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        To every artist who’s ever chased the groove instead of the spotlight. To the ones practicing late at night, perfecting tone, not just technique. To those blending soul with structure, feeling with finesse.

      

        

      
        This book is for you.

      

        

      
        May your journey be as smooth as your phrasing, As bold as your solos, And as timeless as the music you create. Keep playing. The world needs your sound.

      

        

      
        - Allen T. Wits

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        In an ever-changing music industry, where algorithms often dictate attention and trends shift overnight, one genre has remained timeless in its ability to soothe, groove, and connect across generations - smooth jazz. But for the artists behind this elegant sound, navigating a path to visibility and longevity requires more than talent.

      

        

      
        It requires strategy, vision, and a willingness to treat the gift of music not just as art, but as enterprise. That’s what makes Make It In Music: Winning Strategies for the Smooth Jazz Musician so essential. Allen T. Wits has done something rare here. He’s taken the mystery out of the music business without stripping it of its soul.

      

        

      
        With a voice both insightful and encouraging, he walks you through the realities of building a career in smooth jazz - from brand identity and streaming strategy to performance prep and financial sustainability. Whether you’re just starting out or you’ve been in the game for years, this book offers the tools you didn’t even know you needed.

        What I appreciate most is that Allen doesn’t promise overnight fame or formulaic success.

      

        

      
        Instead, he offers something far more valuable: a mindset of resilience, clarity, and intentional growth. He reminds us that smooth jazz is more than a sound - it’s a standard. And if you’re willing to honor both the craft and the business, you can absolutely make your mark. This is more than a guide. It’s a mentorship in book form.

      

        

      
        Read it. Take notes. Refer back often. And above all, apply what resonates - because your success story deserves to be heard.

      

        

      
        - Allen T. Wits

      

        

      
        Musician • Mentor • Advocate for Independent Artists

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
CHAPTER 1


          

          
            DEFINING YOUR SMOOTH JAZZ IDENTITY

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Smooth jazz isn't just a genre - it's a vibe, a language, and a lifestyle. If you're drawn to its lush harmonies, soulful grooves, and laid-back sophistication, you're not alone. But making it as a smooth jazz artist means more than playing pretty melodies. It’s about finding your unique voice within a genre that values elegance, emotion, and excellence.

      

        

      
        What Is Smooth Jazz - Really?

      

        

      
        Smooth jazz grew out of fusion and soul-jazz, blending the improvisational spirit of traditional jazz with R&B rhythms, funk grooves, and pop production. It hit its commercial peak in the late ’80s and ’90s, with radio stations dedicated to artists like Grover Washington Jr., David Sanborn, Ronnie Laws, and Tom Scott to name a few.

      

        

      
        But even as radio airplay has evolved, smooth jazz remains a niche with a loyal, global audience. To define your identity in this space, you must understand both the legacy and the landscape:

      

      

      
        
          	
        It’s not just about playing slow jams on a soprano sax - it’s about storytelling through tone, phrasing, and rhythm.
      

      	
        Your “smooth” may be funkier, bluesier, more cinematic, or more contemporary than someone else’s. That’s okay. That’s you.
      

      

      

      
        
        Finding Your Signature Sound

      

        

      
        Your sound is your fingerprint. In a genre where many instruments and arrangements can feel similar, the way you phrase a melody, you choose chord voicings, or you build a solo is everything.

      

        

      
        Here’s how to start defining it:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Influences Inventory: List 5 - 10 artists that shaped you. What do you love about each? Their tone? Energy? Simplicity? Swagger?
      

      	
        Experiment with Tone: Play with effects (reverb, delay, saturation), alternate fingerings (for sax players), or touch (for keyboardists or guitarists). Your tone can set you apart before you play a note.
      

      	
        Play Originals Early: Don’t wait until you “make it” to write original material. Even if it’s rough, your compositions will help you carve your lane.
      

      

      

      Try This: Create a playlist called “My Smooth Jazz DNA.” Add songs that reflect your dream sound - even from other genres. Then identify what threads connect them.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        Balancing Jazz Roots with Smooth Simplicity

      

        

      
        One of the trickiest parts of smooth jazz artistry is restraint. You want to show that you’ve got chops, but smooth jazz isn't about being the fastest or flashiest player in the room. It's about delivering feeling with finesse.

      

        

      
        To build credibility:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Study the jazz vocabulary: blues scales, chord extensions, modal playing.
      

      	
        Practice phrasing like a vocalist—think of each solo as a lyrical statement, not a technical display.
      

      	
        Use space. Let the groove breathe. Smooth jazz lives in the pocket, not in the flurry.
      

      

      

      
        
        Remember: A tasteful, melodic phrase that hits emotionally will take you further than a 16-bar run of dizzying arpeggios.

      

        

      
        Crafting an Artist Persona

      

        

      
        Your music is only part of your identity. In smooth jazz, the personality behind the horn (or keyboard, or guitar) matters, too. Fans are drawn to smooth jazz artists who feel aspirational, approachable, and grounded.

      

        

      
        Ask yourself:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Are you mysterious and sleek (like a Panther)? Soulful and spiritual? High-energy and fun-loving?
      

      	
        How do you dress on stage? What vibe does your promo photo give off?
      

      	
        What story are you telling through your music - and your presence?
      

      

      

      
        
        Pro tip: Smooth jazz is one of the few genres where your age and experience work for you. Many fans love artists with maturity and depth. Lean into your journey.

      

        

      
        Your Identity in One Sentence

      

        

      
        Before moving on, try this exercise:

      

        

      
        “I’m a smooth jazz [instrumentalist/vocalist] who blends [style/influence] with [emotion/mood] to create music that [impact or intention].”

      

        

      
        Example:

      

        

      
        “I’m a smooth jazz saxophonist who blends soul and funk with cinematic grooves to create music that uplifts and inspires.”
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