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WORD MAGIC

by Gary Jonas and Barb Hendee


Local legend had it that Reader’s Paradise, an aging bookstore on Emerson Street, had been infused over the years with magic, but Greg Jenkins didn’t believe it.  Sure, the old man who sold him the bookstore--complete with an upstairs apartment--was a bit off kilter, but the guy was ancient; he was allowed to be eccentric.  Greg still remembered the last time he talked to the old man when they signed the closing papers.

“Writers are Word Magicians,” the old man had said, smoking a meerschaum pipe in the shape of a lion’s head.  He wore a faded tweed hat over still-thick silver hair, pulled back into a ponytail. “They work magic with words.  They create worlds in their minds and share them with us.  When you read a book or a story, you’re sharing in the magic.  This is Word Magic, and you would do well to keep a steady supply of it in the building.”

Greg listened politely, caught up in the spell of the old man’s voice.  He had his own ideas about how to survive running an independent bookstore in Denver.  At first, he wanted to change the name from Reader’s Paradise to Ye Olde Fiction Shoppe, but decided to stick with tradition.  The chains had knocked a lot of stores out of business with their discount pricing on the bestsellers, then the online retailers drove a stake through the hearts of most of the chains.  Greg knew this was an opportune moment for an independent bookstore, and that he could rely on the trusted and recognized name of the store.  He also wanted to focus on special events to draw in more customers.

The Grand Re-Opening of the store was a “kick-off” day with best-selling romance writer Susannah Hayworth on the agenda.  In addition to being the only best-selling author Greg knew personally, she understood the game and played her “part” well.  Draped in long, black silk dresses, she always wore her hair in a tight, sophisticated bun with large gold earrings dangling from her lobes.

It helped that she loved challenges.  She accepted Greg’s invitation to write a story in the window of the bookstore based on whatever particulars the customers gave her.  Greg had borrowed this idea from the late Harlan Ellison, who had been famous for doing the same thing.
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