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To Joshua John Edwards, our son, our light, our joy. Your kindness, laughter, and love touched everyone who knew you. Though you were taken from us far too soon, your spirit continues to shine through these pages. This book is for you, and for the purpose your life inspires.

We Love & Miss You

From Tim, Julie, Taylor, and Hannah:
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Joshua John Edwards 10 August 2004 - 05 January 2021

CONTENTS

––––––––

[image: ]





	
	Acknowledgments

	i




	1

	Introduction: My Story, My Son

	Pg 1




	2

	The Day It Happened

	Pg 3




	3

	The Immediate Aftermath

	Pg 7




	4

	Investigations and Private Detectives

	Pg 13




	
5

6


	
The Trial Begins

Justice Delayed is Justice Denied


	
Pg 17

Pg 21





	7

	Private Schools, Safety, and Responsibility

	Pg 23




	8

	Awareness, Advocacy and Saving Lives

	Pg 27




	9

	Community, Compassion and Healing

	Pg 29




	10

	After the Trial: Justice Denied and Ongoing Challenges

	Pg 32




	11

	Lessons Learned and Moving Forward

	Pg 35




	12

	Reflection and Memorial, Honouring Josh’s memory

	Pg 37







ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

––––––––

[image: ]


A Message of Thanks

From Tim, Julie, Taylor, and Hannah:

We will never get over losing Josh no parent, sibling, or friend ever could but with the love and support of our community, family, and friends, we have found strength and comfort. While we have lost a few friends along the way, we have also gained many more, some of whom we now consider family. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for standing with us, for helping us heal, and for keeping Josh’s memory alive.
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1 INTRODUCTION - WHY I AM TELLING THIS STORY

––––––––
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MY NAME IS TIM EDWARDS, and I am writing this book for every parent, teacher, and student who believes that tragedies only happen to other people.

We were an ordinary, happy family filled with laughter, school runs, weekend sports, and family dinners. We had plans for the future, dreams for our children, and a home full of love. We are a family of five, Julie (Mom), Joshua, Taylor and Hannah. Joshua and Taylor are twins and were born on the 10th August 2004, Hannah was born on the 13th April 2010.

In 2017 we bought a stand in Copperleaf Estate in Centurion and started building our forever home. At the beginning of 2018 Joshua and Taylor started their high school career at Heron Bridge College not far from Copperleaf. Hannah started at Heron Bridge in the second term. We finished building in August 2018 and moved into our forever home.

Josh very quickly made new friends in Copperleaf Estate with boys who attended Copperleaf College at the time. He loved Heron Bridge so much that he convinced his friends to switch schools.

Josh was well known in the estate, he got along with everyone he came across. He would chat to all the ground staff and waiters at the restaurant, he had the time of his life living there. He would go off on adventures in the estate on his golf cart and was loving life.

Josh loved school and participated in sports both in and out of school. He joined an ice hockey club not far from where we lived and had a dream one day of representing his country.

We were a very close family and would spend most of our holidays with family. Josh’s cousins were like his brothers, he loved Max and Jayden so much, they grew up together and the three of them along with Taylor called themselves the OG’s.

Then, in one single afternoon, everything changed forever.

On the 5th of January 2021, our 16-year-old son, Joshua John Edwards, was shot and killed while visiting a new school friend’s house.

Josh was kind, gentle, intelligent, and full of life. He loved animals so much that he became a vegetarian at twelve. He was loved by his friends, adored by his sisters, and respected by everyone who knew him. His death tore a hole in our family and community that can never be filled.

This book is not just about what happened to Josh. It’s about what happens when systems fail, when schools choose reputation over responsibility, when the South African Police Service ignores evidence, and when the justice system forgets the victims, it was created to protect.

But more importantly, this book is about awareness, prevention, and change.

I am sharing our story so that students can understand the dangers that may hide behind friendly faces, so that parents can learn the right questions to ask, and so that teachers and principals can see the cost of silence when red flags are ignored.

If even one child’s life is saved because of Josh’s story, then his light continues to shine.

We will never have closure, but we can create purpose.

And that is why I am telling this story.

2 THE DAY IT HAPPENED

––––––––
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A HAPPY FAMILY AND a Normal Day Before tragedy struck, we were like any other family. My wife, Julie, and I were proud parents to three beautiful children: Josh and his twin sister, and their younger sister, who was just ten years old at the time. Our home was full of energy, jokes, music, and the sounds of siblings who sometimes bickered but always had each other’s backs.
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