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    "To all those who feel a stirring in their hearts and seek the voice of the Master saying, 'Follow me'. May these pages illuminate your path toward the purpose for which you were created".

      

    



  	
        
            
            And he said to them, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men'.

 — Mark 1:17
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Introduction
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For many among God's people, the idea of a personal call to service is a mystery. They think that the presentation of a need in itself constitutes a call to meet that need and that nothing else is needed. Others would say that the general call of the Great Commission to go into all the world and preach the gospel, Matthew 28 and Mark 16, is all that is necessary for one to undertake a lifelong missionary work in the great harvest field. Perhaps all this seems sensible, but this kind of reasoning has caused many tragedies. Some run without being sent, fall by the wayside, and become bitter as a result.

The Bible speaks of at least three callings:


	to salvation, Matthew 11:28,29. When obeyed, it is an effective call.

	to sacrifice, Romans 12:1,2. It is to consecration and discipleship.

	to service, Mark 1:17: "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."



Every believer has a fivefold relationship. It is:


	a child in a family

	a member of a body

	a priest in a temple

	a citizen of a kingdom

	a worker in a field



In the sphere of service, it is incumbent upon each one to inquire of the Lord of the harvest what work the Lord has equipped him for. This involves spending much time with God in prayer in the secret place. The Sovereign Lord is the one who calls, equips, and sends out His servant, and He points out the task that must be accomplished.

There are ten examples in the Bible—seven in the Old Testament and three in the New—of men who were called by God to perform a specific work. Each experience is described in detail. Each one is different, but there are certain characteristics common to all. Each one had intimate fellowship with God in the secret place of His presence, when He spoke to his heart, called him, and then used him in His service.

A study of the ten men outlined in this book will show that they were human like us, with many weaknesses and failures, but God still used them powerfully in His service. What is striking about each one is that God called each one individually for a specific task and sustained him in it.

The supreme example of service, unique in every sense of the word, is our Lord Himself. "I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness, and will hold your hand; I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and those who sit in darkness from the prison house," Isaiah 42:6,7.

Of course, He is the perfect Servant of Jehovah whose work is so beautifully described in Isaiah chapters 40 through 66.


	
Abraham, Genesis 12:1-5; the beginning of faith


	
Moses, Exodus 3:4: the principle of leadership


	
Gideon, Judges 6:16; the principle of guidance


	
Elisha, 1 Kings 19:19-21; the principle of discipleship


	
Isaiah, Isaiah 6; the principle of holiness


	
Jeremiah, Jeremiah 1; the principle of brokenness


	
Ezekiel, Ezekiel 1; the principle of glory


	
Simon Peter, Mark 1:17; a fisherman and shepherd


	
Paul, Acts 20:17–38; a pioneer and church planter


	
Timothy, 1 and 2 Timothy; a pastor
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I — Abraham; the beginning of faith
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Abraham's call was a watershed moment in history. According to Usher's chronology, he lived exactly halfway between Adam and Christ. The first eleven chapters of Genesis cover approximately two thousand years, and from Genesis 12 to the incarnation there is an equal span of time. The dispensations of conscience and human government were coming to an end, and God was about to do something new.

"The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, while he was in Mesopotamia, before they dwelt in Haran, and said to him, 'Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to the land that I will show you,'" Acts 7:2,3. Ur of the Chaldeans was at that time a highly developed civilization, as archaeologist Leonard Wooley discovered in 1926. We are told that Abraham was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold (Genesis 13:2).

Obeying God and leaving the sophisticated environment of Ur to go to Canaan was like leaving Park Avenue in New York to take up residence in Timbuktu in Mali. But he obeyed the divine call and set out on his journey in simple faith in God's promises. However, like many other pilgrims since then, he encountered problems.
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Trials of faith
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His problems would come from family, hunger, fear, and strife.

His first problem had to do with his family circle. God had called Abraham, but apparently his father Terah took control of the emigrant group. "Terah took his son Abram and Lot, the son of his son Haran, and left Ur of the Chaldeans with them to go to the land of Canaan. They came to Haran and stayed there," Genesis 11:31-32.

Haran was on the border between Mesopotamia and Canaan. The great Euphrates River separated the two countries. One can understand how Terah would feel. Crossing the river would mean leaving behind his entire life and familiar land, and he preferred to stay halfway. But he died! Now Abram was free to act; the impediment to complete obedience had been removed.

Many today encounter this difficulty when trying to obey the divine call. "A man's enemies will be the members of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me," Matthew 10:36,37. Jonathan, David's close friend, was tormented by conflicting affections: loyalty to his father and love for David. He made his choice, returned to Saul's camp, and lost his life because he had made the wrong decision (1 Samuel 20).

Famine brought about the second test of faith for Abram. He crossed the Euphrates and arrived in the promised land. From that time on, he would be known as the Hebrew: the man from across the river. The river separated him forever from Babylon; he never took leave to return. Until the end, he was a stranger and a pilgrim with an altar and a tent.

But there was famine in the land, which can be a severe test in any age. More than 50% of the world's population goes to bed hungry every night. Even God's people can die from lack of sustenance, as recent events in Angola have shown us. There can be famine in Bethlehem, the house of bread, and both Moab and Egypt can look attractive as places of refuge. But they are dangerous ground, as Elimelech and Abram discovered.
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