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ISAIAH 30: 15 FOR THUS said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning [to Me] and resting [in Me] you shall be saved; in quietness and in [trusting] confidence shall be your strength. But you would not, 16 And you said, No! We will speed [our own course] on horses! Therefore you will speed [in flight from your enemies]! You said, We will ride upon swift steeds [doing our own way]! Therefore will they who pursue you be swift, [so swift that] 17 One thousand of you will flee at the threat of one of them; at the threat of five you will flee till you are left like a beacon or a flagpole on the top of a mountain, and like a signal on a hill. 18 And therefore the Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, looking, and longing] to be gracious to you; and therefore He lifts Himself up, that He may have mercy on you and show loving-kindness to you. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are all those who [earnestly] wait for Him, who expect and look and long for Him [for His victory, His favor, His love, His peace, His joy, and His matchless, unbroken companionship]! 19 O people who dwell in Zion at Jerusalem, you will weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. 20 And though the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide Himself any more, but your eyes will constantly behold your Teacher. 21 And your ears will hear a word behind you, saying, This is the way; walk in it, when you turn to the right hand and when you turn to the left.

2 Samuel 22: New King James Version (NKJV): 31 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

Psalm 25: 4 Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day.

There is a highway of the Lord, and those who follow this highway are those who truly walk in the Presence of the Lord.  Those who walk in His Presence shall indeed walk in His truth, wisdom, and life. 

On this highway of the redeemed, our lives will be moulded and shaped in His glory, and our character will be shaped and formed. 

For only the righteous can walk this road, for only those who truly seek to follow the Lord shall tread upon this path, for they shall know the Deliverer of Israel and the Deliverer of mankind who delivers us from sin and bondage and darkness. 

It says in Jeremiah 6 from verse 10: To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot give heed. Behold, the word of the LORD is a reproach to them; they have no delight in it. 16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it. 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 

NIV:  16 This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.  But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 

Compare this to Jeremiah 31, which says: "6For there shall be a day when the watchmen on the hills of Ephraim shall cry out, Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God."   

The Lord says we have abandoned the old paths where the good way is. We have forgotten the ancient ways. We have forgotten our path. This is the path of the Lord. This is the only path that we should be walking and no other path.  There is no other path. This is the path of righteousness, wisdom and of truth.

Jesus is the path. There is no other path. There is no other way. Want success? Follow the path. Want to be blessed? Follow the path. Want favour? Follow the path. But the path is one of sacrifice, dedication, loyalty, determination, and dying to the Self. It is not easy to follow this path. It is not easy to follow Jesus. For there will be persecution. There will be tough times. There will be many highs and lows. But we need to stay true to the path, thus staying true to the ways of the Lord Almighty.

John 10:  The Good Shepherd and His Sheep:  1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

There is only one way – through Jesus. No other god, idol or system will do. There is only one way into life, and no other way will suffice to deliver and heal us. There is only one way unto life and hope, and that is through the Blood of the Lord. Any other way leads to the devouring ways of Satan – he who comes to steal, destroy and kill.

And so the Lord says it is time again to ask and search and seek for the ancient path of the Lord. This means it is time to go back and find His Way, His Truth and His Wisdom above all. 

The First Century believers were followers of what they called "the Way" (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23). The Way is Jesus – not an idea about Jesus or involving Jesus, but Jesus Himself.

I saw how there is but one highway, which is the highway of the Redeemed and the Lord. There is after all only one Lord, one Spirit, one Truth, one Faith and one Hope. Yet I saw so many byways running away from the Highway. And so the Lord reminds me that mankind has constantly built other byways of ‘truths’ and ‘ways’ and have travelled down these roads of spiritual apostasy and deception.

Many believers and churches have also built their byways because they have not followed the Lord and adhered to His ancient of Truths and Ways. They have instead followed religion, their philosophy, their traditions and their truths.

And so it is still said today that many are preaching the Gospel, but is it the Gospel of Jesus, and what Jesus are we preaching these days? 

These many byways lead away from the Highway where the Lord dwells. Only when we follow the Lord and are obedient unto Him, and when we are submissive unto His will, can we walk on this road and find our way. 

Yet, stubbornness, idolatry, self-centeredness, self-love, and many other factors have caused us to leave the Highway and follow down a different path. 

