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“To invent, you need a good imagination and a pile of junk.” – Thomas A. Edison
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Chapter 1: Home Decor Ideas
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Transform living spaces with these repurposed pieces that are great for selling as unique accents or as a heartfelt gift.

Start freshening up your home with items you already have on hand. This chapter shares down-to-earth projects using leftovers like jars, fabrics, and boxes to make things that brighten rooms, from lanterns and coasters to wall art and storage. 

These are simple to pull together without much cost, helping you add personal touches while turning extras into pieces that catch eyes at sales or make thoughtful presents for friends in everyday settings.

Mason Jar Lanterns

Materials: Empty mason jars (or any recycled glass jars), string or wire (about 1 yard per jar, like old hanger wire), tea lights (battery-operated for safety), pliers, pebbles or sand (optional for stability), craft paint or markers (optional for decoration).

Instructions:


	Thoroughly clean the jars with soap and warm water to remove labels, residue, or odors; soak stubborn labels in hot water with baking soda for 10-15 minutes, then scrub and dry completely.

	For hanging, cut a yard-long piece of wire, bend one end into a small loop using pliers, wrap it tightly around the jar's neck below the threads two to three times, arch the wire over the top to form a handle, secure with another loop on the opposite side, twist ends tightly, and trim excess; alternatively, use string tied securely.

	Optionally, paint designs on the exterior for a frosted effect or wrap with extra string for rusticity, letting dry for 1-2 hours.

	Fill the bottom with 1-2 inches of pebbles or sand for stability, then insert an LED tea light.

	Test stability by hanging or placing on surfaces; never use real flames unattended.



Selling Ideas: List on Etsy as eco-friendly decor sets for $10-20, sell via Facebook Marketplace for local pickup, try lesser-known sites like Bonanza or ArtFire for niche craft buyers, or display at community craft shows and farmers' markets for direct sales.

Teacup Candles

Materials: Old teacups (vintage or chipped from thrift stores), wax scraps (soy or beeswax flakes from old candles), candle wicks (pre-waxed with metal tabs), double boiler or microwave-safe bowl, essential oils (optional for scent), pencil or chopstick (for wick support), hot glue or tape.

Instructions:


	Clean the teacup with soap and water, drying well; secure the wick by gluing the metal tab to the center bottom.

	Wrap the wick's top around a pencil laid across the rim to keep it straight, securing with tape if needed.

	Measure wax to fill the teacup (1-2 cups flakes), melt in a double boiler over simmering water or microwave in 30-second bursts to 185°F, stirring in 10-20 drops of essential oils if desired.

	Pour wax slowly into the teacup, filling to 1/4 inch below the rim to avoid overflow.

	Cool undisturbed for 4-6 hours, trim wick to 1/4 inch, and cure for 24-48 hours before testing; use heat-resistant cups only.



Selling Ideas: Offer on Etsy with custom scents for $8-15 each, post on Facebook groups for handmade gifts, explore sites like Folksy or Handmade at Amazon for artisan exposure, or vend at local craft shows and holiday bazaars.

Bottle Cork Coasters

Materials: Wine corks (7-8 per coaster, collected or bulk), hot glue gun and sticks, felt sheet (from old fabric for backing), sharp knife or sandpaper (optional for leveling), ribbon or cork tile base (optional for structure).

Instructions:


	Rinse corks in warm water and dry; soften by boiling for 5-10 minutes if needed, then slice ends flat with a knife while wearing gloves.

	Arrange 7-8 corks in a circle, square, or hexagon, alternating directions for texture.

	Apply hot glue along touching sides, pressing for 10-20 seconds per join, working in sections.

	Cut felt to match the shape (about 4 inches diameter) and glue to the bottom for non-slip.

	Cool for 30 minutes, sand edges if rough; use on protected surfaces to avoid burns.



Selling Ideas: Sell sets on Etsy as wine-themed gifts for $12-18, advertise on Facebook Marketplace for quick local sales, check out platforms like Ruby Lane or iCraftGifts for vintage-style buyers, or set up a booth at wine festivals and craft shows.

