
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          The Lenape Tribe in Indiana

        

        
        
          Indiana History Time Line, Volume 8

        

        
        
          Paul R. Wonning

        

        
          Published by Mossy Feet Books, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE LENAPE TRIBE IN INDIANA

    

    
      First edition. July 24, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Paul R. Wonning.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227496980

    

    
    
      Written by Paul R. Wonning.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


The Lenape Tribe in Indiana

A Short History of the History and Mythology of the Delaware Tribe

Indiana's Timeless Tales Series – Book 8

Paul R. Wonning

Description

The Lenape, or Delaware, Indian tribe was native to the Eastern Seaboard, however pressure from European settlement forced them west, first to Ohio and then to Indiana. On the eve of the War of 1812 the tribe occupied several villages along the White River what would become the East Central region of the State of Indiana. They had migrated into the area in the mid 1790's and would remain until about 1818 when they were forced further west. The Lenape Tribe in Indiana relates their history, mythology, lifestyle as well as the chiefs that lived in Indiana during this time.
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The Lenape tribe's English name, Delaware, derives from their original homeland at the time of European settlement, the Delaware River Valley. Their name for this region was "Lenapehoking", which means, "The Land of the Lenape". The river was named for Thomas West, Lord de la Warr, who served as the first governor of the Jamestown colony. The tribe called themselves the Lenape, or Leni-lenápé. The name means "real men, or native-genuine men." The French called them "Loups", or "Wolves". During these years of early European settlement, the Delaware had three clans, each with its own dialect of the language. These clans were the Unami (Turtle), Unalachtgo (Turkey) and Minsi (Munsee) (Wolf). The animal names represented the protective totem for the tribe. The other Algonquin tribes referred to the Lenape as "Grandfather," in reference to the belief that all these tribes originated from the Lenape. 

Munsee

The Lenape word for Munsee, Min - asin - ink, means "at the place 

where stones are gathered together." The Munsee occupied the region of the headwaters of the Delaware River in what is now Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York at the time of first contact with the Europeans. The Munsee in turn had sub clans Minisink, Warranawonkong, Mamekoting, Wawareink, and Catskill. Of these, the Minisink were the principal division. The villages situated along the Hudson River in New York were the principal bands, however the pressure of European settlement forced them to move along the Delaware River near the other clans of the Lenape. After the Walking Stick treaty, they moved to the region of the Allegheny River in Pennsylvania. There the Moravians began their missions among them, and many converted to Christianity. Many of these people moved to sites in the current state of Ohio. Others migrated into the Indiana Territory. During these years the Munsee mostly merged with the other bands of the Lenape or joined the Chippawa, Shawnee and other tribes. At this time, the Munsee as a division of the Lenape faded into obscurity. Scattered bands of Munsee still exist. 

First Contact with the Europeans

Dutch settlers under leader Peter Minuet were the first known Europeans to encounter the Lenape. In 1638 the Dutch purchased a tract of land from the tribe which is near Wilmington, Delaware. The Dutch established a settlement on Tinicum Island, which is near the Philadelphia International Airport. 

Early English Contact

Quaker William Warner settled in what is now west Philadelphia in 1677 and is the first known Englishman to note the presence of the Lenape tribe. During this time the Munsee occupied northern Pennsylvania, the Unami the central portion and the Unalachtgo the southern region. Archaeologists studying sites in the state believe that the tribe occupied these regions for hundreds of years. In 1682 or 1683 William Penn and the great Lenape chief Tamenend signed the first treaty with William Penn in 1682, the Treaty of Shackamaxon. 

