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Football Wonderkids: Joshua Kimmich

Where Leadership Meets Football Intelligence

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A Night of Leadership

The stadium lights glowed like a crown above the field as Joshua Kimmich stepped onto the pitch, the noise rising in powerful waves around him. It was one of those nights where everything felt bigger — the stakes, the expectations, the crowd. Fans held scarves high, chanting his name with a mix of trust and excitement, knowing that when Kimmich played, the team carried not just skill, but heart, discipline, and unshakeable belief. He looked across the grass, reading the spaces with his sharp, calculating eyes. Every blade held possibility. Every moment could shape the match. And as the referee lifted the whistle, Joshua felt that familiar fire inside him — the fire that had carried him from small German pitches to the world stage.

The Anchor and the Engine

In the opening minutes, Kimmich’s presence was unmistakable. He stretched out his arm to guide a teammate, shouted instructions with clarity and purpose, and moved with the rhythm of someone who understood the game not just as a sport, but as a language. When the ball reached his feet, calmness spread across the entire team. With one touch, he broke pressure. With the next, he opened space. Passing lanes seemed to appear instantly, as if he created them through sheer intelligence. Fans watching at home whispered, “He sees everything.” Coaches on the sideline nodded knowingly. He wasn’t just playing — he was conducting.

Every duel, every sprint, every decision revealed the same message: Joshua Kimmich didn’t rise to the top by accident. He rose because he worked, believed, learned, adapted, and refused to let obstacles define him. From the roar of the Champions League nights to tense international battles, he carried the same spirit — steady, fearless, unbreakable.

As the ball rolled toward him again, he lifted his head, scanning the field one more time. This was his world. His moment. His story.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Growing Up in a Small Village

Before the world knew the name Joshua Kimmich, he was simply a determined, bright-eyed boy running across small fields in southwest Germany. Born in 1995 in the town of Rottweil, he spent most of his earliest years in the nearby village of Bösingen, a quiet place surrounded by forests, farms, and winding country roads. For Joshua, these open spaces were not just scenery — they were the first stadiums of his imagination. Every afternoon after school, he would burst out the door with a ball under his arm, racing toward the nearest patch of grass as if a match were waiting for him. His parents supported his love for the game, but they also made sure school, manners, and responsibility came first. At home, he learned the values that would follow him throughout his career: discipline, humility, and respect. Those early lessons shaped everything that came later.

As a child, Joshua wasn’t the biggest or the strongest. But he had something even more powerful — focus. While other kids ran around without structure, he studied the ball, practiced touches, and challenged himself to improve. Family members remember him setting up small goals out of sticks or shoes, creating imaginary defenders, and celebrating wildly when he “won” his imaginary games. The dream of becoming a professional footballer started early, long before anyone knew how far his determination would take him.

A Family That Believed in Him

Joshua grew up in a close and supportive family. His parents, Berthold and Anja, encouraged him to explore his passions but also insisted on balance. They taught him that talent mattered, but character mattered more. At the dinner table, they often spoke about perseverance, respect, and giving your best every single day. These conversations made a lasting impression. His younger sister looked up to him, and Joshua quickly understood that being a role model wasn’t only something famous athletes did — it began at home.

Weekends were often filled with football adventures. The family traveled to training sessions, youth tournaments, and friendly matches in nearby villages. They packed snacks, folding chairs, and warm jackets for windy days on the sidelines. His parents cheered, coached, and comforted him when games didn’t go well. They celebrated his goals, but they celebrated his effort even more. This unconditional support gave Joshua the confidence to dream bigger each year.

Discovering His Passion

Joshua joined his first youth club, VfB Bösingen, at a very young age. He trained on simple fields with uneven lines and worn-out goals, but to him, it felt like the center of the universe. His coaches immediately noticed two things: his work ethic and his intelligence. Even as a child, he read the game with unusual clarity. He understood where to stand, how to help teammates, and how to react quickly under pressure. When he made a mistake, he didn’t blame anyone — he analyzed it. He asked questions. He repeated drills until he improved.
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