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Chapter 1. The Majesty of Scripture 
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In a world where voices clamor for authority—whether from academia, politics, religion, or the self—the Word of God stands alone, unshaken, and supreme (Isaiah 40:8; Psalm 119:89; Matthew 24:35). It is not the echo of human imagination nor the residue of cultural evolution; it is divine speech (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21; Hebrews 1:1–2). The Holy Scriptures are not merely writings about God—they are the very breath of God. Every word that proceeds from them carries the weight of heaven’s authority, for they are not born from man’s speculation but from the will of God, who moved holy men to write as they were carried along by His Spirit (Jeremiah 1:9; Exodus 24:4; Revelation

1:11). To open the Scriptures is not to consult an ancient record, but to hear the living voice of the eternal Creator (Psalm 29:4; John 10:27; Isaiah 55:11).

This Word is flawless. It is not tarnished by the error of scribes or diminished by the limitations of its human instruments (Proverbs 30:5; Psalm 12:6; John 17:17). It is as pure as refined gold, unbreakable, and altogether trustworthy (Psalm 19:9–10; John 10:35; Titus 1:2). It cannot lie, distort, or mislead. The truths it proclaims are not subject to verification by worldly wisdom, for it is the measuring rod by which all other claims are judged (1

Corinthians 1:20–21; Romans 3:4; Acts 17:11). To accuse the Scriptures of error is to accuse their Author of falsehood.

But the Author is light, and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5; Numbers 23:19; Romans 9:20). Therefore, the Scriptures stand infallible in all they affirm—whether in matters of faith, morality, or the history of God’s redemptive acts (Psalm 119:160; Matthew 5:18; Luke 24:44).

And because this Word comes from the all-wise, all-knowing God, it is sufficient (2 Peter 1:3; Psalm 119:105; James 1:25). It is not lacking in any respect. It lacks nothing for salvation, for holiness, for knowledge of God, and for every good work to which the people of God are called (2 Timothy 3:17; Romans 15:4; Deuteronomy 29:29). Its sufficiency is not diminished by the passing of time or the rise of modern complexity (Ecclesiastes 1:9–10; Isaiah 40:13–14; Malachi 3:6). The Scriptures are not dependent upon the insights of psychology, the systems of philosophy, the impulses of political ideologies, or the intuitions of mystics (Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy 4:1; Matthew 15:9). What is needed to know God, love Him, serve Him, and walk in truth has already been revealed (Micah 6:8; Psalm 119:9; Isaiah 8:20). The one who possesses the Scriptures possesses all he needs to be made wise unto salvation and to live a life pleasing to God (Romans 10:17; John 8:31–32; 2 Corinthians 3:5). Every attempt to supplement this sufficiency is not progress but regression, not enhancement but rebellion (Revelation 22:18–19; Galatians 1:8–9; Jeremiah 23:30–32).

The Scriptures do not hide behind mystery or veil themselves in elitism (Deuteronomy 30:11–14; Romans 1:19–20; Matthew 11:25). They speak with clarity. Though there are deep things to ponder and hard sayings to wrestle with, the essential truths concerning God, man, sin, Christ, and salvation are laid open plainly before the reader (Psalm 119:130; 2 Corinthians 1:13; Proverbs 1:4–6). It is not the intellectual who most often grasps their beauty, but the humble, the meek, the one who trembles at God’s Word (Isaiah 66:2; Matthew 5:3; Psalm 25:9). God, who is not the author of confusion, has not revealed Himself in riddles (1 Corinthians 14:33; Habakkuk 2:2; 2 Corinthians 4:2). He speaks in a way that gives understanding to the simple and joy to the contrite (Psalm 19:8; Psalm 119:18; Nehemiah 8:8–12). The Scriptures shine as a lamp to the feet and a light to the path—not only of scholars, but of ordinary men and women in every land and language (Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 6:23; 2 Timothy 3:15).

And this Word is final. There is no higher authority, no greater revelation, no tribunal before which it must stand (Isaiah 8:20; John 12:48; Psalm 119:89). The voice of tradition must bow to it. The claims of science must be tested by it. The experiences of man must be weighed in its balance (Acts 17:11; Matthew 22:29; Revelation 2:2). It alone is the judge of all that pretends to speak truth (Hebrews 4:12; Romans 3:19–20; Proverbs 21:2). It does not evolve with the times, and it does not negotiate with modernity (Psalm 102:25–27; James 1:17; Matthew 24:35). It is not one voice among many but the singular voice of divine truth (John 17:17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Psalm 33:4). Where it speaks, it ends debate. Where it is silent, the wise dare not presume. Its authority is not derived from the Church, for the Church is born of the Word, not the other way around (Ephesians 2:20; Acts 20:32; Romans 10:14–17).

