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Foreword

 


If you have never seen a Schnoodle dog for
yourself, you are missing out on one of the most adorable and
friendly dog breeds.

 


A hybrid of the Poodle and Schnauzer, the
Schnoodle has all of the best features of both breeds.

 


As an expert trainer and professional dog
whisperer, I would like to teach you the human side of the
equation, so you can learn how to think more like your dog and
eliminate behavioral problems with your pet.

 


If you are thinking about buying one of these
dogs, this book is the perfect place to start.

 


Within the pages of this book, you will find
answers to all of your questions about Schnoodles, including those
you never thought to ask!

 


Here you will learn the basics about the
breed, its history, temperament, appearance and more, including
tips for housing, training, feeding and breeding.

 


This book is the ultimate guide for anyone
who wants to own a Schnoodle.

 


Alan Kenworthy
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Chapter 1 - History and Origins of the
Breed

 


Congratulations! If you’re thinking about
adding a Schnoodle to your home, you’re soon going to be a member
of a most popular group.

 


Although not recognized by the American
Kennel Club (AKC), breeders have been carefully selecting dogs from
different pedigrees and breeding them together. This has been done
with much research and care.
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Today, the Schnoodle is a popular breed in
the United States and in Europe. Schnoodles are energetic, and they
are also eager to please, making them easy to train, even for the
most inexperienced pet parent. Older Schnoodles fit in well with
most working people’s schedules, yet they still need be walked a
few times a day.

 


All About Your Schnoodle

 


The Schnoodle is a handsome hybrid breed that
carries both Poodle and Schnauzer characteristics.

 


All Schnoodles have a wavy coat that may vary
in texture from wiry to soft. With long feathered ears, rugged
features and an easygoing temperament, this handsome breed loves
being around other pets, children and people, making him the
perfect candidate for a family dog.

 


It is believed that the earliest occurrence
of a breed that was similar to today’s Schnoodle was most probably
a breed developed in England known as the Truffle Dog. It is
thought that white Toy Poodles (which were developed by breeding
the larger German or French white corded Poodles with the Maltese)
were crossed with a small terrier type of dog to create the Truffle
Dog.

 


The combination of intellect and keen sense
of smell, both of which are common to both the Poodle and the
terrier breeds, as well as their digging skills, created a breed
that was perfect to sniff out truffles.

 


This breed originated in the 1980s in the
United States (probably Minnesota) when one professional breeder
started crossing purebred Miniature Schnauzers with purebred Toy or
Miniature Poodles. These produced first-generation dogs, which were
later bred to unrelated pairs of hybrids to produce breed lines
from many different pairs of Schnoodles.

 


The main goal of Schnoodle breeders seems to
have been to create an allergy-free, sociable, mid-sized,
intelligent and long-lived dog that would not be prone to the
numerous health disorders commonly found in the pure-bred Schnauzer
and Poodle lines. While writing this book, I came across many
owners who are actually very allergic to dogs, and the only reason
they have any dog at all is because of how wonderfully
hypoallergenic the breed is.

 


In the late 1990s, the Schnoodle had become
one of the most popular “designer” Poodle-mix breeds. By breeding
two outstanding breeds, the handsome and sociable Schnoodle hybrid
became the perfect family pet.

 


The Standard Schnauzer

 


With three distinctively different types of
Schnauzer – Miniature, Standard and Giant – that were carefully
bred from multi-generational lines in Wurttemberg and Bavaria,
Germany, the Schnauzer had a wonderful physical conformation that
was kept throughout the entire Schnauzer breed evolution.

 


This is a medium-sized breed and dates back
to the 15th century. The Standard Schnauzer is the oldest and the
prototype of all three breeds. The Standard Schnauzer was the
result of crossing the German Pudel, the German Wolfspitz and the
old Wirehaired German Wolfspitz.

 


Standard Schnauzers were classified as a
terrier breed in United States dog shows as far back as 1899 to
1945. They had terrific coats and stance, and it was because of
this that they were later transferred to the Working Group.

 


Standard Schnauzers vary in height from 18 to
20 inches at the withers in males, and for females 17 to 19 inches.
They have a double coat, which is coarse; their outer coat being
wiry; and their inner coat being soft. Coat colors consist of
salt-and-pepper, or black. The Standard Schnauzer is handsome with
a rugged build, and is intelligent, high-spirited and sociable.

 


The Miniature Schnauzer

 


The Miniature Schnauzer, or “Mini,” was the
product of breeding both the Affenpinschers with small-sized
Standard Schnauzers. This occurred during the middle to end of the
19th century. This breed was recognized as a totally individual
breed in 1899 when the “Mini” started showing in Germany. They
arrived in the United States in 1925 and have since been extremely
popular.

 


The American Kennel Club (AKC) classified
these Mini Schnauzers as terriers. This differed from their
ancestor breed, the Standard Schnauzer. Today, the Miniature
Schnauzer makes for a wonderful family companion. He is protective,
loyal and intelligent. The Mini ranges from 12 to 14 inches in
height at the withers. Their ideal height is 13.5 inches.

