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In the shaded hills of Gargano, where the Adriatic Sea meets the rough coastline of southern Italy, a storm was coming, a storm that would change the face of organized crime in Italy forever. This wasn’t the story of the famous Cosa Nostra or the dangerous 'Ndrangheta; instead, it was about the rise of the Società Foggiana, a criminal group that formed after old rivalries and violence. At the center of it all was Marco Raduano, a man whose name was soon linked to boldness, betrayal, and a strong desire for power.

Raduano was born in the seaside town of Vieste.

His early years were shaped by the traditions of the Gargano region, a place where family bonds were as strong as the salty sea breeze. But behind that close-knit community was a lot of hidden conflict and competition. The Società Foggiana, sometimes called the "Fifth Mafia," was a group of families fighting for control in the area. These included the Libergolis, the Romito, and the Perna families, each with their own land and rules.

Raduano’s climb to power wasn’t easy or fast.

He started in the world of crime under the guidance of Angelo Notarangelo, a key leader in the Libergolis clan. But in the underworld, trust is hard to find. By 2015, Raduano had turned against his mentor and killed him. This act started a brutal war known as the Faida del Gargano, which led to many deaths and changed who held power in the region.

The war was full of terrible attacks.

On January 26, 2015, Angelo Notarangelo, known as "Cintaridd," was shot, marking the start of the end for his group. Then came the killing of Marino Solitro on April 30, 2015, and the brutal murder of Gianpiero Vescera, Raduano’s brother-in-law, on September 3, 2016. The violence reached its peak on January 16, 2017, when Vincenzo Vescera, a close friend of Raduano, was executed, and Onofrio Notarangelo was killed in an ambush on January 27, 2017.

Amidst this chaos, Raduano's reputation as a ruthless and strategic leader solidified. He was not merely a participant in the violence; he was its architect. His ability to navigate the treacherous waters of mafia politics, broker alliances, and eliminate adversaries with surgical precision made him a formidable force. Yet, his ambition knew no bounds. In 2018, he survived an assassination attempt that only fueled his desire for dominance.

Power, as Raduano would soon discover, can be both a blessing and a curse. The very qualities that helped him rise to the top of the Società Foggiana also played a role in his downfall. His aggressive methods and strong desire to control everything drew the attention of police and competitors. By 2019, Raduano was in serious trouble with the law, and in 2018, he was caught during a police operation called "Neve di Marzo." This operation focused on stopping drug deals, illegal weapons trade, and organized crime groups.

Even while he was in prison, Raduano's influence didn't fade.

In February 2023, he made a daring escape from a high-security prison in Nuoro, Sardinia. He used tied-up bedsheets to climb over the prison walls and disappeared into the night. His escape shocked the authorities and started a new part of his criminal journey.

For almost a whole year, Raduano stayed on the run.

He avoided being caught by using smart tactics and having help from people in the criminal world who still respected him. His escape made him an even bigger symbol of resistance against the government. But the law is strong and persistent. On February 1, 2024, Raduano was caught while having dinner at a restaurant in Bastia, Corsica. His arrest was the result of teamwork between Italian and French police, showing how far his criminal activities reached.

The story of Marco Raduano is more than just about crime and punishment.

It shows the complex mix of loyalty, power, and survival in the criminal world. It's about a man who started from a small coastal town and became a key player in one of Italy's most dangerous and secretive crime groups. His life shows the balance between ambition and the consequences it brings. This story continues to affect the Società Foggiana and the legacy of his rule.

In the next parts of this story, we'll look closer at Marco Raduano's life.

We’ll explore the events that shaped his journey, the people who influenced his choices, and how his actions have impacted the Gargano region and beyond. This is the real story of Marco Raduano, a man who broke the rules, fought against the system, and left a lasting mark on Italian organized crime.
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Chapter 1: Shadows of Gargano
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Vieste is perched on the edge of the Gargano promontory, where the Adriatic Sea slams against steep cliffs and the air smells like salt and seawater. It’s a beautiful place, with white buildings packed into small, narrow streets made of cobblestones. Behind the coastline, the mountains rise sharply, creating long shadows over the villages below. But under the bright streets and peaceful views, there’s another side to the town, a world built on loyalty, secrets, and survival rules. It was in this world that Marco Raduano began his life, not knowing that the shadows around him would influence his future.

Marco was born in the early 1980s as the third child in a simple family. His father worked only when he could, as a laborer, and his mother ran a small bakery. Their lives were shaped by the sea and the land. Life on the surface seemed easy, even calm. But the Gargano area had a history of violence, old grudges, and a strict rule about loyalty that sometimes took over the law. Crime was part of everyday life, not always obvious, but always there, like a quiet buzz beneath regular activities.

From a young age, Marco picked up the way things worked on the streets.

He saw men in leather jackets, with deep lines and scars, walking confidently through the town square. He noticed the quiet talks, the brief nods, and the subtle movements that showed who was on which side. These were the hidden structures of the Società Foggiana, a local criminal group with power across Apulia. Unlike famous groups like Cosa Nostra or the 'Ndrangheta, the Società Foggiana worked in secret, smartly, and with force. Their strength was not in being famous but in their quiet control over local people, businesses, and families.
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