Treaty of Shackamaxon

Historical lore relates that William Penn, the founder of the city of Philadelphia and the state of Pennsylvania, and the great chief of the Lenape Tamenend, sat under the great elm of Shackamaxon in 1682 or 1683 and came to an agreement of peace. Some accounts relate that the two men signed a treaty, while others assert that there was no written document, just an exchange of wampum belts. One of the belts, the one given to Penn, resides at the Philadelphia History Museum. The wampum belt was of great symbolic to the Lenape and would have been regarded the same as a written treaty. Philadelphia's Penn Treaty Park on the banks of the Delaware River at 1301 N Beach St, Philadelphia, PA 19125 is the traditional site at which the meeting took place. Artist Benjamin West, who attended the historic meeting, painted the scene sometime around 1670. Some accounts relate that there was a written document, however Penn's sons tore the document up several years after his death and manipulated the natives into signing the Walking Purchase of 1737. A storm blew the legendary tree down on March 5, 1810. The Penn Society erected a memorial obelisk in 1827 and Penn Treaty Park was created in 1893. Some accounts relate that in the treaty the Lenape sold a tract of land to Penn; however, whether that happened is unclear. Some historians debate whether a meeting ever actually took place, however strong historical tradition indicates that it did. 

Shackamaxon

The meaning of the name Shackamaxon has been clouded in the annals of history. One possible origin is the name, “Kackamensi,” which over time evolved into Shackamaxon. Another possible origin is the word, "Sakimauchheen Ing, which translates as, "to make a chief or king place." This name derives from the Unami word "sakima," which is their word for sachem, or principal chief. The site was where the three clans gathered to choose their sachem. Shackamaxon was also considered a neutral ground where other tribes would come to smoke the pipe and exchange wampum belts. Agreements between tribes like the Iroquois, the Nanticokes, the Susquehannocks, and the Shawnees met at this place to confer with the Lenape. A park in Philadelphia called Penn Treaty Park is the location of the treaty and the meeting place. 

Penn Treaty Park

1301 N Beach St

Philadelphia, PA 19125

Tamenend (c. 1628-c. 1698)

Also called Tammany or Tammamend, the "affable", Saint Tammany or King Tammany. Chief of the Unami (Turtle), Tamenend is known as a peace lover. Historical lore relates he met with William Penn under the great elm at Shackamaxon to come to a peace agreement in 1682. Further lore relates that Tamenend stated that the Lenape and the English would "live in peace as long as the waters run in the rivers and creeks and as long as the stars and moon endure." Many legends circulated about the chief in the years after his death. Festivals, societies and buildings derive their name from him. Tammany Hall in New York is one of these, and there is one in Philadelphia. 

The 1736 Walking Purchase.

When William Penn governed Pennsylvania, he purchased tracts of land from the Delaware tribe. Penn allowed the Delaware to remain on some of these lands and always tried to deal fairly with them. After his death in 1718, the Penn family ran things differently. They ordered the Delaware off the lands. Provincial Secretary Logan produced a map that misrepresented the original 1686 treaty. The treaty conditions stated that the boundary would be as long as a walking man could cover in a day. It also showed the path the walkers would take. Delaware custom assumed this distance to be about forty miles in the terrain indicated and agreed to these terms. Logan hired the three fastest runners in the colony to determine the distance. Then he prepared a path through the forest for them to run. The distance covered by the last man standing was a stunning seventy miles. The Delaware objected and appealed to the Iroquois. The Iroquois, having reached a previous deal with Logan, declined, forcing the Delaware to comply. Because of a line on the map drawn by Logan, this land deal gave 1,200,000 acres to Logan. The Delaware, stung and angry, moved west. 

The various Indian wars gradually drove the Delaware from their homes in Pennsylvania to Ohio sometime after the 1744 Treaty of Lancaster. 

Wyoming

During this time many of the Munsee band had been living in an area in along the Delaware River in northeastern Pennsylvania called the Minisinks, which is in the Scranton/Wilkes Barr area. The Walking Purchase forced the Lenape from this region, humiliating them. They were forced to move into the Wyoming or the Shamokin area. Wyoming, or "upon the great plain," in the Lenape language, was further west. Shamokin was in east central Pennsylvania. Some of the villages moved to Shamokin and others moved to Wyoming. By 1756 the region had a mixed population of Lenape, Mahican, Shawnee and Iroquois. That year the chief Tedyuskung moved the tribe to north central Pennsylvania, near Tioga. Other bands moved further west. Other bands remained in Pennsylvania, but the general trend was to move west into Ohio, forced by various treaties. Diseases like smallpox by this time had also begun reducing their numbers, starting in the late Seventeenth Century. 