 


The Miniature Schnauzer looks like his
cousin, the Standard Schnauzer. Similar to the Standard Schnauzer,
the Mini is big-boned and ruggedly built with handsome features.
They too have a double coat with a wiry outer coat and a soft inner
coat, which consists of salt-and-pepper coloring, black-and-silver
tones or solid black.

 


The Giant Schnauzer

 


Also known as the Reisenschnauzeer, this is
the largest and the newest of the three breeds of Schnauzer.

 


Experts note that all three breeds of the
Schnauzer were bred over time in close relation to what work the
owners were doing. All were bred for one specific purpose – to
assist their pet parents in their day-to-day lives. These dogs were
also bred with climate, living environment and their geographic
location in mind.

 


Schnauzers were thought to have been brought
back to Bavaria by Bavarian cattlemen to help with sheep farming
and driving other livestock.

 


The Giant Schnauzer is double-coated, with a
wiry outer coat and soft inner coat. The males stand at 25.5 to
27.5 inches at the withers, and the females range from 23.5 to 25.5
inches. There tends to be a preference for mid-range heights.

 


Coat colors are either solid black or
salt-and–pepper. The Giant Schnauzer is an energetic breed that is
alert and intelligent.

 


[image: tmp_e579430d28999bc9aae34e4ee19097ff_hXRilG_html_m46c23301.jpg]

Photo Credit: Salena from Kandenne
Galbraith

 


Poodles

 


Today, the Poodle is classified in the AKC’s
Non-Sporting and Toy Groups. Nonetheless, the Poodle has a history
of retrieving fallen game from water.

 


The very first Poodle is thought to have been
crossed from the white Maltese and the Spaniel from Spain. The
Poodle’s friendly temperament contributed for this breed’s rising
popularity throughout Europe, most especially in England.

 


There are also three sizes of Poodles,
similar to those of the Schnauzer. Yet, with the Poodle the three
different sizes are all for one dog breed, with the prototype being
the Standard Poodle.

 


Poodles that are over 15 inches at the
withers are considered to be Standard Poodles. Those that are
smaller, yet stand taller than 10 inches are known as the Miniature
Poodle. Toy Poodles are smaller than 10 inches at the withers.

 


Poodle coat types range considerably from
long and curly cords to those that are thicker and denser. Today,
these are the most popular coats and are clipped into highly
sculpted creations or a sporting clip.

 


Coat colors that are accepted by the AKC for
showing Poodles can include blue, black, silver, brown,
café-au-lait, cream and apricot. AKC standards deem it necessary
that all these colors must be even and solid throughout the
coat.

 


All of the Poodle’s ancestors were great
swimmers. The Toy Poodle did well with truffle hunting, and
eventually breeders crossed the Schnauzer with the Toy Poodle. This
resulted in the first Schnoodle dog breed.

 


The Schnoodle was bred as an allergy-friendly
breed. Today, there’s a lot of variability in the Schnoodle as a
breed, nonetheless this breed remains popular due to their
intelligence and cuteness.

 


What are First-Generation Schnoodles?

 


First-generation Schnoodles are known as F1
Schnoodles and are the direct offspring of a Poodle and Schnauzer.
Either the Schnauzer or the Poodle can be the sire or dam of the
puppies, depending on the relative size of both parents.

 


As a rule, first and second generations don’t
shed. If you are breeding a non-shedding dog and a dog that sheds,
like Goldendoodles or Labradoodles, you can have a problem with F1
or F2 shedding, but you do not find this in Schnoodles.

 


Although not typical, there are some
circumstances under which Schnoodles can shed, depending on the
coats of the parent dogs. If you are using a harsh-coated Giant
Schnauzer, you run a higher chance of having a shedding animal. If
you have a Giant that has the American coat, the Schnoodle should
not shed. The non-shedding Schnoodle will lose hair, just as we do
on a daily basis. This is part of the reason grooming and brushing
is so important.

 


Temperament

 


With the Schnoodle being such a loyal and
devoted family dog, it’s hard not to be passionate about this
breed. They’re sociable with all family members and friends, are
easy to train and are always ready to join in family activities.
Most Schnoodles enjoy going for car rides or traveling by car to go
on outings. They are an easygoing breed that delights in water
play, whether at the beach, lake or your home swimming pool.

 


The Schnoodle’s temperament usually reflects
the very best of qualities from both the sire and dam – the two
parent breeds.

 


They display an almost human-like disposition
and need to be mentally stimulated. The Schnoodle is affectionate
and enjoys being around children and family. They do need to be
kept busy and exercised regularly. As with any breed, frequent
exercise, positive training and early socialization all will
provide the necessary groundwork for a great family pet.

 


Larger Schnoodles, which include breeding the
Giant Schnauzer with the Standard Poodle, are known to have the
best temperament. Note that the larger Schnoodle may sometimes be
difficult to handle, depending on the Giant Schnauzer temperament
in his bloodline. As with all dog breeds, the temperament or
personality of a dog is always directly related to parentage, so
you can have differences with any crossbred dog.

