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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The Power of a Man's All by Zacharias Tanee Fomum, is a life narrative of the messages taught during the first East African missionary concertation held in Nairobi in May 1997.

      At the dawn of the missionary sending era, and particularly after the first missionary couples were sent to the Eastern Africa region, there was a need to lay a solid foundation for the work. Prof. Fomum stepped up to the task with his characteristic style, using many graphs and diagrams to teach the missionaries on The power of a man's all to bring them to common grounds regarding

      
        	the work God had commissioned them to do,

        	the kind of worker required by God, and

        	the methods that would enable them to succeed in their calling.

      

      This book is a powerful testimony to Prof. Fomum's passion and commitment to God's work. His message is as relevant today as it was back then. The book challenges us to embrace our calling, to work hard, and to be, have, and do that which pleases God for its accomplishment.

      Through his life narrative, Prof. Fomum admonishes us to embrace a life of radical commitment to our goals, dreams, and ultimately, to God. He highlights the importance of striving for perfection, rejecting contentment as the enemy of progress, and embracing dissatisfaction as a catalyst for change. Prof. Fomum, as usual, ministers with great passion, conviction, and clarity, using strong language and vivid examples to convey his message. The tone of the book is inspirational and challenging, urging readers to evaluate their lives and make necessary changes to experience the fullness of life that God intends for them.

      As we send this book out, we do so with a prayer that missionaries, would-be missionaries, and all who seek to serve God, would learn how to embrace their call and work hard to achieve their goals. May this book be a source of inspiration, guidance, and wisdom to all who read it.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            THE POWER OF DISSATISFACTION

          

          The Factor That Triggers Change

        

      

    

    
      Life is for radicals. It is to be lived rigorously. A man must put everything into all he wants to do.

      What does ‘all’ mean? It means everything,

      
        	everything without exception

        	everything without reserve

        	spirit, soul and body

        	the totality of what is now and the totality of what will be

        	to breaking point

        	to perfection—in the perfection of the Father’s will

        	to the fullest satisfaction of God’s heart.

        	holding nothing back

        	with the largest number of the biggest crowns in view.

      

      How do things get to happen?

      What is the initial action?

      How is change brought about?

      Answer: By experiencing dissatisfaction.

      Africa is still backward because we are satisfied. Satisfied men cannot bring about any change.

      The world is conquered by dissatisfied people. Revolutionary change is brought about by dissatisfied people. The reformation was brought about by a dissatisfied monk called Martin Luther, and he wrote the 95 Theses in Wittenberg. The amount of change is directly proportional to the degree of dissatisfaction.
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      If a man is very dissatisfied, he will be moved to embark on a program for massive change.

      If a man is totally dissatisfied, he will do something about it—kill himself or cause a revolution.

      In the light of the above, the greatest enemy to change is contentment.

      A beggar, content to receive a few coins, is doomed because his needs are not met, yet he is not dissatisfied enough to seek change. No satisfied person ever did anything great for God.

      Judges 6:1‒6,

      
        
        Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. ​Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. ​Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. ​They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. ​They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. ​Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help.

      

      

      Because the power of Midian was so oppressive,

      
        	they did not spare a living thing for Israel…

        	they invaded the land to ravage it…

        	Midian so impoverished the Israelites…

      

      The condition was disastrously sad, hopelessly poor, miserable beyond description. It moved them to action.

      
        
        
        Pray that God would reveal to us the power of dissatisfaction.

      

      

      

      No satisfied man ever did anything great for God, for man or for himself

      Before the Olympics, a certain woman was overweight; she lost 36 kg in 6 weeks and went and got the gold medal.

      
        	What are you dissatisfied with?

        	What is the secret of useful dissatisfaction?

        	What characterises such dissatisfaction?

        	First, what leads to dissatisfaction?

      

      There must be a goal and there must be a vision. Have you seen? One without vision cannot be a dissatisfied person. He may take his failure for his fate, and as such cannot change.

      When I first visited India, I saw a sea of people and I said, “If I don’t do something for these people, it would be like a curse upon me.” During my second visit I confronted the poverty of the people. On my return, our giving to God rose from 84% to 90%.

      Dissatisfaction is born out of what you see—out of seeing the difference between what it could be and what it is.

      If you see what it could be and what it is, you will be dissatisfied.

      If you see what you could do and what you do, you will be dissatisfied.

      If you see what you ought to have, and what you have, you will be dissatisfied.

      It is said, “You enjoy by comparison; you also suffer by comparison.”

      Vision, knowledge, facts—the gap between what you could be, and what you are.

      The gap between:

      
        	What is available and what could be available

        	What I am and what I could be

        	What I do and what I could do

        	What I have accomplished and what I could have accomplished

        	What I have and what I could have had

        	My potential and my accomplishment

        	My endowments and my productivity

      

      Personal assessment:

      
        	What power do you have?

        	What has God given to you?

        	What is your potential?

        	What are you capable of?

      

      When it comes to your heart please write it down.

      First assignment: Personal assessment

      
        	What are my strength, potential, gifts or talents?