Treaty of Easton

October 26, 1758 - Treaty of Easton - British make peace with the Native Tribes

The Seven Years War in Europe began in 1754 and the war spread to North America under the name French and Indian War. The British sought to keep as many of the powerful Eastern tribes out of the conflict as possible. After three tries in three years they accomplished this goal at town north of Philadelphia called Easton in October 1758.

The Tribes

500 natives representing thirteen powerful Amerindian nations attended the conference with the Pennsylvania and New Jersey governors. The most important of these tribes were the Iroquois, Shawnee and Delaware tribes. The Iroquois sent three chiefs to assure their dominance of the area. 

Easton

Founded in 1752 on land acquired from the Lenape (Delaware) tribe during the "Walking Purchase", the Lenape called the area "Lechauwitank," or "The Place at the Forks". The town was located at the junction of the Lehigh and Delaware rivers on 1000 acres of land set aside by William Penn. he named the area Easton at the request of his new wife, Juliana Fermor, whose family held an estate called Easton Neston in England. 

The Treaty Negotiations

Negotiations with the tribes began, in typical Amerindian fashion, with ceremonies that honored the dead. Rites to cleanse the various representatives of bad spirits acquired during the journey through the deep forests followed. The speeches, wampum exchanges and pauses for deliberation drug on several days. At length, on October 26, 1758, consensus emerged and the British and natives signed the agreement. 

The Treaty

According to the terms of the treaty the natives agreed not to ally themselves with the French during the current war. In return for that concession, the British returned several large parcels of land to the tribes. They also promised to honor the tribe's hunting lands in the Ohio River Valley and bar colonial settlements west of the Allegheny Mountains after the war ended. This treaty led to King George's Proclamation of 1763 that barred settlement west of the Allegheny Mountains. The Lenape tribe also renounced claims to all lands in the colony of New Jersey, a concession for which they were paid 1000 Spanish dollars. 

It is interesting to note that the natives kept their end of the agreement while the British did not. Settlement did continue into the Ohio River Valley and into the Kentucky region west of the Allegheny Mountains, leading to more conflicts. 

The French and Indian War

The French and Indian War, known internationally as the Seven Years War, had begun with a French victory over an inexperienced twenty-two-year-old George Washington in Pennsylvania on May 28, 1754, at the Battle of Jumonville Glen. It ended with the last North American battle, the Battle of Signal Hill in Nova Scotia on September 15, 1760. In the intervening years, the French had lost an empire. The Treaty of Paris, finalized on February 10, 1763, saw the end of the French presence in North America and the beginning of British dominance. 

The French

French possessions in North America and the Caribbean included Canada, East and West Florida and Grenada. When the British occupied this territory, large populations of French citizens remained. French settlements stretched along the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico. These French citizens now found themselves under the control of their traditional rivals, the English. 

The Indians

Hundreds of native tribes occupied the lands known as the Ohio Valley. Future states of Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisianna lay within the confines of this vast tract of land. Thousands of natives farmed, hunted and lived in this expanse of land. Most were accustomed to dealing with the French and now found themselves dealing with new challenges. 

The English

Britain found itself with millions of acres of new, valuable lands. However, the war had stretched British resources to the limit. The government bore a huge financial debt because of the war. Governing this new asset would provide fresh challenges for a government already pushed to its limits. 

The Colonists

The American colonists had made grave sacrifices fighting the war. Marauding French and Indian troops had destroyed villages, crops and farms. Many had died in the attacks and the war effort had taxed colonial assemblies’ finances as well. As a reward, the colonists expected that they would be allowed to settle in the new areas now free of French control. 

The Royal Proclamation of 1763

The war ended with the Treaty of Paris, leaving Britain with new challenges. To manage these challenges, King George III issued the Proclamation of 1763 on October 7, 1763. Basically, the Proclamation established boundaries for four new English provinces, Quebec, Grenada, East Florida and West Florida. It also established a line roughly along the Appalachian Mountains, west of which British colonists were forbidden to settle. They could travel there to explore or trade with the natives, but not establish settlements. The treaty forbade private citizens or colonies from purchasing land from the natives, reserving the right to purchase lands to the Crown. The Proclamation also awarded land to people that had served in the military. It granted 5000 acres to field officers, 2000 acres to staff officers, 200 acres to non-commission officers and 50 acres to enlisted men. 

