - Wikipedia

Grandpa and his young family moved to Columbus’ west side until they were again flooded out by the flood of 1937, so they relocated near the Ohio State University. Grandpa also remodeled, built, and sold houses in his spare time. Grandpa and Grandma shortly after that moved to a Velma Avenue property located near the Ohio State Fairgrounds. James died in 1942 of complications from a hernia. He was 57 years old.

[image: Ohio State Fair]

Photo by James Bruce

My grandmother, born in 1888 Mary Oliver Bruce was a devoted housewife raising a family during difficult times.  My dad and grandma were close though I can barely remember her presence.  My dad and mom moved in with my grandmother shortly after their marriage.  In the early 1950’s my grandmother died after being hit by a truck while crossing Hudson Street in Columbus, Ohio near where we lived going to the store on April 11, 1951, at the age of 62. She was blind in one eye and apparently did not see it coming.  I remember it being a sad time for the Bruce household.

​
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My Parents...
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My father, Paul Emanual Bruce’s first memory growing up in Nelsonville, Ohio was the use of electricity. “My mom turned on all the lights in the house using the new electricity in celebration of such a great day.”  “Before that day, she would light up those old coal oil lamps which gave off little light.”  “I remember how happy we were and excited that day, something I will never forget”. The year was 1925. Later he deciding to quit school in his junior year so he could help support his mom. As soon as dad became 16 years old, he joined the CCC’s. The CCC’s was a new government program at the time that helped people after the great depression of the late 1920’s and 1930’s. [image: A picture containing text, tree, outdoor, beverage

Description automatically generated]The Civilian Conservation Corps eventually provided employment to nearly three million men by the program's end. Men of all races participated in the CCC, but workers were segregated into units based upon their race. At its peak, the CCC employed 500,000 men at one time. Ohio men also found work with the CCC, with approximately fourteen thousand Ohioans employed with the CCC every year that the program existed. Thanks to the CCC's employment opportunities, many Ohioans were able to cope with the Great Depression. The CCC also benefited Ohioans in other ways, including providing them with improved parks, flood, and soil erosion control projects. Perhaps the CCC's most important contribution to Ohio, beyond employing some of the state's residents, was the continued development of the Muskingum Conservancy District. The Civilian Conservation Corps remained in effect until 1942. 

By this point in time, the Great Depression had ended, and unemployment had dropped tremendously due to the creation of thousands of jobs associated with World War II.

Dad not only got a job, but he also got to travel and see the western United States which he loved. He served in the CCC’s for a couple of years making $1.00 a day and whenever he would get paid, he would send as much to his mom as possible. Dad was a champion boxer while serving time in the CCC’s (three C’s). When he was a younger man, he wanted so badly to see the western part of the United States that he and his brother stole some tires to go out west but was caught in Indiana. Because of this theft he spent 1 year in jail. It was the worst year of his life. He told me that sending his mom some money during his time he was in the CCC’s was something he was immensely proud of along with the award he won at church for memorizing the Ten Commandments when he was much younger. Dad was a Nazarene by faith and lived as a Christian throughout his life, but rarely went to church as an adult. He did not smoke, drink, or swear, loved to look at the stars on a clear night from our porch, but his greatest love was to work. Dad also in his youth experienced his first movie which was a war movie about World War One and it was a “silent movie,” where you had to read the script off the screen. His first “talkie” was a Tom Mix western. Another thrill was to go to the Ohio State University and watch Jesse Owens run track. After the CCC camps, Dad served in the Army as a mechanic during the war. Dad met mom in 1942 and they were married in 1943. 

World War II, also called the Second World War a conflict that involved virtually every part of the world during the years 1939–45. The principal belligerents were the Axis powers—Germany, Italy, and Japan—and the Allies—France, Great Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and, to a lesser extent, China. The war was in many respects a continuation, after an uneasy 20-year hiatus, of the disputes left unsettled by World War I. The 40,000,000–50,000,000 deaths incurred in World War II make it the bloodiest conflict, as well as the largest war, in history.
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A jubilant American sailor grabs and kisses a white-uniformed nurse while thousands jam Times Square to celebrate the long awaited-victory over Japan.

My mother, Rosa Kate Artrip grew up in Honaker, Virginia.  [image: Map

Description automatically generated]Image by James Bruce

A member of a large family (12) that farmed mainly tobacco, sugar cane and worked in the coal mines.  Her mother died of childbirth and her father died of stomach cancer before she was 12. Her father was Irish, and her mother was Cherokee/German. Her brothers joined the armed services, and she was the primary caregiver for the rest of her family until she met Paul Bruce. 