        	What has God endowed me with?

      

      The question is not what you have, but how you have used what you have. No one ever failed because God did not give him enough wisdom or endowment.

      God has given me all that I need to succeed. God has already invested in me all that I need to succeed.

      It is not something that I will receive from God tomorrow that will bring about the needed revolution. God has already given me all that I need to be  all that I must be.

      
        
        
        Thank the Lord because you have all that you need, to be all that you must be.

      

      

      

      
        
        His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness (2 Peter 1:3).

      

      

      We are called to participate in the divine nature, not just in activities for God.

      Oh, that the splendour, the wonder, the stupendous might of this invitation would dawn on us! Banish anything inferior to the total call. We are participants in divine nature—called to be like God in being and not just in deeds.

      I have been called to participate in the very nature of the triune God; that is, to make God’s nature mine.

      God, in His divine power, has acted, in giving us all that we need for the life of God and for the godliness of God.

      God’s divine power is the power at work—divine power working to produce divine nature. Therefore, the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. Divine power has gone to work to produce in us the divine nature of God. Because I am called to participate in the divine nature, His divine power has already succeeded in giving me all that I need—I have all that I need. Looking at it this way, the problem cannot be with others. If there is a problem, it cannot be with others. If there is a problem in my life, the problem is me.

      
        
        Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. ​Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. ​For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. ​When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. ​Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. ​Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. ​You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. ​But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. ​Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices ​and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. ​Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. ​Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ​Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ​And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity (Colossians 3:1-14).

      

      

      Because we have received all that we need, the Bible calls us to three things:

      
        	Set your mind on things above …

        	Put to death whatever belong to your earthly nature …

        	Put on/Clothe yourself with …

      

      Because of what God has given us, we should put off what He does not want and put on what He wants; so that what is endowed will shine.

      Barrenness is produced in two ways:

      
        	When all that is to be put off is not put off.

        	When all that is to be put on is not put on.

      

      There is no substitute for radical putting off and radical putting on.

      Colossians: ‘Set your hearts,’ then ‘set your minds.’

      It’s the spiritual first. Give your heart to the vision; that is things above, because what you look at will possess you, what you gaze at will possess you; what you look at intently will soon envelop you.

      A man must be possessed with a master passion to remove the dissatisfaction. The Japanese engineer who aimed at out-classing the Mercedes car was so consumed with the passion that it filled his day, possessing and inflaming him.

      Whatever you set your heart on will soon possess you and envelop you.

      The power of a man’s all is the power of a single-minded vision—the power of total concentration.

      There are two sides to success:

      
        	What I put in, and

        	God’s blessing

      

      The enemy can block blessings; so, what he does to block blessings must be overthrown. Your all, without God’s blessings will still not serve the purpose.

      I must labour at my consecration—hand over the five loaves to the Lord, and I must seek God’s blessing.

      God cursed the ground. Part of the function of a missionary is to release the soil which God cursed.

      
        
        The word of the LORD came to me: ​Son of man, if a country sins against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it and kill its men and their animals, ​even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and Job—were in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD. ​Or if I send wild beasts through that country and they leave it childless and it becomes desolate so that no one can pass through it because of the beasts, ​as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved, but the land would be desolate. ​Or if I bring a sword against that country and say, 'Let the sword pass throughout the land,' and I kill its men and their animals, ​as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved. ​Or if I send a plague into that land and pour out my wrath upon it through bloodshed, killing its men and their animals, ​as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if Noah, Daniel and Job were in it, they could save neither son nor daughter. They would save only themselves by their righteousness (Ezekiel. 14:1220).

      

      

      A nation can be operating under a curse.

      
        
        'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, ​I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. ​Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. ​'I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. ​You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. ​Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you.

        'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. ​You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. ​I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. ​I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. ​I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high (Leviticus 26:313).

      

      

      When you intercede, these are the things to bring into existence.

      When a couple comes together, they should find out if one of them is cursed; if that is so, both may soon start operating under that curse. In the sexual union, each gives to the other all that he has, including demons and curses. There is transmission in the sexual union and something happens which is difficult to disentangle. When you go to bed with a person you are transmitting all of your past, and all that you are to him. Only the devil could have reduced sex to a sport. If two people are married and one was immoral while the other was not, because of the transmission of the immoral partner’s past, the other one may start having problems in that area. So, it is a matter of giving in everything.

      If people saw it this way, they would at any cost, flee immorality as they would flee from a viper, because they would never be the same afterwards.

      Do you know the man’s past?

      Do you know what is going through you?

      This gives value to virginity most strongly, not only for girls but also for boys.

      
        
        Pray for revelation—to understand the level of ministry needed, the level of proclamation and prayer needed to produce an uncorrupted generation, that goes into marriage as virgins.

      

      

      In this context, one begins to understand the laws in the Old Testament; why such people were stoned to death. It also calls for radical termination with the past, which unfortunately, many take lightly. They have not thought of what they received. In preliminary studies, those with multiple sexual partners were more destroyed, because the disaster caused was proportional to the degree of immorality of each partner.