It says for example in “1 Timothy 6: 9But those who crave to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and into many foolish (useless, godless) and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction and miserable perishing. 10For the love of money is a root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have been led astray and have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves through with many acute [mental] pangs. 11But as for you, O man of God, flee from all these things; aim at and pursue righteousness (right standing with God and true goodness), godliness (which is the loving fear of God and being Christlike), faith, love, steadfastness (patience), and gentleness of heart.”

Proverbs 21: 3To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 8The way of the guilty is exceedingly crooked, but as for the pure, his work is right and his conduct is straight. 21He who earnestly seeks after and craves righteousness, mercy, and loving-kindness will find life in addition to righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God) and honor.

So many think they are on the right path, but they are on a byway because they are following a religion or a denomination. Simply put, when you follow man and his ideals and his version of the truth and an interpretation which is the shadow of the reality of God, we then often leave the Highway and walk down different paths. 

Jeremiah 18: 15 Because My people have forgotten Me, they have burned incense to worthless idols. and they have caused themselves to stumble in their ways, from the ancient paths, to walk in pathways and not on a highway, 16 To make their land desolate and a perpetual hissing; Everyone who passes by it will be astonished and shake his head.

How we have left the Highway of the Lord! And then we wonder why the Presence of the Lord is lacking amid His people. Then we wonder why there is a lack of truth, a lack of wisdom, and a lack of character in the Churches. It is because we only walk in His ways when we truly follow Him, and not an idea or a programme involving Him.

For the Spirit of the Lord was sent so that we may be taught and empowered to walk in all Truth, but we hardly know the Holy Spirit anymore or we hardly submit to the Holy Spirit. For so many in the churches are hardly reborn in the Spirit. How then can we hope for a glorified Church that walks in character and wisdom and truth and righteousness when the Spirit of the Lord has been manipulated to only give and make us feel joyous? 

The Spirit of the Lord is the definer of our moral fortitude, He is the teacher of Truth, He is the might and power and strength of our ways, He is the One who grounds us in love and He is the Breath that guides us in all knowledge to the glory of the Lord.

Matthew 4: 18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

To be a disciple means we ‘follow’. We are not called to ‘follow’ any man or idea or thought of the Gospel or Truth if it in any way contradicts the teachings of the Lord as taught and upheld by the Holy Spirit. We uphold this habit of teaching Pauline theology, meaning the teachings of Paul, but at the expense of teaching what Jesus taught as the foundation of all. Paul’s teaching upholds the teachings of Jesus but doesn’t supplant it.

And this is what has been happening over the last 2000 years. Mankind, especially in the Church, has come up with “new” ideas and thoughts and ideologies and gospels, but with the Lord nothing is new, but everything has already been established and settled in heaven. There is no other truth or any other magical mystery to be uncovered. 

The revelations of the Lord and the discernment of the Spirit of the Lord is to understand what has already been and what has always been from the ancient days until all eternity.

Yet we create byways of “new” thoughts and teachings, thinking we are clever and rich in our knowledge. We are creating a different truth, a different Gospel and we are leading people away from the true Highway of the Lord.

Isaiah 55:8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 

Indeed, mankind has in its wisdom and folly pursued the path of becoming a self-god and has followed its thoughts and path to walk. We see this very often in the churches, where our interpretations of the truth have been preached and taught high and low, but in the end, it only leads people astray and away from the Lord. We should always heed the warning of Jesus in "Revelation 22:  18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll."

We can never add anything or take away anything regarding the Truth, for the Lord is the Truth. There is no room for interpretation, and if we do, we do so at our folly and danger.

So the Lord speaks in Jeremiah 6 that it is time again we must seek the True Path and Way. 

If we do not walk in and on His path, then we should take note of the following: “1 Samuel 15: Amplified Bible (AMP): 23For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim (household good luck images). Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.”

For those who stay not on the path of God, they walk in rebellion, and rebellion is the sin of witchcraft. Woe indeed to those who stay not on the path of God.

As we see throughout all the Scriptures, God says we must come to Him to be guided and to be led in all things.

