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Football Wonderkids: Endrick

From Street Football to the World’s Biggest Stage

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A New Star Rises in Madrid

The Santiago Bernabéu glowed like a giant silver fortress under the night sky, its roof shimmering as if the stars themselves were watching. Tens of thousands of fans filled the stadium, waving white scarves, singing loud enough for the whole city to hear. Cameras zoomed in. Reporters held their breath. Something historic was about to happen. The announcer’s voice echoed through the arena: “Endrick... Real Madrid!” And then he walked out of the tunnel — the young Brazilian sensation with fearless eyes and a smile full of wonder. Endrick stepped onto the pitch like he had waited for this moment his entire life. The roar that followed shook the stadium. Kids held signs. Families cheered. The whole world watched. During warm-ups, he juggled the ball with effortless control. Step-overs, flicks, delicate touches — everything he did carried that unmistakable Brazilian magic. Even the veteran players smiled, knowing they were witnessing the birth of something special. When the whistle finally blew for kick-off, Endrick made his first sprint down the flank, powerful and sharp. He didn’t look like a newcomer. He looked like he belonged.

From Brazil to the Biggest Stage in the World

As chants thundered through the Bernabéu, Endrick took a quiet moment in his mind to remember where it all began — the dusty fields of Valparaíso, the small courts where he practiced for hours, the early mornings, the sacrifices his family made so he could chase a dream. Now, after dazzling Brazil with Palmeiras, he had arrived at Real Madrid — the club of legends, the club of icons. The world expected greatness. The fans believed in him. And Endrick? He was ready. With every touch of the ball, with every fearless run, with every spark of creativity, he carried the joy of Brazil and the ambition of a boy who refused to stop dreaming. His Real Madrid chapter was just beginning — and everyone could feel it: something magical was coming.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 

[image: ]




[image: ]

Growing Up in Brasília with a Ball at His Feet

Before Endrick Felipe became one of the most exciting young players in world football, he was simply a small boy running across the warm streets of Brasília, laughing, sweating, and playing football from morning until the sun disappeared behind the tall buildings. His neighborhood wasn’t rich, but it was full of energy and community. Kids played outside every single day. Vendors sold snacks on the corner. Families greeted each other with warmth. And somewhere in the middle of it all was Endrick — tiny, fast, barefoot, and always smiling. His father, Douglas, loved football deeply. He played amateur tournaments and carried a passion for the sport everywhere he went. When Endrick was still little, Douglas noticed something unusual: his son didn’t just kick the ball — he understood it. He dribbled around chairs in the living room. He chased every rebound. He copied tricks he saw on TV. And whenever he played in the street with older kids, he didn’t back down. He attacked them fearlessly, sliding between legs and taking shots with surprising power for someone his age. Football wasn’t just a game for Endrick. It was a language he spoke better than anyone around him.

A Family with Big Dreams and Bigger Sacrifices

Life wasn’t always easy for Endrick’s family. Money was tight. Opportunities were limited. Douglas worked long hours and still found time to support his son’s dream. In fact, one of the most famous stories about Endrick’s childhood shows just how committed his family was. When Douglas lost his job, he and Endrick moved to São Paulo, hoping this massive football city would give the boy a real chance. They didn’t have much. Some days were difficult. Some nights were uncomfortable. But Douglas never gave up. And neither did Endrick. They lived in a small room close to football fields, carrying all their belongings in a bag. Douglas often said, “One day, your feet will take us out of this.” Endrick listened. He believed. His mother and brother remained in Brasília for a while, but the family stayed united by belief and love. Even during the toughest times, they found joy in the simplest things — a homemade meal, a successful training session, or a short phone call full of encouragement. Endrick grew up understanding sacrifice. He saw how hard his parents worked. He knew how much they struggled. And instead of feeling pressure, he felt motivation. Every sprint, every touch, every long training day was fueled by gratitude. His dream wasn’t just for himself. It was for his family too.

Street Football, Futsal Courts, and the Birth of a Phenomenon

Endrick’s early football life wasn’t glamorous. There were no perfect pitches or shiny facilities. He played barefoot on rough concrete. He played with torn balls patched together with tape. He played until his toes hurt and his clothes were covered in dust. And he loved every second of it. Street football shaped his style — fearless, creative, explosive. He learned how to change direction with lightning speed, how to protect the ball under pressure, and how to finish from impossible angles. Futsal, the fast indoor version of Brazilian football, developed his close control and sharp decision-making. Coaches in Brasília quickly noticed his gifts. Even when he was the youngest and smallest, he played like a leader. People watched him thinking, “He’s different.” At age 8, Endrick began playing tournaments, scoring goals that made parents and coaches clap in disbelief. In one match, he dribbled past four players from midfield before blasting the ball into the top corner. Kids from the other team congratulated him. Spectators talked about him for days. Douglas knew Endrick needed a bigger stage — a professional academy. And in Brazil, the dream place for young talents was Palmeiras.
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