Consequences

The Proclamation effectively banned settlement in the area west of the Appalachian Mountains, although many colonists had already established villages there. Many, like Daniel Boone, had explored the area and desired the lands. Many historians feel the Proclamation in part sparked the Revolution twelve years later. However, later treaties with the Indians opened areas for settlement. It is probable that it combined with many other resentments the colonists felt to trigger the later War of Independence. 

Moravian Missions

David Zeisberger (April 11, 1721 – November 17, 1808) 

The son of David and Rosina Zeisberge, David was native to Zauchtenthal, Moravia (present day Suchdol nad Odrou, Czech Republic.) His parents migrated to the Colony of Georgia in the New World whild David was a boy, however, David remained in Europe to complete his education. He rejoined his family in Savannah, Georgia in 1738. The Zeisberger family had begun working among the Creek Indians in Georgia, hoping to convert them to Christianity. David moved to Pennsylvania to help the church establish the settlements of Bethlehem and Nazareth. He received his ordination as a minister in 1749, after which he began missionary efforts among the Delaware tribe. During his missionary work, he became an advocate for the rights of the native tribes. 

Partnership with David Zeisburger

In 1771 David Zeisburger traveled to Bethlehem and requested that Heckeweller join him in his quest to found Moravian missions on the frontier. The men founded the first settlement in Ohio, Schoenbrunn, in 1772, and the first school in 1773. 

Schoenbrunn Village

The Delaware Indian chief Netawatwes invited Zeisberger to found a village in along the Tuscarawas River in the Ohio Country in 1772. Zeisberger and several Delaware families moved into the area, found a suitable site and founded their village. The villagers built cabins and planted gardens that included corn, beans, squash, potatoes and turnips. The built the first schoolhouse in Ohio and established the first civil code. the council consisted of Zeisberger, several Moravians and Delaware converts. The Delaware established the rules for the settlement. The village prospered for several years, however the tensions created by the Revolutionary War proved too great and by 1777 the villagers abandoned the settlement. Schoenbrunn Village has been restored. Those interested in visiting the restored village may contact:

Schoenbrunn Village

1984 E. High Avenue

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

800.752.2711

https://www.ohiohistory.org/visit/museum-and-site-locator/schoenbrunn-village

July 29, 1773 - First Schoolhouse in Ohio Completed Schoenbrunn Ohio

David Zeisberger and his band of twenty-eight Moravians arrived in May, 1772 to establish a village they would call Schoenbrunn. Schoenbrunn was the first Christian settlement in the region that would become the State of Ohio.  

Moravian Church

The Moravians are one of the oldest Protestant Christian churches in the world, dating from about 1457 in Bohemia. Reformer Jan Hus disagreed with several practices in the Catholic Church and started the Hussite movement that evolved into the Moravian Church.  In 1722 members of the church fled to Saxony to escape religious persecution. They established a settlement in Germany called Herrnhut. From this village the Moravians started the first international missionary movement, establishing settlements in many countries. 

The Moravian School

The first efforts at settlement involved building cabins, planting gardens for food and hunting the nearby forests for game. By spring 1773 the settlers build a school, which they completed on July 29, 1773. The schoolmaster taught both Moravian boys and girls, unusual for a colonial school. The school also taught native converts. The Moravians had printed a bible in the Delaware (Lenape) language so their native converts could read scripture. 

His efforts led to conflict with the British, leading to his brief imprisonment in 1781. Zeisberger died at Goshen, Ohio, where he is interred. 

Gnadenhutten

Zeisberger founded another village in what is now Ohio in October 1772 he called Gnadenhutten. The name is a German word for "Huts of Grace." This was the second town for the Delaware founded by Zeisberger and it is now the oldest town in Ohio. The Lenape followed the same lifestyle as the nearby village of Schoenbrunn.

