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Why should we study the bible? Isn’t it enough to go to church once a week and listen to the Pastor?

Most Pastors who belong to one of the modern day churches have to follow what the church leaders tell them. They all have their own “statement of beliefs” to adhere too, and these doctrines vary from church to church in what they see as the truth. So since they cannot all be right, then some must be wrong. What if that refers to the church you are attending, if indeed you attend any church at all? How can you know what God sees as the truth? Well, it is up to the individual to sort the wheat from the chaff. How do we do that? Only by seeking the truth that God has concealed in his book, the bible.

Consider the following passage of scripture in the book of Proverbs.

Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 

This is what God expects from us. We are to look into the holy scriptures constantly and find the truth that he has concealed there for us to uncover. Please notice that God has not concealed them from us to keep it all a secret. No, he wants us to look for the truth. This is further emphasized in the following verses from the book of Isaiah:

Isa 28:9  “To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast?”

Isa 28:10  For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.

This backs up what we read in Proverbs 25:2: that we must search out a matter that God has concealed. This is a real treasure hunt. If we can seek the will of God in our lives, we are not rejecting him, but we are embracing him and his way of life. There is a glorious reward for those who are prepared to seek God with their whole hearts. Read the following verse and see what this reward is.

Rom 2:7  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.

Therefore, we must spend time in searching the scriptures. Looking for precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. Looking for the things God has concealed. We must search for these pearls of wisdom God has concealed in his bible.

​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction




[image: ]




We all struggle from time to time with our faith in God. When times are good and you do not have a lot of worries in your life, it can be easy for our faith to seem strong. Then, when troubles strike, our faith can take a massive blow as we ask God, “Why has this happened to me?”

Maybe a major health problem has suddenly affected us, or we have lost someone who was very near to us. Something has happened in our lives to cause us much pain and suffering. This is when our faith in God and His goodness will come into question.

When our lives appear blessed, we may fool ourselves into thinking our faith is strong. But is it? In this book, my aim is to show that our faith primarily gets tested during times of trouble or persecution. Or when our lives depend on how we react to certain people or circumstances. This is the Litmus test for our faith. Will we continue to trust God no matter what the world throws at us? Or are we going to give in and conform to the ways of the world just for the sake of a peaceful life?

We can see instances today of people being pressured into doing things they are not comfortable in doing. The Covid-19 vaccination is one point to consider. How many people have had this injection for the sake of keeping their jobs, for keeping the peace within their families, or for the many other reasons they feel they need to have the injection?

The same principals apply to our faith. Will you follow the teachings of the holy scriptures? Or will you follow man-made traditions even if they distort the plain meanings of the bible? Being pressured into believing something will test your faith. Either you will withstand these pressures, or you will cave in to the wishes of other people because of a weak faith.

It is vital for our salvation to have faith in Jesus Christ that He is our Lord of Lords and King of Kings, as the following scriptures show us.

Heb_11:6  Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to him, for he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek him.

Here we see that faith is vital if you want a relationship with God. This is further emphasized in the following scripture.

Rom 1:17 (NIV) For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

We can see from the above scriptures just how important faith is in the life of a Christian. It is essential. Without faith, no-one can truly identify themselves as a Christian or claim to be saved.

The Bible that I have used for references in this book is the “World English Bible” (WEB). If you have a different version of the bible that is perfectly OK. The wording may be different, but I am sure you will find the meaning of the verses to be the same. I sincerely hope you gain a lot of pleasure and understanding from these pages.

I pray that our amazing God will lead you into truth from His word, The Holy Bible. Please read the following scripture from the book of John and think about the true meaning of this verse.

2Ti 3:16  Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 

All scripture means both the old and the new testaments. Remember that the only scriptures that were available to Jesus and His disciples were those contained in the old testament. The Apostles wrote the books of the new testament, which were later compiled into what we know today as “the Bible.”
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