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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:
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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 
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Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 
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Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
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TIME HEALS ALL WOUNDS. 

When Aria and her friends escape the bunker, they find themselves at the beginning of a long road. Trust has to be earned, and some scars are quicker to heal than others.

Together with their parents they begin the hunt for Dorian, only to discover that nothing is quite as it seems. They’ve been given only a piece of the puzzle, unlocking just a solitary clue. But the man has a dark secret. One he’s been holding on to for a long time.

One that could unravel them all...



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1
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“It’s the woman in the bustier.”

Aria and Gabriel were standing in the back of a tea shop, watching as the line slowly inched forward, making quiet wagers as they studied the citizens of London in their natural habitat.

It was a ritual they’d performed every morning since what had been coded ‘the unfortunate reenactment of children of the corn’, and the stakes were getting higher. Seventeen straight days, but Aria had yet to win a single round. She was beginning to think the man had the place rigged.

“How do you even know she’s wearing a bustier?” she asked in bewilderment, disturbed to realize she knew exactly who he was talking about.

He glanced down with a look of extreme patience. “Aria, you still have a lot to learn about being a spy.”

They watched as the woman pulled out a compact, dabbing at her lipstick while her gaze darted wildly. A kind of manic energy was rolling off her, and a thin layer of sweat had beaded her upper lip. It was so slight, no one else in the tea shop noticed. Only someone looking very closely would have seen her ‘stumble’ forward and tuck a bauble into her bag.

Gabriel turned in triumph. “Give me all your money.”

With a snort of laughter, Aria pulled a ten-pound note from her pocket and slapped it into his hand. She had been going to use it to buy the tea, but her uncle never made her pay. In the past, all similarly lost wagers had been mysteriously tucked on the dashboard of her car the next morning.

Wonder where he’ll put them now...

She took a deliberate step forward when the line moved, determined not to think of such things. It hadn’t been an easy re-entry. If it wasn’t the nightmares, or the regular check-ins at a PC medical facility, or her sudden but eternal hatred of eclairs, there were those ‘normal’ moments.

Standing in line at a tea shop, then suddenly remembering she no longer had a car. Checking her phone for the next training session from Michael, then flashing abruptly to his burial and realizing she would never receive a text message from him again.

Sometimes it was easier to stand shivering in front of her window, to wake up screaming in the middle of the night. Easier probably wasn’t the best word, but it felt more honest. The normal moments were the hardest. Moments when it became clear that the world had continued turning and they would be expected to turn with it...whether they wanted to or not.

The only good news was that there were plenty of people to help.

For absolutely no discernable reason, Aria had begun starting each morning with a purchase of Taiwanese tea. She claimed it had an ancient soothing effect, but in reality she just loved slurping the tapioca balls through an oversized straw.

Her uncle was less enchanted. Perhaps it was a textural problem. Perhaps he was simply in the majority. But the moment she started, he’d developed an inexplicable craving for it as well.

“How in the world did you know she was going to do that?” she demanded, fighting the urge to trip the woman so the stolen trinket would go tumbling from her bag.

Gabriel shrugged, easing her closer to the counter. “This is a woman who gets off on little thrills. Hint of a drunken tattoo by the ankle, ring hanging on a chain around her neck, five different kinds of breath mints in the front pocket of her bag. She’s an opportunist,” he concluded. “And who can resist those miniature Eiffel Towers?”

As if on cue, the woman peeked into her purse with a feral kind of satisfaction. Aria laughed again, forgetting to muffle the sound. She’d learned not to question her uncle’s instincts.

But his methods?

“A ring around her neck?” she quoted. “How does that tell you anything?”

He smiled faintly, keeping his eyes on the counter. “It’s not a nice enough chain for the piece to be sentimental. She’s hanging it there because she likes the look, but it’s a size too big. She grabbed it quickly, no time to gauge the fit.”

‘It’s a size too big,’ he declares from half a room away.

“And what if you’re wrong?” she challenged bluntly. “What if it IS a sentimental piece and so is the chain? What if her sister died, it was a favorite, and she carries it forever around her neck?”

He nudged them forward again, almost to the counter.

“That’s an excellent theory,” he allowed graciously, “except she doesn’t have a sister. She has an older brother, and they rarely speak.”