Revelation 3: 17For you say, I am rich; I have prospered and grown wealthy, and I am in need of nothing; and you do not realize and understand that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18Therefore I counsel you to purchase from Me gold refined and tested by fire, that you may be [truly] wealthy, and white clothes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nudity from being seen, and salve to put on your eyes, that you may see. 19Those whom I [dearly and tenderly] love, I tell their faults and convict and convince and reprove and chasten [I discipline and instruct them]. So be enthusiastic and in earnest and burning with zeal and repent [changing your mind and attitude].

Isaiah 55: 1WAIT and listen, everyone who is thirsty! Come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy [priceless, spiritual] wine and milk without money and without price [simply for the self-surrender that accepts the blessing].   2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your earnings for what does not satisfy? Hearken diligently to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness [the profuseness of spiritual joy]. 3Incline your ear [submit and consent to the divine will] and come to Me; hear, and your soul will revive; and I will make an everlasting covenant or league with you, even the sure mercy (kindness, goodwill, and compassion) promised to David.

We find throughout the Old Testament where the Lord admonishes Israel for not following Him and His ways. For the people of Israel, it had become a habit to fall into rebellion, serving the gods of Assyria and Baal. God would however often punish the people by causing drought and famine because agriculture was and is still today the backbone of living in Israel.

Jeremiah 7: 20Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold, My anger and My wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and beast, on the trees of the field and the fruit of the ground; it will burn and not be quenched.  21Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat the flesh [if you will. It will avail you nothing].22For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices.  23But this thing I did command them: Listen to and obey My voice, and I will be your God and you will be My people; and walk in the whole way that I command you, that it may be well with you. 24But they would not listen to and obey Me or bend their ear [to Me], but followed the counsels and the stubborn promptings of their own evil hearts and minds, and they turned their backs and went in reverse instead of forward.  25Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent to you all My servants the prophets, sending them daily, early and late. 26Yet the people would not listen to and obey Me or bend their ears [to Me], but stiffened their necks and behaved worse than their fathers.  27Speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to and obey you; also call to them, but they will not answer you.  28Yet you shall say to them, This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God or receive instruction and correction and warning; truth and faithfulness have perished and have completely vanished from their mouths.

It says in Galatians that God cannot be mocked and that we reap what we sow. We cannot fool God by following our ways and following our path. The Lord knows our ways, where we wander, our motivations and our intent. Jeremiah 17: 9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.12 A glorious high throne from the beginning Is the place of our sanctuary.13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who depart from Me Shall be written in the earth, Because they have forsaken the LORD, The fountain of living waters.” 

Psalm 139: 1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. 3 You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my ways.

It says in "Deuteronomy 10:12: [The Essence of the Law] “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul."

And for us to walk in His ways means repentance, turning back from our ways and returning to God’s ways. 

Jeremiah 18:11: Amplified Bible (AMP): Now therefore say to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Thus says the Lord: Behold, I am shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Return now each one from his evil way; reform your [accustomed] ways and make your [individual] actions good and right.

And what are such evil ways? We make a big mistake if we think sin is no longer relevant. God still has His right and wrong ways. God is still a Lord of Holiness, Truth, Righteousness and Justice. We cannot toy with God or with sin. 

Proverbs 30: 7 “Two things I ask of you, LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

The Lord wishes to bless us and prosper us, but only if we rely on Him, seek Him, trust Him, follow Him and give ourselves as a living sacrifice.

Deuteronomy 28:9 The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways.

Deuteronomy 5:33: You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.

The Book of Deuteronomy, during which Moses looks back over the people’s sojourning through the wilderness, places great emphasis on obedience, fearing the Lord and submission. 

Deuteronomy 8:2 and verse 6: And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him.

The people of Israel could after all only enter the Promised Land if they followed God’s way. Of course, rebellion and stubbornness caused them to wander the wilderness for forty years. The same principle applies today. If we don’t follow God’s way, meaning His Truth and Order, we will wander life – even as believers – never entering God’s greater rest and purpose for our life. 

We need to seek God, ask for the ancient path and follow in it. There is a difference between a believer and a follower. It is time not to just believe, but to follow, to do, to obey and to submit. Colossians 26-:7: As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  Rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.
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IT IS TIME AGAIN FOR us to worship the Ancient One – the true and only one, He who is the father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He, the Great I Am, who is the Covenant Maker and He who is the truth, the life and the way of all things.