      Humanly speaking, marrying a girl who has gone to bed with one man is different from marrying one who had had ten sex partners, and worse still, marrying who had had one hundred.

      This implies that if someone’s repentance was superficial, it has to be done all over—repentance being now according to the light received. That is the only way of dismantling the past.

      What does a curse entail?

      A curse releases the power of the enemy to operate in your life. Sin opens the door for it to start operating. A believer who walks in purity will have no problem with curses in his life. As a believer, he comes under a new authority, that of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, sin will take him back to his old master, and in that case a curse can stand.

      The Bible teacher and his bible:

      
        	Know one version as you know yourself.

        	Know two other versions for comparison.

        	Know the areas in which “your” version is deficient, and therefore draw from other versions.

      

      There is no substitute for rigour. This is the advantage of having read the Bible several times. It keeps the whole picture constantly before you. When you teach on a theme, make sure that you hold all things in balance.

      Suggestion: One hour reading the Bible daily—approximately ten chapters per day.

      Get more and more familiar with what you know.

      Dive a bit into what you do not know.

      Self-cleansing: the dust that settled on your conscience is washed away by the reading of the word.

      You cannot begin to study the word until you have read it.

      One of the times of reading should be reading aloud. It comes as if it is a sermon you are hearing. If I were you, I would read twice from my main version and once from another version.

      I recommended the New International Version; but have the Revised Standard Version (For example, Hebrews chapter 10 is clearer in the Revised Standard Version than the Authorized Version.)

      There are some things of particular interest—things that affect Christian living, that is, things we have to get into the experience of.

      For example:

      
        
        For in just a very little while, “He who is coming will come and will not delay”

        But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him. (Hebrews 10:37-38).

      

      

      There are some things about which not to waver causes one to make a fool of oneself. There are other things about which if one wavers, one is finished.

      For example, if your wife says, “I don’t like that tie,” and you don’t take it off, you are a fool.

      What will you not negotiate?

      Every person should establish for himself what cannot be negotiated.

      
        
        You however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance (2 Timothy 3:10).

      

      

      Timothy knew all about Paul’s teaching, manner of life, purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, and sufferings.

      That is the responsibility of a junior co-worker.

      
        
        I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. ​Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. ​Therefore I urge you to imitate me. ​For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church (1 Corinthians 4:14‒17).

      

      

      Therefore, Timothy could teach and remind others of Paul’s way of life. He could not teach what he did not know.

      There is

      
        	first, a man’s doctrine

        	Second, his way of life.

      

      The people were to be taught both. The people were to imitate Paul, by imitating Paul’s way of life as taught by Timothy.

      So with regard to the goal, we are thinking of mature disciples.

      
        	There must be time limits.

        	It must be separated from the method.

        	True (faithful) disciples render to the Lord Jesus total obedience in all things.

      

      
        
        Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” (Luke 9:18).

      

      

      The conditions of self-renunciation were presented to His disciples. We have to press on not just to have superficial commitments. We have to labour by fasting and prayer for an unusual set of people. We have to be dissatisfied with the current level of Christianity.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            THE POWER OF A CLEAR GOAL

          

        

      

    

    
      A CLEAR GOAL

      
        
        The goal of our ministry is to labour to ensure that all over planet earth, 1 billion people come to the Lord Jesus and render to Him total obedience in all things by the year 20451.

      

      

      If there is no time limit, it is a mission and not a goal. The goal puts you under pressure, because time is against you. The words ‘labour’ and ‘ensure’ are to help us not to deceive ourselves that it will be easy. ‘Ensure’ means that it will be the fruit of vigilance.

      If that is the goal of our ministry, then you may now have the goal of your own ministry. There are things that the leader must do and there are things that others ensure should happen. Therefore, the goal of our ministry in ……. is to ensure that ……

      There, you are seeing yourself in the place of the leader. But there is also the goal of your life—that which you must do—your distinctive personal contribution. It must be clear, and it must be settled.

      Question. What is your personal contribution to the goal?

      Plan: Write in your meditation book, on the first page.

      
        	
1st paragraph: The goal of our ministry.

        	
2nd paragraph: The goal of our ministry in Uganda (or our ministry in your country).

        	
3rd paragraph: The goal of my life.

      

      The personal goal must be seen in terms of what it will contribute to the nation, the region and the work worldwide. If not, one might easily get discouraged. An example of part of the contribution to the global work is labouring to see that the other missionaries succeed. That ministry must ensure that nations are taken for God. It must ensure that our ministry to the whole world succeeds.

      Have you established a goal for the country in which you are?

      You may not have come to goals, but at least the mission must be clear. The numerical goal of one billion has been modified to 25,000,000 house churches of 40 members each. When you look at it that way, it is more workable. In praying for a leader, pray that he would be able to handle forty disciples. It doesn’t need a massive leadership gift, but rather a capacity for faithfulness.

      When the present missionaries go to the nations, including UAE, then by the end of the year, we shall be in thirty-six countries, on all six continents. This should encourage the missionary when things appear apparently slow in his area.
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