Wool Coasters

Materials: Old wool jumpers (100% wool preferred), scissors, washing machine and dryer (for felting), sewing needle and thread (or hot glue), felt or cork backing (optional), fabric scraps (for designs).

Instructions:


	Felt the jumper by washing in hot water with detergent on high agitation, then drying on high heat; repeat for density, expecting 20-30% shrinkage.

	Cut 4-inch diameter circles or squares from thick sections, preparing 2-3 layers per coaster.

	Stack layers and sew edges with blanket stitch or glue for assembly, adding embroidery if desired.

	Glue felt or cork to the bottom for protection.

	Trim threads and test for heat resistance; handle scissors carefully.



Selling Ideas: Market on Etsy as sustainable sets for $10-15, share in Facebook eco-craft groups, try sites like DaWanda or MadeIt for handmade enthusiasts, or exhibit at artisan craft shows and sustainability fairs.

Upcycled Broken Dishes Bird Bath

Materials: Chipped or broken plates, bowls, or glassware (various sizes for stacking, sourced from thrift stores or your own discards), strong adhesive like E6000 glue or clear silicone caulk, a sturdy stand such as an old lamp base, planter pedestal, or thrift store vase for the base, optional mosaic grout or sand for stability, hammer and safety goggles if breaking pieces further, and decorative elements like glass beads or tiles.

Instructions:


	Gather your chipped or broken dishware and plan the layout by stacking items from largest at the bottom to smallest at the top, ensuring stability and an appealing tiered design; if needed, carefully break larger pieces into shards using a hammer while wearing safety goggles and wrapping in a towel to contain fragments.

	Prepare the base by securing the stand (e.g., an old lamp base or vase) on a flat surface; apply a generous amount of strong glue like E6000 to the bottom of the largest plate or bowl and press it firmly onto the stand, allowing it to dry for at least 24 hours.

	Stack subsequent layers by gluing each piece to the one below, centering them for balance and using clamps or weights to hold in place while drying; for a mosaic effect, arrange broken shards around edges or fill gaps with grout mixed according to package instructions, smoothing with a damp sponge and letting cure.

	Once fully assembled and dried (48-72 hours total), fill the top dish with water to test for leaks and stability; add sand or pebbles to the bottom layer if needed for extra weight.

	Place outdoors in a shaded spot, optionally sealing with waterproof spray for longevity; clean periodically to maintain appeal for birds.



Selling Ideas: List on Etsy as unique garden decor for $20-50, post on Facebook Marketplace for local bird enthusiasts, try lesser-known sites like Bonanza or ArtFire for eco-art buyers, or display at community craft shows and garden fairs for hands-on sales.

Cable Drum Table

Materials: Wooden cable drum (sourced from construction sites, recycling centers, or online classifieds), sandpaper (coarse and fine grit), paint or wood stain in your chosen color, optional hairpin legs or casters for elevation (4 pieces, from hardware stores), wood filler for imperfections, varnish or sealant for protection, screwdriver or drill for attachments, and safety gear like gloves and mask.

Instructions:


	Inspect the cable drum for damage and clean it thoroughly with soap and water to remove dirt or residue, then let it dry completely; fill any holes or cracks with wood filler, smoothing it out and allowing it to harden as per instructions.

	Sand the entire surface starting with coarse-grit sandpaper to remove rough spots and old finish, then switch to fine-grit for a smooth texture; wipe away dust with a damp cloth.

	Apply paint or stain evenly using a brush or rag, working in thin layers and allowing each to dry (1-2 hours between coats) for 2-3 applications; for a rustic look, distress edges with sandpaper after drying.

	If adding legs, flip the drum upside down, mark positions evenly around the base (about 4-6 inches from the edge), and attach hairpin legs or casters with screws using a drill or screwdriver for stability.

	Finish by applying a coat of varnish or sealant to protect against wear, letting it cure for 24 hours; test stability before use and optionally add a glass top for a modern twist.



Selling Ideas: Offer on Etsy as industrial-style furniture for $50-100, advertise via Facebook groups for upcycled home goods, explore sites like Ruby Lane or iCraftGifts for vintage furniture fans, or vend at local craft shows and flea markets.