It is time again to return to the ancient truths and the ancient paths. It is time to open our eyes, open our ears and let our spirit soar high above the ancient grounds to discover that which has been lost and that which has been blinded from us. Return to the ancient ways is the cry of the Lord. 

Shall we realise that returning to the Ancient of Ways implies returning unto the very ancient purpose of mankind – to worship God and for us to stand in a relationship with Him as sons and daughters? As sons and daughters, we are therefore becoming like Jesus Himself.

Shall we consider that beyond all the cluttering of modern-day religion, dogma and doctrine, beyond all the teachings that cloud the issue, the ancient of purposes and the ancient of truths is that we have been created to glorify and worship Him as His children? 

Above anything else, above any work, deed or word, the ancient of purposes is for us to be united with divinity, our spirit reawakened to be united with Him, the Great I Am. The Ancient of Paths is that road that takes us back to realizing the greatest priority and the greatest desire of the Father is for us to be united in Him, worshipping in Spirit and Truth. Beyond all the teachings on purposes and gifts, our greatest and most ancient purpose is to be one with God (John 17). It is to be sons and daughters. 

Where did we begin to lose this ancient truth? When the Lord says it is time to return to the Ancient of Ways, then it is time to get back to God, become His child, worship Him as Father and seek His face and presence above anything else! Where have we lost this truth and purpose? We run around doing so many things for church and man and country, yet we neglect the most ancient of purposes and the very purpose of being created: AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD ABOVE ANYTHING ELSE (Deuteronomy 6). 

What is our true purpose on earth? For Jews and Gentiles, it is to be united with God in a pure relationship, calling Him Abba as His redeemed sons and daughters. The rest is an outflow – but from that very nucleus flows all. Are we hearing what the Lord is saying? Get back to Him! Get back to His feet! Worship Him! Even if we have to spend years just worshipping Him to get this relationship right, then that is what we have to do! How can we tell the world about God, yet we do not know Him? 

To know Him is to know His presence, and to know His presence is to dwell permanently, habitually and reverently in His presence. It is that simple. Yes, we have a role to play in His Kingdom and yes, we have been given gifts to fulfil that role – but never can we lose sight that our greatest and most ancient of purposes is to dwell with Him in spirit and truth.

Now, what is the true ancient way to the Father – JESUS! Jesus is the Way, Truth and Light. He is the very wonder and the very truth of it all. The first Christians called their faith “The Way”. The path they walked was the ancient path of Jesus for it led them to God the Father! 

Where is the most ancient of places in the Bible? The Garden of Eden. Do we in the most ancient of places find the most ancient of ways and the most ancient of purposes? Yes. In the Garden, the Lord demonstrated His most ancient of purposes – mankind united with divinity. God walked and talked and laughed with man. He gave man dominion overall – there was a divine union forged by a covenant. What else was in the Garden? How about the Tree of Life? The most ancient of trees – this is representative of Jesus, who is the ancient way to the Father.

The will of the Lord, which is always to give Him all the glory, is so precisely illustrated in the Garden of Eden. The Lord wished for Adam and Eve, and for us, to eat only from the Tree of Life, which is Jesus. 

In Revelation, the New Jerusalem is the complete restoration and fulfilment of God’s Paradise on earth, after the processes of redemption have been completed. In New Jerusalem, there is also the Tree of Life, which feeds us all. 

The Tree of Life feeds us and it is this same tree in the Book of Revelation that will feed all nations one day. This Tree bears the holy fruit, nourishing us to draw closer to the Father and to abide in Him. 

By eating from the Tree, we partake in the New Covenant by becoming part of the Tree, thus becoming part of the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. The Tree is the Way, Truth and Life. It is guarded by the Spirit and by the Word. For those who seek the Lord, they will find the Tree of Life, thus abiding in Spirit and Truth and abiding in the Father. For in that state is the Sabbath rest, as we submit and surrender to His will.

The Tree of Life is the blessing and our sustenance. Let us remember that as we are called to lead the people back to the Son, we are ultimately leading them back to the Father.