Yet this Word is not merely a code of laws or a system of doctrines—it is the revelation of a Person (Luke 24:27; John

5:39; Revelation 19:13). From beginning to end, the Scriptures point to the Lamb who was slain (Genesis 3:15; Exodus 12:5–7; Isaiah 53:5). They are the testimony of Jesus Christ, the promised Seed, the better Adam, the true Israel, the eternal King, and the atoning sacrifice (Romans 5:14; Matthew 1:1; Colossians 1:15–20). Every shadow in the Law, every cry of the Prophets, every song in the Psalms finds its fulfillment in Him (Hebrews 10:1; Matthew 5:17; Acts 10:43). The Bible is not a fragmented anthology, but a unified testimony, and that testimony is of Christ (Hebrews 1:1–

3; Luke 24:44–45; John 1:45). To miss Him in the Scriptures is to miss their purpose (2 Corinthians 4:3–6; John 1:11; 1 Corinthians 2:8).

But this Word cannot be understood apart from the illumination of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14; John 16:13–15;

Ephesians 1:17–18). The natural mind does not receive the things of God, for they are spiritually discerned. The

truths of Scripture, though clear in their form, are grasped only by those who have been born of God and indwelt by His Spirit (John 3:3–5; 1 John 2:20–21; Romans 8:5–9). This is why two men may read the same passage—one with tears of joy, the other with contempt. The difference lies not in the text but in the heart (Ezekiel 36:26; Psalm 119:18; Hebrews 3:12–13). It is the Spirit who opens blind eyes, softens stony hearts, and grants the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6; Acts 16:14; Luke 24:32).

And when that Word takes root in the soul, it does not leave the man unchanged (James 1:21–25; Jeremiah 15:16; 1

Peter 2:2). It is living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 55:10–11; Psalm 147:15). It pierces to the division of soul and spirit, judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart, and exposes sin with surgical precision (Proverbs 20:27; Romans 7:7–13; John 16:8). It wounds in order to heal. It slays in order to raise. The Scriptures are not static ink—they are divine power (1 Thessalonians 1:5; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Psalm 119:50). Through them the dead are made alive, the wandering are restored, the proud are humbled, and the weary are comforted (Ezekiel 37:4–10; Isaiah 50:4; Romans 15:13).

The Word does not return void. It accomplishes what God pleases and prospers in the thing for which He sends it (Isaiah 55:11; Psalm 33:6–9; Job 42:2). It is the hammer that breaks the rock in pieces, the fire that burns away the dross, the seed that produces a harvest of righteousness (Jeremiah 23:29; Matthew 13:23; James 1:18). Nations rise and fall, philosophies come and go, but the Word of our God stands forever (Isaiah 40:8; Daniel 2:44; Psalm 119:152). Its power is not dependent on the eloquence of its preachers or the literacy of its readers—it is effective because it is divine (1 Corinthians 2:4–5; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Matthew 13:11).

And this Word is complete. It requires no supplement, no hidden code, no lost gospel, no modern prophecy to make it whole (Jude 1:3; Revelation 22:18–19; Proverbs 30:6). The canon is closed. The faith has been once for all delivered. There is nothing lacking in the counsel of God revealed to His people (Acts 20:27; Deuteronomy 4:2; Nehemiah 9:20).

The pursuit of novelty in divine revelation is the mark not of devotion, but of deception (2 Timothy 4:3–4; Galatians 1:6–9; 2 Corinthians 11:13–15).

Because of this, the Scripture is to be received not as the word of men but as what it truly is—the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13; Romans 15:4; John 17:8). It is to be read with reverence, handled with care, preached with authority, and obeyed with joy (Nehemiah 8:8–10; James 1:22; Revelation 1:3). It is not to be twisted to suit opinions, nor neglected to avoid offense (2 Peter 3:16; Amos 8:11–12; Mark 7:13). It is to dwell richly in the hearts of the saints and resound boldly from the mouths of the Church (Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 4:2; Psalm 119:11). The Scriptures must be read privately with devotion, taught in the home with diligence, and proclaimed in the assembly with faithfulness (Deuteronomy 6:6–7; Acts 17:11; 1 Timothy 4:13).