Magazine Garland

Materials: Old magazines (colorful pages preferred, about 10-20 for a 6-foot garland), string or twine (several yards, depending on length), scissors or paper cutter, optional hole punch or stapler for securing shapes, glue or tape for reinforcements, and decorative add-ons like beads or ribbon.

Instructions:


	Select vibrant pages from old magazines and cut them into uniform shapes like circles (3-4 inches diameter), hearts, butterflies, or strips (2x6 inches) using scissors; aim for 50-100 pieces depending on garland length.

	If making linked chains, fold strips into loops and secure ends with glue, tape, or staples, then interlink by threading one loop through another before closing.

	For strung garlands, punch holes at the top of each shape using a hole punch or awl, then thread onto string, spacing 1-2 inches apart and knotting occasionally to prevent sliding.

	Alternate shapes or colors for visual interest, adding beads between pieces if desired; secure ends with knots or loops for hanging.

	Hang indoors or outdoors (weather-protected), adjusting length by adding more pieces; store flat to avoid tangles.



Selling Ideas: Sell on Etsy as party or room decor for $10-25, post in Facebook craft swap groups, check out platforms like Folksy or Handmade at Amazon for paper crafts, or exhibit at holiday craft shows and school bazaars.

Laundry Room Farmhouse Light

Materials: Old basket or colander (metal preferred for durability), pendant light kit (including socket, cord, and bulb), drill with appropriate bit (1-inch for hole), wire cutters and pliers, optional spray paint for color, chain or extra cord for hanging, and safety gear like gloves and eye protection.

Instructions:


	Clean the colander or basket thoroughly to remove residue, then optionally spray paint it in your desired color (e.g., white for farmhouse style), applying 2-3 thin coats and drying for 1 hour between each.

	Flip the item upside down and mark the center bottom for the hole; using a drill with a 1-inch bit, carefully create an opening while wearing safety gear to avoid metal shards.

	Thread the pendant light cord through the hole from inside, securing the socket to the interior with the provided hardware or nuts; use pliers to tighten and ensure stability.

	Wire the light according to the kit instructions: strip cord ends if needed, connect to the socket (black to black, white to white, ground if applicable), and test the bulb before final assembly.

	Attach chain or hooks for hanging from a ceiling fixture, adjusting length as needed; install a low-wattage bulb (LED recommended) and hang securely, consulting an electrician if unsure about wiring.



Selling Ideas: Market on Etsy as rustic lighting for $30-60, share on Facebook Marketplace for home decor seekers, try sites like Bonanza or ArtFire for farmhouse enthusiasts, or set up at regional craft shows and home improvement expos.

Five-Minute Storage Boxes

Materials: Cardboard boxes (such as shoeboxes or Amazon shipping boxes, various sizes for versatility), burlap fabric scraps (enough to cover the box sides, from old sacks or thrift finds), hot glue gun and glue sticks or fabric glue, optional labels (printed or handmade from cardstock), scissors or box cutter for trimming, and decorative elements like ribbon or lace for accents.

Instructions:


	Prepare the box by placing it upside down on a cutting mat and using a box cutter to trim off any flaps or excess tape, ensuring clean edges for a smooth finish.

	Cut a strip of burlap fabric slightly wider than the height of the box sides and long enough to wrap around the entire perimeter, adding an extra inch for overlap.

	Apply glue or hot glue along one side panel of the box, press the burlap onto it starting from one edge, smoothing out wrinkles as you go, and continue wrapping around all sides, securing the overlap with more glue.

	For the top or bottom if desired, cut burlap to fit and glue it on, tucking edges inside for a neat look; add labels by gluing printed or handwritten tags to the front for organization.

	Let the glue dry for 10-15 minutes, then optionally embellish with ribbon or lace around the edges for a farmhouse or boho style.



Selling Ideas: List on Etsy as customizable organizers for $5-15 each, post on Facebook Marketplace for local home decluttering buyers, try lesser-known sites like Bonanza or ArtFire for eco-craft enthusiasts, or display at community craft shows and farmers' markets.

Lemon Rind Soaps

Materials: Lemon peels (fresh or dried halves from juiced lemons, about 4-6 per batch), melt-and-pour soap base (clear or white, 1-2 pounds), essential oils like lemon or citrus for scent, microwave-safe bowl or double boiler, spoon for stirring, optional colorants like mica powder or turmeric, and molds if not using peels directly.