The strategy of the devil is for man to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. It is the way of darkness, sin and bondage. It is the way of meaningless knowledge beyond the Lord. It is the way of the flesh and of a curse. It is the way of pride, for Adam and Eve ate under the impression they would become more knowledgeable like God, not realizing they already had the mind of the Lord. Satan, therefore, desires man to eat from this tree, shunning the Tree of Life, thus we abandon the most ancient of ways to the Father. Satan urges man to seek knowledge beyond the realms of the Spirit and therefore answers in a false reality and a false idea of reality. As men eat from this tree, their spiritual roots will wither and die; therefore man is stripped of spiritual life. 

Since the beginning of mankind, the spiritual struggle has either been for man to eat from the Tree of Life and live or for man to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and die spiritually. For those who seek the Tree of Life, they find their answers and meaning in the Lord. For those who seek it beyond the true Lord, their answers are born solely in the realm of the soul and flesh, void of the spirit. For those eating from the Tree of Knowledge, they will forever search for true meaning for they shun the Tree of Life and therefore Spirit and Truth that abides in the spiritual realm. 

One can only be engaged with the spiritual realm when divinity restores such a spiritual connection. To enter the spiritual realm, there has to be a true acceptance of such an existence and therefore of such divinity. This is salvation through the acceptance of Jesus – the Ancient of Ways - or damnation through obedience to Satan. No other true form of divine religion exists.  

When the Lord, therefore, calls His children back to the Ancient of Ways, He is calling us to again return to the Tree of Life, which gives us life. In Jesus, we find our answers and truth. The Tree of Knowledge leads us away from the ancient paths. It has forever been God’s way or Satan's way. There is no other option.

Shall we ponder for a moment and let it sink into the essence of our being that to return to the ancient truths and the ancient paths we need to return to the ancient days of Israel and when God first revealed Himself, the unchanging one, to the people of this earth?

If Jesus has forever been part of the Grand Design by which man returns unto the Father to fulfil the greatest of purposes, it stands to reason that the ancient of paths and ways of Jesus and the Father are imbedded in the history of Israel. God has and will never change. The entire history of Israel reflects His character and nature and His grandest of purposes, which is the redemption of mankind through the Blood of His Son. 

To the Jew first and then to the Gentile did He reveal Himself, did he show His glory, present His truths and open the doorways to true spiritual growth? Shall we then heed the call of the Lord and return to the ancient of ways, where His presence burns like a furnace during the night and day? Shall we heed his call and again walk these roads to discover how we are but ancient ruins when we are walking without His presence?

We need to understand and grasp that the Old Testament has not passed away. It is not a mere account of ancient stories and boring laws. In the pages of the Old Testament, we discover and we have in black and white the great ancient truths of who God is, His truths and what children He desires to worship and love Him. To understand how the Lord is working these days, we need to understand who He was and still is, just like the need to understand history for us to progress into the future.

To deliver a commentary or teaching on the entire significance of the Old Testament (OT) is not the purpose of this article, but rather to point out certain significant prophetic markers so that we can find the ancient roads. It points towards Jesus and therefore ultimately towards the Father!

One has to understand that the Old Testament is rich with deep spiritual truths that are everlasting, for it reveals a God who has and always will be the same and operates as divinity in this world and beyond this world. It is for this reason that much of what happened in the Old Testament served as blueprints of the real thing: Jesus in the embodiment of man was the real deal in terms of God and our relationship with divinity. 

As Jesus was the real thing and His ministry and everything He did was the real model, it stands to reason that everything that happened in the OT was a blueprint pointing towards Jesus, for Jesus points towards the Father and the Father is the Ancient One. The blueprint of the ancient ways and the ancient truths is found in the OT and revealed in the true real model found in Jesus. 

For this reason, all the ceremonial rituals, the moral laws, the feasts and all the things pertaining to the spiritual aspects of the people of Israel, such as the Tabernacle, were not merely a distinct and separate set of rules only given to Abraham’s children. Within these rituals and laws and ceremonies, are the ancient truths for they served as a blueprint of Jesus’ teachings, His truths, His ways – all to the glorification of the Father alone. 

The amazing thing is that the Father first took the ancient truths that are within Him, translated them into a truth that man can understand and for a time relate to, and then these truths as a blueprint bore fruit when Jesus came to reveal the great spiritual dimensions of these paths. To therefore ignore the OT, dismissing the laws of Leviticus or the ancient offerings or ceremonies, or even regard them as something of the past, is of grave concern as we will miss the ancient paths leading to the Ancient One. 