Rosa Kate Artrip was a 12-x great granddaughter of a Cherokee/Powhatan Indian and her cousins included Jim and Jesse McReynolds pictured below 

[image: A picture containing child, young, child, old
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Jim and Jesse as children  Jim and Jesse

Photos by James Bruce

of Country Music’s Grand Olde Opry and the Bluegrass Hall of Fame members. Another famous cousin was Wayne Newton pictured below. 

[image: A picture containing text, old, black, vintage
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Jerry and Wayne  Wayne Newton

A legendary Las Vegas entertainer, Newton began his singing career as a child and later became the most popular and highest-paid star on the Las Vegas nightclub circuit. Inspired by a visit to the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Newton's first professional singing engagement came at the age of six, when he was paid $5 for a performance. Wayne Newton - Wikipedia

His family relocated to Phoenix, Arizona a few years later, where he learnt to play several instruments, including guitar and piano. He and his brother, Jerry, became a duo and by his early teens Wayne had landed his own television program on station KOOL in Phoenix. At the age of 16, Wayne and his brother were offered a five-year booking in Las Vegas, the family moved there. 

In 1962 they were heard by television star Jackie Gleason. Jackie, who booked them on his program in September. Wayne was clearly emerging as the star of the act, and brother Jerry dropped out in 1963. By this time, he had signed a music publishing contract with Bobby Darin’s TM Music and returned to Capitol Records. Darin also oversaw the production of most of Newton's early Capitol recordings. Singing in a Las Vegas-lounge-lizard style, with minor traces of 'safe' rock, Newton's first single to chart was 'Heart (I Hear You Beating) in 1963. 'Danke Schoen', co-written by Bert Kaempfert, which became a Newton trademark that he has performed throughout his entire career. He then proceeded to Chelsea Records, for which he recorded his biggest hit, the number 4 single 'Daddy Don't You Walk So Fast', in 1972. He also charted twice, in 1979 and 1980, on the Aries II label. His total number of chart singles were 17, and 10 albums charted as well, but it became apparent by the 70s that Newton's strength was in his concert performances in Las Vegas. 

According to his official website, Wayne Newton was born in 1942 in Norfolk, VA, to a Powhatan Indian/Irish father, and a Cherokee Indian/German mother. To the extent that this is true, he would not be descended from Pocahontas, whose descendants were almost uniformly Anglo, with some Scotch, into the 20th century. Mr. Newton may be a descendant of her father, the great Powhatan, and certainly has more Native American blood than most Pocahontas descendants. 

Powhatan was the father of Pocahontas. Powhatan inherited the leadership of eight tribes, which he built into a loose empire controlling Chesapeake Bay and its tributary rivers, bounded on the West by the fall-line– basically tideland Virginia, plus he had some control over Maryland and the Eastern Shore.  As the Mamanatowick, he ruled over 28 tribes, or maybe 34, depending how you count them. His domain had a hard core and soft edges. Each Powhatan tribe had its own villages, with houses of bark over wooden frames. They planted corn, vegetables, and tobacco; they hunted and fished. Every few years, the local land would be depleted, so they would abandon the old village and rebuild a few miles away. 

In 1607, English colonists of the Virginia Company arrived, hoping to make their fortune (as depicted in the movie). Initially, they built a wooden palisade fort, James Fort, which gradually became the English colonial village of James Towne, or Jamestown. Relations in the early days were chaotic. On any given week, the settlers at James Fort could be fighting with one of Powhatan's tribes, while trading peacefully with others. The various tribes fought with each other as well. Powhatan lived long, and allegedly had 100 wives, with one child by each. There was a dozen known children of his; Pocahontas was his favorite. 

[image: A picture containing text
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A Portrait of Pocahontas (2) and her with son Thomas Rolfe in second picture

King James had Powhatan coronated Emperor of Virginia. This made Pocahontas a princess, theoretically outranking a lot of the English nobility when she visited England. 
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Our Family
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Paul E Bruce was born in 1921 and Rosa Kate Artrip was born in 1927. They grew up in various parts of the country, but eventually met thru a mutual friend in Columbus, Ohio. Dad was 22 and mom was 16, fell in love, eloped to Kentucky because in Ohio mom was too young to marry.  My parents moved in with my grandmother on Velma Avenue in Columbus, Ohio near the Ohio State Fairgrounds where she was residing at the time.

The effects of the Great Depression were somewhat less severe in Columbus, as the city's diversified economy helped it fare marginally better than its Rust Belt neighbors.  World War II brought a tremendous number of new jobs to the city, and with it another population surge. This time, most new arrivals were migrants from the "extraordinarily depressed rural areas" of Appalachia, who would soon account for more than a third of Columbus' rising population. 