Lichtenau

The Moravians had had success at Gnadenhutten and Schoenbrunn, so they established a third missionary town, Lichtenau. The name is German for "Meadow of Light," and was near the current town of Coshocton, in central Ohio in 1776. 

Revolutionary War

By the time the war broke out the Delaware had established their main town, Coshocton, at the junction of the Walhonding River and the Tuscarawas River in in current east central Ohio. Chief Netawatwees had moved the tribe to that location and established the town. Chief Netawatwees died in 1776. The leadership of the tribe fell to his son, Koquethagechton. During this time Koquethagechton married Rachel Doddridge, a white woman whom the Lenape had captured when she was five years old sometime in the early 1770's. Rachel had assimilated into the tribe and bore White Eyes two children. Also, during this time, he established White Eyes Town near west Lafayette in Ohio.

Iroquois Dominated

The Iroquois tribe had dominated the Delaware, forcing them into tributary status. The Lenape also desired peace with the United States and tried to remain neutral. The Iroquois had allied themselves with the British during the conflict, thus placing the Lenape in a delicate position. During the Revolutionary War, Koquethagechton, Chief White Eyes, tried to negotiate a treaty with the United States. The tribal leader met with Congress on April 11, 1776, to address the assembly and propose a treaty with the United States. 

April 11, 1776 - White Eyes Confers with Congress

The Lenape Chief White Eyes, or Koquethagechton, addressed the Continental Congress on April 11, 1776. During his address, the members of the Congress expressed their thanks for his continued efforts to affect a peace between the United States and the Lenape, or Delaware, tribe. Chief White Eyes promised that the Lenape would aid the United States in its war with Britain. He also expressed hope that the Congress would allow the tribe to form a fourteenth state with representation in Congress. Congress compensated White Eyes with two horses, saddles, bridles and $300.

White Eyes (c. 1730  November 5, 1778)

The son of Netawatwees "New Comer", Chief of the Delaware and Wife Of Netawatwees, of Lenape Delaware Turtle Clan, White Eyes was native to western Pennsylvania. His many names included George White Eyes, or Captain Grey Eyes. His Lenape name, Koquethagechton, has been spelled multiple ways in colonial records. According to historical lore, his name White Eyes referred to his light complexion. 

Early Life

Historians know little of his early life. His name first surfaces during the French and Indian War (1754 - 1763), when he served as a messenger during treaty negotiations. 

Lenape Division During the War

During the Revolutionary War divisions arose within the Lenape tribe. The Christianized ones wanted to remain neutral in the conflict. The Lenape still living their traditional lifestyle, feeling threatened by further American encroachment, wanted to side with the British. The division led to tragedy, as the Lenape that allied with the British engaged in raids on colonial settlements. 

Treaty of Fort Pitt

British Lieutenant Governor held a conference at Detroit in June 1777 during which he attempted to incite the western tribes against the United States. Many of the tribes joined this effort, including many of the Lenape. Many did not, however, and attempted to remain neutral. To maintain this neutrality, the United States invited the tribe's leaders to Fort Pitt to sign a treaty with the tribe. This is apparently the first treaty between the United States and a native tribe. The negotiations took place in early September and were concluded on September 17, 1778, with the signing of the treaty. 

The text of the treaty is below:

Treaty With the Delawares: 1778

Articles of agreement and confederation, made and entered; into by, Andrew and Thomas Lewis, Esquires, Commissioners for, and in Behalf of the United States of North-America of the one Part, and Capt. White Eyes, Capt. John Kill Buck, Junior, and Capt. Pipe, Deputies and Chief Men of the Delaware Nation of the other Part.

ARTICLE I.

That all offences or acts of hostilities by one, or either of the contracting parties against the other, be mutually forgiven, and buried in the depth of oblivion, never more to be had in remembrance.

ARTICLE II.