Within this structure and tales of the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant rest the great spiritual truths that will define the end times.

Against the backdrop of the ceremonial laws and moral guidelines are the numerous analogies and parables that point towards God’s rich plan and purpose. Think only of Isaac when he nearly sacrificed his son (Jesus dying as a sacrificial lamb); Abraham’s covenant pointing towards a covenant for all people; the life of Joshua is almost similar to that of Jesus in its entirety; Israel being released from the slavery of Pharaoh to find the Promised Land under the guidance of a chosen leader (children of God freed from slavery from the hands of sin under the guidance of Jesus the chosen one); the entire history of Israel and Judah (also an analogy of Protestant and Catholic) reflecting the truths and consequences of sin, iniquity, turning from the Lord, redemption, restoration and reestablishment; the struggle between good and evil, between dark and light; struggles between those who truly follow the Lord and those following man; and the ancient paths and the power behind faith, obedience, trust, hope and love.

The analogies and the lessons of God and His truths are multi-fold in the OT. The entire prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah are a stark reminder of what happens when we fail to follow God with all our strength and might. Daniel is a sobering reminder of the wiles of the evil one, supported by the prophecies of the many lesser-known prophets. It has been shown over and over how many of the prophecies of the OT pointed towards and have been fulfilled by Jesus.

Probably the clearest marker of the OT is to remind us of the continuous struggle between truth and deception and how easily we can stray from the Lord. This is reflected in Israel worshipping other gods, adopting other rituals and chasing after their own kingdoms. Spiritual adultery and idolatry loom just as large as in those days, except now we follow hard after money, greed, fame, status and personal gratifications. 

Whatever the multi-fold lessons and beacons of truth in the OT, the one key message which is always clear and true is this: Remain true and loyal to the only and true First Love, who is God. Obey, submit, follow, love and behold Him alone above all things. This message never changed in the days of Jesus. He pointed towards the Father and His sacrifice was so that we can have that deep and loving relationship with the Ancient One as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Moses and David had. 

Think about this – the Lord gave Moses 613 Laws. These laws were designed to separate the people in holiness unto the Lord! Think about it – 613 Laws. They weren’t given because God was being petty or to burden people. Every law kept the people pure and holy, consecrated unto Him. That is the heart of the Father – to have a pure and holy Bride consecrated unto Him. 

Yet the Lord has never changed - the way He feels about ungodliness, impurity and unrighteousness has never changed. In Jesus we find the ancient laws fulfilled so as we follow Him, then we must walk the ancient paths of holiness and purity to become children consecrated unto Him, the Great I AM.

For every sin transgressed, there was a sin, burned or guilt offering to atone for it – and these sacrifices involved the death of an animal! Ever thought about what it would be like to offer up an animal every time we sin? Yet, Jesus, the Ancient of Ways, died once and for all so that His Blood becomes the atonement for our sins – shall we then take His sacrifice lightly?

There were numerous feasts in the days of Israel. Even this event points towards Jesus. The Feast of Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits, celebrated over seven days, is still representative of Easter Weekend. We still celebrate the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus over this period

Jesus, being the Ancient of Days, is also the Passover Lamb, for by His Blood sins are passed over. His Blood was on the doorways of Israel when the Lord smote Egypt during the 10th plague. Jesus is the Firstfruits for He is the firstborn unto the Father and all things are given first to Him. Fifty days later, the Feast of Weeks is celebrated (time of joy). It was held 50 days after the Passover. 50 days after the ascension of the Lord, the Holy Spirit was poured out! The Feast of Weeks is Pentecost. 

Then we get to the Tabernacle of the Lord, which so vividly explains our spiritual walk with God. Remember, there are three distinct areas of the Tabernacle – the outer court, the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. 

Our spiritual outer court experience is to come to the Lord, accept Him as our saviour, be washed in His Blood, be washed by the Word and become cleansed.

Our spiritual Holy Place experience is our true walk in the Spirit as we surrender more unto, seeking to become more like our Lord in spirit, soul and body.