James Paul Bruce was born on September 27th, 1946, the first son of Rosa Kate and Paul Emanuel Bruce. Jim was the second of 9 living children, the first was a daughter by the name of Rosalee whom died at the age of 2 from pneumonia.  

The other 8 with their given names were Jim (that is me), Ron, and Don a twin who died shortly after birth also of pneumonia, Cliff, Diane, Linda, Randy, and Brenda.  For the first year I grew up with my mom, dad, and Rosalee. I am not sure when my sister Rosalee died, but it must have been that winter of 1946.  For a short while I was the only kid in the house but not for long; Ron was born in 1947, Cliff in 1949, Diane in 1950, Linda in 1951 Randy in 1952 and Brenda in 1953.

Dad being discharged from the Army like many young men decided to settle down and get a job and raise a family. After several odd jobs he decided to go to work with the Lennox Furnace Company where he stayed until he found a better job at the Westinghouse Plant in 1953 on the west side of Columbus. He worked in this factory until he retired in 1982. While working full time at Westinghouse his first love was carpentry and built his first house on a lot that Grandpa owned on Velma Avenue in Columbus, Ohio in the early 1950’s. Later he built a commercial block building on 3 other lots on Velma Avenue which he owned.  Dad later sold all four properties including the house and the commercial property. 

––––––––
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The Old Homestead
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I remember living in old house (grandma’s) until 1951 until we moved across the street to the new house dad built for us.  The old house was sold to the government so that they could build a freeway now known as I-71. The new house was exciting, but Dad had bigger plans and started looking for some farmland with a lot of “frontage so he could build on it” later. That is when we moved to Fancher Road in Delaware County, Ohio. 

At grandma’s house I remember a few exciting things that happened. One night while we were all asleep a robber entered the house apparently knowing that Dad was at work looking for something of value.  He found nothing but as he went into my mom’s bedroom, he did not expect to see 3 women (Mom, and her sisters Molly and Agnes) all screaming at one time.  You see, mom’s sisters were visiting from Virginia and spending the night with her all-in-one bed. The screams apparently scared the robber and he left in a huff never to be seen again.  The screams woke everybody up and I remember not being able to sleep the rest of the night. On another day as a child, I decided to inspect mom’s washing machine and using my fingers almost lost part of my middle finger on my right hand to an old belt driven washing machine.  I still have the scar. Yet another time, while playing tag I jumped from a wagon onto broken glass bleach bottle which almost cost me my right foot. I remember going to Children’s Hospital and getting it cleaned and sewed up.  I stayed in the hospital with a cast all the way up to my hip for several weeks until I could go home and rehabilitate.  It was tough learning to walk all over again. I experienced our first TV while staying in the old homestead.  [image: A group of people sitting in a living room watching a television
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Red Skelton Show, The Phil Silvers Show, The Lone Ranger, and Hopalong Cassidy. 

I will especially not forget the time Sid Caesar during a comedy routine put this pumpkin on his head and was not able to remove it.  Being a kid, it scared me because I felt sorry for him, and I started to cry. Mom and Dad had to explain that it was a comedy act, and he was fine. He got the pumpkin off, and everybody laughed including me. The year was 1951 and I was 5 years old. Television was a relatively new media, and the picture was black and white.  Oh, and I do not want to forget to mention the cartoons. All kids love cartoons, and I was no exception. 
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At first, most network shows originated from New York or Chicago. Beginning in 1949, a few shows were produced in Los Angeles. In 1952, the three major networks each opened a new state-of-the-art television production facility in Hollywood and began relocating their operations to the West Coast. In 1949, ABC purchased the old Vitagraph Studios in Los Angeles, where they constructed a new television facility that opened in 1952. In 1949, the CBS variety series The Ed Wynn Show was the first network program to originate from Los Angeles. In 1952, CBS opened a new production facility in Hollywood, known as Television City. They introduced their distinctive "eye" logo in 1951. On the radio, NBC introduced their 3-note NBC chimes in 1929. In 1954, the chimes were incorporated into their new animated television logo. NBC's Burbank studio opened in 1952, and their special color studio (Color City) opened in Hollywood in the mid 50's.

At the time we moved into the new house our household consisted of Mom, Dad, Jim, Ron, Cliff, Diane, and Linda. The movies during this period featured The African Queen with Humphrey Bogart and High Noon starring Gary Cooper.
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The New House
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Shortly after we moved into the new house, I decided to visit a Baptist Church on Maynard Avenue less than a few blocks away. I was only 7 years old at the time and I went to church by myself.  I remember the good feeling it gave me, and I was really impressed with the lit candles for some reason.  I gave me a blessed feeling and I liked it.  School started in 1951-52 and I attended the Glenmont Avenue Elementary School for one year. 
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