That a perpetual peace and friendship shall from henceforth take place, and subsist between the contracting: parties aforesaid, through all succeeding generations: and if either of the parties are engaged in a just and necessary war with any other nation or nations, that then each shall assist the other in due proportion to their abilities, till their enemies are brought to reasonable terms of accommodation: and that if either of them shall discover any hostile designs forming against the other, they shall give the earliest notice thereof that timeous measures may be taken to prevent their ill effect.

ARTICLE III

And whereas the United States are engaged in a just and necessary war, in defence and support of life, liberty and independence, against the King of England and his adherents, and as said King is yet possessed of several posts and forts on the lakes and other places, the reduction of which is of great importance to the peace and security of the contracting parties, and as the most practicable way for the troops of the United States to some of the posts and forts is by passing through the country of the Delaware nation, the aforesaid deputies, on behalf of themselves and their nation, do hereby stipulate and agree to give a free passage through their country to the troops aforesaid, and the same to conduct by the nearest and best ways to the posts, forts or towns of the enemies of the United States, affording to said troops such supplies of corn, meat, horses, or whatever may be in their power for the accommodation of such troops, on the commanding officer's, &c. paying, or engageing to pay, the full value of whatever they can supply them with. And the said deputies, on the behalf of their nation, engage to join the troops of the United States aforesaid, with such a number of their best and most expert warriors as they can spare, consistent with their own safety, and act in concert with them; and for the better security of the old men, women and children of the aforesaid nation, whilst their warriors are engaged against the common enemy, it is agreed on the part of the United States, that a fort of sufficient strength and capacity be built at the expense of the said States, with such assistance as it may be in the power of the said Delaware Nation to give, in the most convenient place, and advantageous situation, as shall be agreed on by the commanding officer of the troops aforesaid, with the advice and concurrence of the deputies of the aforesaid Delaware Nation, which fort shall be garrisoned by such a number of the troops of the United States, as the commanding officer can spare for the present, and hereafter by such numbers, as the wise men of the United States in council, shall think most conducive to the common good.

ARTICLE IV.

For the better security of the peace and friendship now entered into by the contracting parties, against all infractions of the same by the citizens of either party, to the prejudice of the other, neither party shall proceed to the infliction of punishments on the citizens of the other, otherwise than by securing the offender or offenders by imprisonment, or any other competent means, till a fair and impartial trial can be had by judges or juries of both parties, as near as can be to the laws, customs and usages of the contracting parties and natural justice. The mode of such trials to be hereafter fixed by the wise men of the United States in Congress assembled, with the assistance of such deputies of the Delaware nation, as may be appointed to act in concert with them in adjusting this matter to their mutual liking. And it is further agreed between the parties aforesaid, that neither shall entertain or give countenance to the enemies of the other, or protect in their respective states, criminal fugitives, servants or slaves, but the same to apprehend, and secure and deliver to the State or States, to which such enemies, criminals, servants or slaves respectively belong.

ARTICLE V.

Whereas the confederation entered into by the Delaware nation and the United States, renders the first dependent on the latter for all the articles of clothing, utensils and implements of war, and it is judged not only reasonable, but indispensably necessary, that the aforesaid Nation be supplied with such articles from time to time, as far as the United States may have it in their power, by a well-regulated trade, under the conduct of an intelligent, candid agent, with an adequate salary, one more influenced by the love of his country, and a constant attention to the duties of his department by promoting the common interest, than the sinister purposes of converting and binding all the duties of his office to his private emolument: Convinced of the necessity of such measures, the Commissioners of the United States, at the earnest solicitation of the deputies aforesaid, have engaged in behalf of the United States, that such a trade shall be afforded said nation conducted on such principles of mutual interest as the wisdom of the United States in Congress assembled shall think most conducive to adopt for their mutual convenience.

ARTICLE VI.