The death of Jesus tore that curtain between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, allowing us entry into the Father’s presence. So often in our spiritual walk, we fluctuate between the outer court and the Holy Place, walking in the Spirit and the gifts and redemption. Yet we fail to press on to the third chamber, which is where the Lord’s presence truly dwells. 

Returning to the Ancient of Ways implies walking through that torn veil and moving in His presence. So often we would rather be content to walk in His gifts and Spirit, yet in the Holy of Holies, the Lord Himself as the Father wishes to impart Himself in us and become part of us. Walking in the Spirit and operating in the gift is but only a step to the most ancient of places – the Holy of Holies, where we are called to dwell as His sons and daughters.

Let us think about the spiritual meaning of the seven vessels of the Tabernacle.

* The Altar of Burnt Offering -the sacrifice of our Lord on the cross of Calvary; our receiving the blood atonement.

* The Laver - repentance and water baptism; also, our daily washing as we read the word of God and do what it says.

* The Table of Showbread - the born-again experience; partaking of the body and blood of Christ; the Substance of Christ in the anointed preaching of the Word of God.

* The Lampstand - baptism with the Holy Spirit; the gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit; the Spirit-filled life.

* The Altar of Incense - the place of death to self as we pour out our soul in consecration to God; worship, praise, adoration, supplication, intercession, in the Spirit of God.

* The Ark of the Covenant and the covering Lid of Atonement (Mercy Seat) - the Presence of the God of Israel; war against Satan. The tables of stone, the Ten Commandments, which were placed inside the Ark, were God's covenant of righteousness with man and the Divine judgment on Satan.   

Even here the Tabernacle wraps up the entire redemption plan of the Lord as well as showing us the path of victory to live in Him as conquerors! 

It is time to go back to the Ancient of Ways and live so in His presence so that we can live victoriously as Christ, not just in the afterlife, but in this life already!

The Lord is intending to restore all things and the restoration begins in the sons and daughters, for them and this creation, unto His glory. The restoration is not for when we die or when the new heaven or earth arrive.

It is for now – we are called to be the sons and daughters who have been bought by the Blood and renewed by the Spirit. We are called to walk the Ancient Ways in His power and authority to be good stewards of this earth, bringing light where there is darkness and establishing His Kingdom in the heart of man. 

Yes, the victory has been won by the Lord Jesus, yet the challenge remains for us to bring people into that condition of victory. Under and in the covenant, there is victory, and so the war and the struggle in the spiritual realm continue to bring the lost into His care. 

May we seek Him, yearn for Him and follow His path. May we hold onto His hand and draw strength in His might to overcome.  Is overcoming easy on this path? It requires obedience, submission, persistence, perseverance and dedication to keep walking in and keep talking to His glory. 

Oh Lord, may the ancient fires burn to light the path to the Ancient of Days. May your fires guide our feet and our ways so that we may stand victorious.
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Spiritual fathers to mark the way
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1 CORINTHIANS 4: 15 After all, though you should have ten thousand teachers (guides to direct you) in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the glad tidings (the Gospel).  16So I urge and implore you, be imitators of me.

1 Thessalonians 1: 4 [O] brethren beloved by God, we recognize and know that He has selected (chosen) you;  5For our [preaching of the] glad tidings (the Gospel) came to you not only in word, but also in [its own inherent] power and in the Holy Spirit and with great conviction and absolute certainty [on our part]. You know what kind of men we proved [ourselves] to be among you for your good.  6And you [set yourselves to] become imitators of us and [through us] of the Lord Himself, for you welcomed our message in [spite of] much persecution, with joy [inspired] by the Holy Spirit; 7So that you [thus] became a pattern to all the believers (those who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Christ Jesus) in Macedonia and Achaia (most of Greece).

Paul highlighted a very real problem that is still at the heart of the church today – fathership.

True fathership equates to real discipleship. It is one thing to have teachers in one’s life, therefore taught and trained, but it is another thing to be properly spiritually fathered. This also speaks of proper mentorship. 

If a child grows up, he will have teachers throughout his early life, but he has one true father. The teachers teach and equip, but a father shows the way and lays the true foundation of wisdom and understanding, which is needed to apply the knowledge gained from the teachers.

And Paul summed it up so well. Even in his days, there were so many teachers, but so few true fathers.

True discipleship is about fathering, not merely teaching.