The Scriptures are not a dead tradition but the living voice of the sovereign God (Hebrews 3:7; Isaiah 30:21; John 6:63). They are the heritage of the saints, the sword of the Spirit, the food of the soul, and the foundation of the Church (Ephesians 6:17; Matthew 4:4; 1 Corinthians 3:11). To tremble at this Word is the beginning of wisdom. To trust this Word is the root of peace. To proclaim this Word is the task of the Church until Christ returns in glory (Isaiah 66:2; Psalm 119:165; Matthew 28:19–20). The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God will stand forever (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:23–25; Psalm 119:89).

> In the fullness of time, before the mountains rose and the seas were formed, God ordained that His truth be made known to man through His Word, not as mere human wisdom but as divine revelation, breathed out by the Spirit of the living God (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21). This Word is not a product of human invention, but the very utterance of God Himself, carrying His authority and power (Hebrews 4:12; Jeremiah 1:9). It is eternal, unchanging, and unfailing (Psalm 119:89; Isaiah 40:8), standing firm when all else fades away (Matthew 24:35).

The Scriptures are perfect and trustworthy, pure as silver refined and tested seven times (Psalm 12:6; Proverbs 30:5). They contain no error, no falsehood, for God cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Numbers 23:19). They speak with divine clarity and infallibility, accomplishing the purposes for which God sent them (Isaiah 55:11; Psalm 19:7–11). Every prophecy is fulfilled without fail, every command is true and just (Matthew 5:18; John 17:17). The Scriptures are the supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and life, above all human traditions, experiences, and reasonings (Isaiah 8:20; 1 Corinthians 2:14).

This Word is sufficient, containing all that is necessary for salvation, godly living, and service to God (2 Timothy 3:16–17; 2 Peter 1:3). It requires no addition or supplement from new revelations, mystical experiences, or worldly philosophies (Galatians 1:8–9; Colossians 2:8). It alone provides the light to walk by and the nourishment for the soul (Psalm 119:105; Matthew 4:4). Though many voices seek to dilute or distort its message, the Word remains complete and whole, perfect in every part (Deuteronomy 4:2; Jude 1:3).

While Scripture contains some mysteries that require diligent study, the essential truths for salvation and righteous living are clearly revealed and accessible to all who humbly seek them with a prayerful heart (Psalm 119:130; Deuteronomy 6:6–7). God is not the author of confusion but of peace (1 Corinthians 14:33), and He has made His Word understandable to the simple and the meek, illuminating the hearts of those who trust in Him (Psalm 119:18; Isaiah 66:2).

The Bible is not a disconnected collection but a unified testimony centered on Jesus Christ, the promised Seed, the incarnate Word, and the Redeemer of sinners (Luke 24:27; John 1:1–14; Colossians 1:15–20). From Genesis to Revelation, the Scriptures point to Him, foreshadowing and revealing His person and work (Hebrews 10:1; John 5:39). To grasp Scripture rightly is to behold Christ clearly (2 Corinthians 4:6).

Yet understanding the Scriptures rightly requires the illumination of the Holy Spirit. Apart from His work, the natural man cannot comprehend spiritual truths (1 Corinthians 2:14). The Spirit opens blind eyes, softens hardened hearts, and brings conviction and life through the Word (John 16:13–15; Psalm 119:18). Therefore, reading and interpreting the Bible is not a mere intellectual exercise but a spiritual encounter with God Himself.

As the Word takes root, it does not remain inert but transforms the believer, discerning thoughts and intentions and sanctifying the heart (Hebrews 4:12; James 1:21–25). It is living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword, capable of piercing the deepest parts of the soul (Psalm 147:15; Romans 12:2). It wounds to heal, convicts to comfort, and judges to restore (John 16:8; Ezekiel 36:26).

The power of Scripture is evident in its ability to bring the dead to life spiritually, restore the lost, humble the proud, and comfort the weary (Ezekiel 37:4–10; Romans 15:13; Isaiah 50:4). The Word does not return void but accomplishes what God pleases, prospering in the purpose for which it was sent (Isaiah 55:11; Job 42:2). It is the hammer that breaks the rock, the fire that refines, and the seed that produces a harvest of righteousness (Jeremiah 23:29; Matthew 13:23).

The canon of Scripture is closed and complete. The faith has been once for all delivered to the saints, and no new revelations or prophetic words are to be added (Jude 1:3; Revelation 22:18–19; Hebrews 1:1–2). The Bible alone is the written revelation of God’s truth, sufficient for all times and cultures (2 Timothy 3:15; Psalm 119:89).