Whereas the enemies of the United States have endeavored, by every artifice in their power, to possess the Indians in general with an opinion, that it is the design of the States aforesaid, to extirpate the Indians and take possession of their country to obviate such false suggestion, the United States do engage to guarantee to the aforesaid nation of Delawares, and their heirs, all their territorial rights in the fullest and most ample manner, as it bath been bounded by former treaties, as long as they the said Delaware nation shall abide by, and hold fast the chain of friendship now entered into. And it is further agreed on between the contracting parties should it for the future be found conducive for the mutual interest of both parties to invite any other tribes who have been friends to the interest of the United States, to join the present confederation, and to form a state whereof the Delaware nation shall be the head, and have a representation in Congress: Provided, nothing contained in this article to be considered as conclusive until it meets with the approbation of Congress. And it is also the intent and meaning of this article, that no protection or countenance shall be afforded to any who are at present our enemies, by which they might escape the punishment they deserve.

In witness whereof, the parties have hereunto interchangeably set their hands and seals, at Fort Pitt, September seventeenth, anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight.

Andrew Lewis, [L. S.]

Thomas Lewis, [L. S.]

White Eyes, his x mark, [L. S.]

The Pipe, his x mark, [L. S.]

John Kill Buck, his x mark, [L. S.]

In presence of-

Lach'n McIntosh, brigadier-general, commander the Western Department.

Daniel Brodhead, colonel Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment,

W. Crawford, collonel,

John Campbell,

John Stephenson,

John Gibson, colonel Thirteenth Virginia Regiment,

A. Graham, brigade major,

Lach. McIntosh, jr., major brigade,

Benjamin Mills,

Joseph L. Finley, captain Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment,

John Finley, captain Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment.

Gnadenhutten Massacre

The British commander of Detroit, Major Arent de Peyster, feared that the Lenape living at Gnadenhutten would assist the Americans. In August 1781 he dispatched a force to the village to remove them. They took the Lenape to a site at the mouth of the Sandusky River, along Lake Erie in northern Ohio. The site was called Captive Town. They arrived in September, much too late to plant crops. They had not been permitted to harvest the crops in their fields before being forced to leave. The Lenape spent the winter starving. In February Zeisberger allowed some of them to return to Gnadenhutten to harvest their crops. There were from 100 - 150 natives in this group, consisting of men, women and children.  While there, another group of Lenape were conducting raids into western Pennsylvania. A group of militiamen, led by Colonel David Williamson, approached the village. Bent on retaliation, they accused the Christian Lenape of engaging in the raids. Denials by the Lenape went nowhere. The militia separated the men and women into separate huts and laid plans for the execution of the people. The Lenape spent the night in prayer and singing. The next morning, they brought them out singly and clubbed them with a tomahawk. Only two boys escaped the massacre. 

Beginning Relations with the United States

October 22, 1784 - Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1784)

During the negotiations for the Treaty of Paris in 1783, neither the Americans nor the British took the state of the Indian nations in the former colonies into consideration. The British, who had always taken care of the natives, virtually abandoned them when they withdrew all their military forces after the treaty was signed. 

Uncertain Relations

The relationship between the natives and the new American government was one of uncertainty and suspicion. Native attacks on whites living on the frontier still occurred with many settlers dying or taken prisoner in the attacks. The new United States government could not decide at first who was responsible for negotiating with the Indian nations, the Federal Government or the states. At the end of the Revolutionary War several Indian tribes still inhabited Western Pennsylvania. President George Washington and most Pennsylvanians wanted to drive them out and establish the boundaries of the nation. Pennsylvania officials at first tried to deal with the problem, but Congress decided that it was the Federal Government's responsibility to negotiate with the tribes. The treaty negotiations would take place at Fort Stanwix in western New York, near present day Rome. 

Treaty of Fort Stanwix 

The Treaty of Fort Stanwix was the first treaty between the Indian nations and the United States after the Revolutionary War. The goal of the United States government was to drive the natives from Pennsylvania, end the attacks and free the prisoners. The meetings included representatives of the League of The Iroquois, which included the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayuga, and Senecas. The treaty, upon its signing, recognized each tribe as a sovereign nation and established an Indian reserve called the Cornplanter Reserve in Pennsylvania. The Iroquois agreed to move out of western Pennsylvania and ceded lands in the Great Lakes region, which would include the future states of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio. The tribe had laid claim to this vast area after dominating it during the Beaver Wars in the Seventeenth Century. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
&
- =
S =
x =
o O
=






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image003.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