 


Size

 


The Schnoodle can grow up to be many
different sizes. This applies to all puppies from the same litter.
This is the result of the Poodle size variability along the Poodle
lines. Size classification is based on measurements for body height
at the withers and not on weight, because of the variations. There
are five different Schnoodle sizes:

 


Toy Schnoodle: Height at the shoulder: 20-30
cm (8-12 in), Weight: 3-6 kg (6-13 lb).

 


Miniature Schnoodle: Height at the shoulder:
30-40 cm (12-16 in), Weight: 6-10 kg (13-26 lb).

 


Medium Schnoodle: Height at the shoulder:
40-51 cm (16-20 in), Weight: 10-20 kg (26-44 lb).

 


Standard Schnoodle: Height at the shoulder:
51-66 cm (20-26 in), Weight: 20-30 kg (44-66 lb).

 


Giant Schnoodle: Height at the shoulder:
66-71 cm (26-28 in), Weight: 30-40 kg (66-90 lb).

 


Coat Type and Colors

 


The Schnoodle coat does not usually shed, and
hardly any hair is lost on a daily basis. This is great for all
allergy-prone pet parents who want to have a dog. Today’s Schnoodle
coat will vary from coarse, like the Schnauzer’s, to soft and
silky, like the Poodle’s. Many Schnoodles will have an in-between
texture of the two.

 


Coat colors vary from solid colors, such as
black or silver, to those of familiar combinations, such as the
black and tan version or blends of their parent colors. These could
be faded apricot, cream and white, or faded sable with black tips.
Schnoodles can also have a white harlequin mask. Sometimes the
Schnoodle will develop a silvery color as he matures.

 


Similar to their parent breeds, coat colors
will change as the pups get older, so not even your breeder will
know which color or shade your puppy will become when he reaches a
year. Rare Schnoodle colors include chocolate, café, red, parti and
phantom.

 


Working Dogs

 


Schnoodles are great as therapy dogs. They
are low shedding and have low-dander coats, which provides an
advantage when working with people and being in close contact on a
daily basis.

 


Today, we’re still not 100% sure about the
working potential of this intelligent breed, but all breeders claim
that their Schnoodles are protective of their families and make
great hunting dogs.

 


General Appearance

 


There is no official breed standard
pertaining to the Schnoodle. All the characteristics discussed in
this book will typically be noticed in a first generation (F1)
Schnoodle. Most Schnoodles will look like the Schnauzer.

 


Eyes

 


His eyes are bifocal and tend to be placed
closely to one another.

 


Nose

 


The Schnoodle’s nose has a boxy square look,
like a Schnauzer.

 


Build

 


The Schnoodle has the finer bones and the
build of the Poodle. His legs are also finely built, like the
Poodle’s.

 


Mouth

 


His mouth is similar to the Schnauzer, and he
has a square jaw.

 


Tail

 


His tail is over-curled and fluffy.

 


General Health

 


Your Schnoodle’s average lifespan is
approximately 10 to 15 years. Nonetheless, his breeding and
genetics will all affect his longevity. Health problems in this
breed include eye problems, hip dysplasia, patellar luxation-knee
problems and Legg-Calve-Perthes disease, which is a genetic hip
joint condition.

 


Many Schnoodles may be susceptible to a few
skin conditions like hot spots, skin allergies and other conditions
common to the Schnauzer parent breed. These can be easily treated
with the help of your veterinarian and a good diet.

 


As with the Poodle, Schnoodles become more
prone to cataracts as they age. They also are affected by heart
disease, diabetes, dental disease and other endocrine diseases.

 


Schnoodle breeders will generally test for
potential eye diseases and hip dysplasia, as well as for elbow
problems. There are many conditions that can be avoided if the
breeder screens all Schnoodle parent dogs for inherited
diseases.
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First generation (F1) Schnoodles have wavy,
soft coats that need daily grooming. Although they have low dander
and shed very little hair, weekly bathing is recommended.

 


Second-generation (F2) Schnoodle coats can be
either hard curls like the Poodle’s or straight hair like the
Schnauzer.

 


Sometimes coats may be a mixture of both. All
Schnoodles that have inherited the Poodle’s coat need to be clipped
religiously every 6 to 12 weeks.

 


What Your Schnoodle Really Wants

 


All dogs have emotions. They feel pain, fear,
anger and jealousy and show happiness when they see us. An
important role that we play in our dog’s life is making sure that
we understand our dogs and what it is they really need to be happy.
Since we control our Schnoodle’s environment, it is critical that
we do all we can do enrich and create an environment that is
beneficial for the dog’s mental growth and stimulation.

 


Schnoodles also have physical intelligence.
They’re able to focus on a moving object and follow it. They’re
able to determine that a particular object they may have moved
would result in another object moving, so that they can reach
it.

 


While some breeds may have a reputation for
being smarter, all dogs are intelligent and need to be trained,
loved, respected, frequently exercised and played with. There is
nothing sadder than a dog that’s left alone all day by an
inattentive pet parent.

 


The dogs that form the closet bonds with
their pet parents are the ones that have been given the time,
training, respect and love that all dogs deserve.

 


All in all, Schnoodles are relatively easy to
care for as long as you do your research and know what to expect
before you buy.
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