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This book is dedicated first to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for the sheep. It is also dedicated to my beloved wife, Pearl, my children, and my grandchildren, who continue to inspire me with love, faith, and strength. Finally, I dedicate this work to the sheep of God everywhere—the hungry, the broken, and the searching—may these words lead you back to the voice of the Shepherd.

 

"If you love Me, feed My sheep." — John 21:17
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Chapter 1: What Is a Cult, Really?

[image: ]




Plain Truth for the Protection of the Sheep

✳️ Introduction

When most people hear the word cult, they think of isolated groups living in the woods, strange robes, poisoned Kool-Aid, or a charismatic man claiming to be Jesus. But that image—while true in some cases—is just the surface. The most dangerous cults are often the ones that don’t look like cults at all.

Some are dressed in suits, preach from pulpits, and quote the Bible every Sunday.

Some have thousands—if not millions—of followers around the world.

Some hold titles like “apostle,” “prophet,” or “father” and are praised by people who no longer test the spirit, but blindly follow the man.

So before we can expose the cancer, we must define it.

📖 What Is a Cult?

A cult is any group or system that uses manipulation, control, or deception to gather followers under the authority of man, while either twisting or replacing the truth of God’s Word.

Let’s be plain:


	
If a group controls your mind, your money, or your freedom in the name of God—but does not submit to the Spirit of God—it is a cult.


	
If it replaces the Word of God with the opinions, visions, dreams, or revelations of a man or woman—it is a cult.


	
If the leader cannot be questioned, corrected, or challenged by the Bible—they are not a shepherd, they are a wolf.




NASB – Colossians 2:8

“See to it that there is no one who takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception... rather than according to Christ.”

AMPB – 2 Peter 2:1

“But in those days false prophets arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies... and many will follow their immoral ways, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.”

⚠️ The Dangerous Difference: Cult vs. Church



	CULT

	TRUE CHURCH




	Obeys a man

	Submits to Christ




	Twists Scripture for control

	Teaches Scripture for freedom




	Promises wealth or power

	Promises eternal life and holiness




	Isolates and manipulates

	Equips and edifies




	Worships the leader

	Worships the Lord





The most dangerous cults in the world are not hidden in the mountains—they are fully registered ministries with websites, live streams, merchandise, and anointing oil for sale.

They speak in tongues, lay hands, and shout in Jesus' name—but they do not walk in His Spirit.

🧠 How Cults Begin

Most cults do not start with evil at first—they often begin with someone who wants power, wants attention, or believes that have special revelation beyond what’s written.

They attract people who are:


	Lonely

	Hurt

	Looking for purpose

	Emotionally or financially vulnerable
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