So in the church today we have many teachers of the word, but few fathers who can guide people back to the ancient of ways, laying the foundations, showing the way that one must travel on the highway of the Lord. Proper and real discipleship is like a son being fathered – being taught character, values and morals. 

And this is done by imitating the values and core morals of the father. We have to remember, that Paul made a bold statement by saying that people must imitate him, as his children. But he did it with boldness because he was walking on the highway of the Lord, allowing the Lord our Father to be His true heavenly father. 

A true father is nothing more than one who understands what real discipleship is all about. It is more than about teaching or equipping, it is about setting an example, being the embodiment of the guidepost, being the moral standard and the spiritual compass. Paul was such a man because he walked close to God and allowed God to be His moral and spiritual guidepost and compass.

How we need proper discipleship in the church! But it needs to be done through proper fathership [mentorship], not merely by men who are teachers and preachers. We need those personal signposts to nurture the fledgling Christians and show them the ancient ways.

Paul was such a spiritual father, and so was Moses. They were the epitome of followers of the Lord, and because of that, they urged others to imitate them, for they would be in the will of the Lord.

In the Old Testament, we find the story of two fathers – Eli and Samuel. Eli, the priest, would become the epitome of a spiritual father who failed because his sons did not follow in the ways of the Lord. Samuel’s sons strangely did not follow in the ways of the Lord, but he was regarded as a spiritual father of the nations.

Of Samuel, we read in “1 Samuel 1: 26Hannah said, Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by you here praying to the Lord. 27For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted my petition made to Him. 28 Therefore I have given him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is given to the Lord. And they worshiped the Lord there.”

Samuel was dedicated early on in his life to the Lord. It says in "1 Samuel 2:  12The sons of Eli were base and worthless; they did not know or regard the Lord. 13And the custom of the priests with the people was this: when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant came while the flesh was boiling with a fleshhook of three prongs in his hand;    14And he thrust it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot; all that the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh with all the Israelites who came there. 15Also, before they burned the fat, the priest's servant came and said to the man who sacrificed, Give the priest meat to roast, for he will not accept boiled meat from you, but raw. 16And if the man said to him, Let them burn the fat first, and then you may take as much as you want, the priest's servant would say, No! Give it to me now or I will take it by force. 17So the sin of the [two] young men was very great before the Lord, for they despised the offering of the Lord. 18But Samuel ministered before the Lord, a child girded with a linen ephod. 26Now the boy Samuel grew and was in favor both with the Lord and with men."

We see here how Eli’s sons disobeyed the father, and so they disobeyed their heavenly father. Samuel was raised by Eli, followed in the way of the Lord and prospered. But because Eli failed to act as a proper spiritual father to his children, we read the following in "1 Samuel 2: 27A man of God came to Eli and said to him, thus has the Lord said: I plainly revealed Myself to the house of your father [forefather Aaron] when they were in Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh's house. 28Moreover, I selected him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer on My altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before Me. And I gave [from then on] to the house of your father [forefather] all the offerings of the Israelites made by fire. 29Why then do you kick [trample upon, treat with contempt] My sacrifice and My offering which I commanded, and honor your sons above Me by fattening yourselves upon the choicest part of every offering of My people Israel? 30Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, says, I did promise that your house and that of your father [forefather Aaron] should go in and out before Me forever. But now the Lord says, Be it far from Me. For those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 31Behold, the time is coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your own father's house, that there shall not be an old man in your house. 32And you shall behold the distress of My house, even in all the prosperity which God will give Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33Yet I will not cut off from My altar every man of yours; some shall survive to weep and mourn [over the family's ruin], but all the increase of your house shall die in their best years. 34And what befalls your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be a sign to you—in one day they both shall die. [Fulfilled in I Sam. 4:17, 18.] 35And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest (Priest), who shall do according to what is in My heart and mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before My anointed (Anointed) forever 36Everyone who is left in your house shall come crouching to him for a piece of silver and a bit of bread and say, Put me, I pray you, into a priest's office so I may have a piece of bread."

Sadly, Eli managed to be a father to Samuel but failed as a spiritual father to his children. 

And this is where we are today – we need spiritual fathers who can stay true to the Lord and stay true to the ways of the Lord, and so guide others along this path.
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