The Scriptures govern every sphere of life. They are not limited to spiritual matters alone but speak with authority over family, government, education, and society at large (Deuteronomy 6:6–9; Colossians 3:16–17; 2 Corinthians 10:4– 5). They bring every thought captive to Christ, establishing the foundation for righteous living and godly order.

God’s Word is immutable because God Himself is unchanging (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17). Its truth stands firm across all generations and cultures (Psalm 119:89; Isaiah 40:8). Its self-authenticating nature is seen in its majesty, unity, prophetic fulfillment, and transformative power (Isaiah 55:10–11; Romans 1:2–4; John 7:17).

The scope of Scripture is universal, meant to bring salvation and light to all peoples and nations (Matthew 28:19–20; Revelation 7:9–10). The gospel is for every tribe and tongue, transcending boundaries and cultural barriers (Psalm 96:3). The Bible calls the Church to preach this Word faithfully until Christ returns in glory (Matthew 28:19–20).

The historical reliability of Scripture is trustworthy, recording true events from creation through the incarnation and resurrection of Christ (Luke 1:1–4; 1 Corinthians 15:3–8). It is not myth or fable but the record of God’s mighty acts in history (Acts 26:26).

Though Scripture contains diverse literary genres—law, prophecy, poetry, narrative, and epistle—it harmonizes into one cohesive and divinely inspired message (Psalm 119:160; Romans 15:4). This unity reflects the one Author, the triune God, who reveals Himself progressively through salvation history.

In sum, the Word of God is living, powerful, and eternal. It is the heritage of the saints, the sword of the Spirit, and the bread of life (Ephesians 6:17; Matthew 4:4). To trust this Word is to find wisdom, peace, and joy (Psalm 119:165). To proclaim this Word is the Church’s sacred duty, sustained by the Spirit, until Jesus Christ returns (Isaiah 66:2; 1 Thessalonians 2:13). The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the Word of the Lord endures forever (Isaiah 40:8; 1

Peter 1:23–25).

> The Word of God is not merely information but the very instrument of sanctification, shaping believers into the image of Christ. Through its living power, the Spirit applies the truth that purifies the heart and renews the mind, making the soul holy and set apart (John 17:17; Ephesians 5:26). It is by delighting in the law of the Lord and hiding it in our hearts that we guard against sin and grow in godliness (Psalm 119:9,11).

Scripture reveals the covenantal faithfulness of God, unfolding His gracious promises across generations. From the covenant with Abraham to the new covenant sealed in Christ’s blood, the Bible unveils the divine commitment to redeem and sustain His people (Genesis 17:7; Exodus 24:7–8; Hebrews 8:6–13). This sacred testament binds God and man in relationship, a foundation for trust and obedience.

God has sovereignly preserved His Word throughout the ages. Though centuries have passed, and manuscripts multiplied, His providence has ensured that what He inspired remains pure and uncorrupted, trustworthy to all who seek it (Psalm 12:6–7; Matthew 5:18; Isaiah 40:8). This preservation extends through translations and faithful transmission, enabling every generation to know the truth of God’s revelation.

The Scriptures serve as spiritual nourishment, vital for growth and maturity. Like newborn infants craving pure milk, believers are called to long for the sincere milk of the Word, which builds faith and equips for every good work (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Timothy 3:16–17; Ephesians 4:11–16). It shapes the character of the Church and equips saints for ministry, empowering them to live out the gospel effectively.

Prayer and Scripture are inseparable. The Spirit uses the Word to guide prayer, teaching the hearts of believers how to commune with God, while prayer opens the heart to receive Scripture’s light (Psalm 119:18; Philippians 4:6–7). Jesus promises that abiding in His Word is connected to answered prayer, binding faith, Scripture, and prayer into a seamless act of worship and obedience (John 15:7).

God has ordained the preaching of the Word as the primary means of salvation and growth. The faithful proclamation summons sinners to repentance and nurtures believers in the faith (Romans 10:14–17; 2 Timothy 4:2). The pulpit remains a holy place where Scripture is declared with power and clarity, carrying the voice of God to the ears of His people (Acts 20:32).

While reason is a gift of God, Scripture holds supremacy over all human wisdom and intellect. God’s ways and thoughts are infinitely higher than ours, and the Word corrects our errors, directs true knowledge, and humbles proud reasonings (Isaiah 55:8–9; Proverbs 3:5–6). The natural mind cannot grasp spiritual truths unless enlightened by the Spirit and guided by Scripture (1 Corinthians 2:14).