Instructions:


	Prepare the lemon peels by halving lemons, scooping out the pulp (save for other uses), and drying the rinds slightly if fresh to reduce moisture, ensuring they are clean and free of residue.

	Cut the soap base into small chunks and melt in a microwave-safe bowl in 30-second intervals, stirring until fully liquid, or use a double boiler over low heat to avoid scorching.

	Stir in 10-20 drops of essential oils for fragrance and optional colorants for a vibrant hue, mixing thoroughly to incorporate.

	Carefully pour the melted soap into the lemon peel halves, filling to the rim without overflowing, and tap gently to release air bubbles.

	Let the soaps cool and harden at room temperature for 1-2 hours or in the fridge for faster setting, then gently remove from peels if desired or leave in for a natural look; trim any excess with a knife.



Selling Ideas: Offer on Etsy as natural bath gifts for $4-8 per bar, advertise in Facebook wellness groups, explore sites like Folksy or Handmade at Amazon for handmade soaps, or vend at local craft shows and artisan markets.

DIY Record Clock

Materials: Old vinyl records (12-inch LPs for standard size, sourced from thrift stores), clock mechanism kit (including hands, motor, and hardware from craft stores), drill with 3/8-inch bit, optional paint or markers for customization, hanger or stand for display, and safety gear like gloves and eye protection.

Instructions:


	Select a clean vinyl record and mark the center hole if not already present, using the label as a guide for accuracy.

	Drill a 3/8-inch hole through the center using a drill on a stable surface, wearing safety gear to avoid shards, and sand edges smooth if needed.

	Assemble the clock mechanism by pushing the spindle through the hole from the back, securing with the provided washer and nut on the front.

	Attach the hour, minute, and second hands in order, following the kit instructions, ensuring they don't touch each other for smooth movement.

	Insert batteries into the motor and test the clock; optionally paint designs on the record for personalization, then add a hanger on the back for wall mounting.



Selling Ideas: Sell on Etsy as retro decor for $20-40, post on Facebook Marketplace for music lovers, check out platforms like Ruby Lane or iCraftGifts for vintage items, or exhibit at record fairs and craft shows.

Spoon Mug Rack

Materials: Old spoons (metal ones like vintage silverware, 4-6 per rack), wood board (reclaimed pallet wood or scrap lumber, about 12-18 inches long), hammer or mallet for flattening, pliers for bending, drill and screws for attachment, sandpaper for smoothing, optional paint or stain for the board, and wall anchors for hanging.

Instructions:


	Prepare the spoons by flattening the bowl ends with a hammer on a hard surface, wrapping in cloth to prevent marks, until mostly flat.

	Use pliers to bend the handle into a hook shape, curving upward at a 90-degree angle about 2-3 inches from the end for mug hanging.

	Sand the wood board smooth, optionally staining or painting it for a rustic look, and let dry if applied.

	Mark even positions on the board for the spoons (spacing 3-4 inches apart), drill pilot holes, and screw the flattened spoon bowls securely to the board.

	Attach hanging hardware to the back of the board, like sawtooth hangers, and mount on the wall using anchors for stability; test with mugs.



Selling Ideas: Market on Etsy as kitchen organizers for $15-30, share on Facebook groups for upcycled home goods, try sites like DaWanda or Bonanza for unique kitchenware, or set up at flea markets and craft shows.

Gallery Wall of Old Windows

Materials: Old window frames (various sizes and styles from salvage yards or thrift stores), photos or prints (sized to fit panes), glass cleaner and rags for prep, hanging hardware like D-rings and wire, level and measuring tape for layout, optional paint or distressing tools for frames, and wall anchors for secure installation.

Instructions:


	Clean the window frames thoroughly with glass cleaner and rags, removing dirt or old paint; optionally distress or paint frames for a cohesive look, drying completely.

	Measure your wall space, noting obstacles like outlets, and sketch a layout on graph paper or lay frames on the floor to arrange in a balanced cluster.

	Insert photos or prints behind the glass panes, securing with tape or clips if needed, ensuring they fit snugly.
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