At this point, it was impossible to tell if he was messing with her. But, strangely enough, she didn’t think so. There was something bizarrely practical about the way he’d said it—paired with a touch of surprise, as if wondering why she hadn’t immediately noticed such things herself.

“She doesn’t have a sister any more...” she muttered under her breath.

They reached the counter a moment later and placed their order, lingering by the blenders while Aria shot a covert look back at their thief. The longer she stared, the easier it was to pick up on those little adrenaline-fueled tells her uncle had been describing. A fob on the keyring for the local tennis club. Between that and the bustier, she was guessing a late-morning affair.

It probably doesn’t hurt that he’s seen the same fever-eyed look on his little sister a thousand times.

“Cash or credit?”

She turned back as the cashier flashed an expectant smile. “Oh, I haven’t any money.”

She shot a pointed look at her uncle, who laid the same bill he’d just won upon the counter—picking up the drinks as they began winding their way back outside.

It was one of those unexpectedly bright days that comes at the crest between two seasons, clinging nostalgically to the warmth of a balmy summer while pairing it with autumn’s preemptive bite. Truth be told, it was her very favorite time of year. One that usually heralded the start of new school term—teeming with crackling flurries and a hum of anticipation. This year, it would herald the start of something else. Something a little less structured, a little less clear.

Something that was improved greatly by the mango-catastrophe in her hand.

“How’s your drink?” she asked, taking a giant slurp.

Her beloved uncle had taken down crime lords and assassins. He’d infiltrated cartels and chased smugglers across seven continents. But even he couldn’t hide a wince.

“So frothy this morning...”

She grinned in spite of herself, then shot him a sideways look. “You don’t have to keep doing this,” she said quietly as he rifled for his keys. “You don’t have to keep coming with me—”

“But I adore the taro.” He gave his cup a suspicious shake, wincing as it congealed instantly along the sides. “What is that, anyway?”

“I think it’s a kind of root.”

They exchanged a quick glance then he located his keys and pressed a button, lighting up the headlights on a sleek sports car parked on the other side of the street.

“Come on,” he called, making his way towards it, “I’ll give you a ride to school.”

School.

Even having graduated, her parents still called it that. Even having never attended himself, her uncle had picked up on the name. Perhaps it was a defense mechanism. They spoke of it so often that ‘school’ was safer than saying Guilder or headquarters, especially in a common world crowd.

She hadn’t been back to school since the funeral. Many concerted efforts had been made to ‘get back on the horse’, but none of them so far had included the school grounds. Truth be told, there hadn’t yet been a need. She and her friends had been debriefed repeatedly the night they were found and the man who used to wait for them inside the Oratory had recently died.

But this morning was different than the others. A new trainer had been acquired.

She was headed to meet them right now.

“Are you sure?” she asked guiltily. “I could take a cab.”

Or I could just drive myself...

Her face went still as it struck her again.

She couldn’t drive herself. Her car had exploded. Because a man she’d trusted had placed a bomb under the back seat. The same man who’d drugged her and her friends, dragged them to a—

“Heads up.”

She snapped out of her trance just in time to lift her hand as a flash of silver whipped through the air. Her mouth fell open and she turned to her uncle in shock.

“Are you serious? You said I could never touch your cars, on account of my mom.”

He slipped around to the passenger seat, beckoning her forward with a wink. “Your mother knows better than anyone the hazards of punishing the child for the sins of the parent. At any rate, I’ve survived your father’s driving. I think we can risk it just this once.”

*   *   *
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BY THE TIME THEY GOT to Guilder, there was a chance Gabriel was rethinking that a bit.

“Sorry about the mirror!” Aria streaked into the staff parking lot, screeching to a stop with a gasp of delight. “That street lamp came out of nowhere!”

Her uncle gave her a hard look. There was Taiwanese tea all over his shirt.

“It’s fine.” He unclasped his seatbelt, then fixed the mangled chrome with a wave of his hand. “At least I didn’t have to finish the drink...”

The campus was already in full swing by the time they stepped onto the lawn.

Students were hurrying between classes, agents breezing in and out of the Oratory in various states of disrepair. It seemed like another lifetime that she had been one of them—waking up in the dorms, then racing across the grass to her next session. Training for a while on the padded mats before heading in secret to the little cottage on the other side of the lawn.
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