The Word of God is a powerful weapon against the enemy. Scripture’s truth defeats Satan’s lies and false doctrines, equipping believers to stand firm in spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:17; Matthew 4:4,7,10). Jesus Himself wielded Scripture to overcome temptation, modeling how the faithful use the Word as their sword in battle (2 Timothy 2:15).

In times of suffering and trial, the Scriptures are a wellspring of comfort and hope. They remind believers of God’s faithfulness, promises, and eternal purposes, bringing peace that surpasses understanding (Romans 15:4; Psalm 119:50; 2 Corinthians 1:3–4). The Word encourages the weary, strengthens the weak, and sustains the faint-hearted with the sure hope of salvation.

True faith manifests itself not only in hearing or knowledge but in obedience to God’s commands. The Scriptures call for active obedience, demonstrating the authenticity of belief by a holy and fruitful life (James 1:22–25; John 14:15). To love Christ is to keep His commandments, and those who walk in His Word show forth the evidence of salvation (1 John 2:3–6).

,Thus, the Scriptures are the foundation and lifeblood of the Christian faith—sanctifying, covenantal, preserved, nourishing, prayed over, preached, supremely authoritative, weaponized against evil, comforting in trials, and calling to obedience. They embody the power of God to save, equip, and sanctify His people until the day of Christ Jesus (Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16–17). To neglect the Word is to neglect the very means by which God sustains His covenant and brings His kingdom to fruition. Let every believer treasure, study, and obey this holy Scripture, confident that it is the very voice of God to His people, alive and active in every generation.

:
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> THE CHRISTIAN FAITH rests upon the foundation of the Holy Scriptures, divided into two testaments: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Both bear divine authority, are inspired by the Spirit of God, and together constitute the complete revelation of God’s redemptive plan for mankind (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20–21). Understanding their distinct roles and harmonious unity is vital for rightly interpreting God’s Word and faithfully confessing the faith.

The Old Testament, comprising the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings, serves as the foundational revelation of

God’s covenantal dealings with His people Israel (Psalm 119:160; Romans 15:4). It unveils the creation of the world (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 33:6), the fall of man (Genesis 3; Romans 5:12), God’s covenant of grace with His elect through the patriarchs (Genesis 12:1–3; Genesis 15:6), and the establishment of Israel as a holy nation under the Mosaic covenant (Exodus 19:5–6; Deuteronomy 7:6). The Old Testament reveals the holiness of God (Leviticus 19:2; Isaiah 6:3), the justice of His law (Psalm 89:14), the consequences of sin (Ezekiel 18:4), and the promise of a coming Redeemer who will fulfill the law and the prophets (Isaiah 53; Jeremiah 23:5–6; Micah 5:2). It contains rich typologies (Hebrews 10:1), prophetic promises (Isaiah 9:6), and wisdom literature (Proverbs 3:13–18) that prepare the way for the Messiah.

The New Testament, composed of the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, and the Revelation, records the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises in the person and work of Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44; John 1:14). It proclaims the incarnation (Philippians 2:6–8), perfect obedience (Hebrews 4:15), sacrificial atonement (1 Peter 2:24), resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3–4), and ascension of Christ (Acts 1:9). The New Testament establishes the new covenant of grace, inaugurated by Christ’s blood, which supersedes the old covenant (Hebrews 8:6–13; Luke 22:20). It teaches the nature of the Church (Ephesians 1:22–23), the work of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26), the means of grace (Romans 6:3–4), and the hope of the final consummation of all things (Revelation 21:1–7).

Though distinct in their roles, the Old and New Testaments are inseparably united. The New Testament fulfills and interprets the Old, revealing the Messiah as the true meaning behind the types, shadows, and prophecies (Colossians 2:16–17; Hebrews 10:1). The Apostle Paul exhorts believers to rightly divide the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15), understanding the Old Testament in light of the gospel. Jesus Himself taught that He did not come to abolish the law or the prophets but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17). Thus, the Scriptures form one divine canon, coherent and harmonious in proclaiming God’s salvation (John 10:35).

The proper method of biblical interpretation is critical to grasping the true meaning of Scripture. The Bible must be interpreted according to its own rules, principles, and context, with reverence for its divine origin and human literary forms (Nehemiah 8:8). A Christ-centered, grammatical-historical hermeneutic is essential, seeking to understand the original intent of the human authors inspired by the Holy Spirit within their historical, cultural, and linguistic settings (Luke 24:27; Acts 17:11).

This method entails reading Scripture in its canonical context, recognizing genres such as narrative, poetry, prophecy, law, epistle, and apocalyptic literature, each requiring proper interpretative approaches (2 Peter 1:20; Revelation 1:3). It insists on the unity of Scripture and avoids proof-texting or allegorizing disconnected passages apart from their literary and theological frameworks (Isaiah 28:10).

The interpreter must submit to the authority of Scripture itself, allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture (Scriptura sui interpres), for the whole counsel of God is harmonious and self-consistent (Psalm 119:160; 1 Corinthians 2:13). The illumination of the Holy Spirit is necessary for true understanding, as the natural man cannot comprehend the things of God apart from spiritual regeneration (1 Corinthians 2:14; John 16:13).

Within the body of Scripture lie the non-negotiables of Christian faith—doctrines and truths essential for salvation and orthodoxy. These include the triune nature of God (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14), the deity and humanity of Christ (John 1:1,14; Colossians 2:9), His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23), sinless life (Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22), atoning death (Isaiah 53:5; 1 John 2:2), bodily resurrection (Luke 24:39; 1 Corinthians 15:4), and ascension (Acts

1:9). The necessity of faith alone in Christ alone for justification (Romans 3:28; Ephesians 2:8–9), the authority of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16), the reality of original sin (Romans 5:12), the necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spirit (John 3:5; Titus 3:5), and the final judgment (Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11–15) are equally indispensable.

These foundational truths are non-negotiable because they arise from the clear teaching of Scripture and are attested by the universal Church throughout history (Jude 1:3). Denying or altering these doctrines undermines the gospel itself and jeopardizes the believer’s standing before God (Galatians 1:6–9).

The Old and New Testaments together serve as the authoritative rule of faith and life. The Old Testament grounds the moral and redemptive history framework (Psalm 19:7–11), and the New Testament reveals the fulfillment of God’s promises and the establishment of the new covenant (Hebrews 9:15). Together, they call believers to repentance, faith, obedience, and hope (Acts 20:21; Romans 1:16–17).

The role of the interpreter is thus sacred and solemn: to handle the Word of God accurately, faithfully, and humbly (James 1:22). To read Scripture in light of Christ, with reverence for its divine authority and with submission to the Spirit’s illumination, is to participate in the unfolding of God’s redemptive story (John 5:39; 2 Timothy 3:15–17).

Without faithful adherence to these principles—recognizing the unity and authority of both Testaments, employing sound interpretative methods, and holding fast to the non-negotiable doctrines—faith risks distortion and error (2 Peter 3:16). The Church is called to preserve the purity of Scripture’s teaching and to proclaim it boldly, trusting in God’s promise that His Word will not return void but accomplish His purposes (Isaiah 55:11).

Therefore, in all study, preaching, and teaching, the Old and New Testaments must be honored as God’s infallible and authoritative revelation (Psalm 119:89), interpreted with the care due to divine Scripture, and confessed with unwavering commitment to the essential truths of the faith. This is the foundation upon which the believer stands firm, the source from which wisdom flows, and the means by which God’s kingdom advances in the world until the glorious day of Christ’s return (Psalm 119:165; 1 Peter 1:23–25).
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Chapter 2. Covenants of God 
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> From the beginning of creation, God, in His sovereign grace, has chosen to reveal Himself and establish relationships with His creatures through covenants. These sacred agreements arise not from human initiative but from the divine will of the Almighty, who calls into existence His people by binding Himself to them in holy promise (Genesis 9:8–17; Exodus 6:2–8). Before the foundations of the earth, God ordained that His covenant faithfulness would be the framework by which He manifests His mercy and justice in redemptive history.

A covenant is no mere contract or treaty; it is a binding relationship laden with solemn promises and mutual obligations. It is the gracious establishment of fellowship and commitment between the holy God and His chosen people (Genesis 17:1–8; Deuteronomy 29:10–15). God, as the faithful covenant Lord, sets the terms of the agreement, revealing the way His people are to walk and the blessings they may expect when they live in obedience.

These covenant relationships are fundamentally familial and communal, uniting individuals into a spiritual family under God’s lordship. They are not abstract legal constructs but living bonds of loyalty, love, and obedience that create a people consecrated to God’s name (Exodus 19:5–6; Psalm 105:8–11). This covenant community stands as a holy nation and royal priesthood, called out to bear witness to the glory of God among the nations.
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