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Scripture Quotations
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To my wife and our children—the greatest earthly mirrors of God's love and His multifaceted grace in my life.

And to the Body of Christ in Nairobi and beyond: May you no longer see through a glass darkly, but begin to reflect the fullness of His image in every area of your life.
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Author’s Note: The Road to the Throne
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Writing is often a journey of discovery. When I began this ministry, my focus was primarily on the walk of the believer—how we steward our gifts, how we grow in marriage, and how we fight the good fight of faith. Through the first six books I have shared with you, we have covered the essential terrain of the Christian life:


1.  Don’t Bury Your Talent (Stewardship)

2.  From Strength to Strength (Growth)


3.  Sanctifying Fire (Holiness in Marriage)


4.  The Stronghold Breaker (Spiritual Warfare)


5.  The Warfare Worshipper: The Audit of the Heart (Internal Alignment)


6.  The Unshakable Foundation (Doctrinal Integrity)



These works were written to ensure that you, the reader, are equipped, armored, and standing on solid ground. However, as I looked back at these six pillars, I realized that all our stewardship, our warfare, and our foundations are meant for one ultimate purpose: to behold the King.

We do not build a foundation just to have a floor; we build it to support a temple. We do not break strongholds just for the sake of freedom; we break them so we can approach the Throne without hindrance.

In "The Fourfold Glory," we are shifting our gaze from the soldier to the Commander. By examining the four faces of the living creatures in Ezekiel and Revelation—the Lion, the Ox, the Man, and the Eagle—we are looking directly at the multi-faceted character of the God we serve.

If the previous six books gave you the tools to stand, this book is intended to give you the Reason why you stand. It is my prayer that as you see the Lion’s authority, the Ox’s service, the Man’s empathy, and the Eagle’s divinity, your faith will move from a series of tasks into a life of awe-struck worship.

Welcome to the Throne Room.

Amani Barka
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Introduction: Beyond the Veil
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How does a finite mind describe an infinite God?

Throughout the Scriptures, we encounter a Creator who is far too vast for human language to contain. To bridge this gap, the Bible often uses anthropomorphisms—assigning human characteristics to God to help us understand His nature. We read of His "mighty hand" that delivers, His "eyes" that run to and fro throughout the earth, and His "nostrils" that flare in righteous anger. We know that God is Spirit, yet He uses these physical descriptions as divine metaphors to connect our earthly experience with His heavenly reality.

The "faces" of God are the ultimate form of this divine communication. In Hebrew thought, the "face" (panim) represents presence, favor, and the outward expression of inward character. When the prophets Ezekiel and John were pulled beyond the veil of the physical world, they didn't just see a bright light; they saw a throne surrounded by "Living Creatures" with four distinct faces: a Lion, an Ox, a Man, and an Eagle.

These are not literal physical features of the Father, nor are they strange mythological creatures. They are prophetic symbols—four lenses through which we are invited to view the personality of the Creator.

The Fourfold Lens

In this exhaustive analysis, we will peel back the layers of ancient symbolism to discover why these specific four were chosen:


	The Lion: The symbol of royal authority and the courage of the King.

	The Ox: The symbol of sacrificial service and the endurance of the Servant.

	The Man: The symbol of intelligence, emotion, and the relatability of the Son.

	The Eagle: The symbol of divinity, transcendence, and the perspective of the Spirit.



As we move through these chapters, you will see how these four dimensions were perfectly manifested in the person of Jesus Christ—the "Lion of Judah" who became the "Suffering Servant," the "Son of Man" who is also the "Word from Heaven."

But this study is more than a theological exercise. If we are created in the image of God, then these four faces are also the blueprint for our own spiritual maturity. If we only know the Lion, we become harsh. If we only know the Ox, we become religious robots. If we only know the Man, we become carnal. And if we only know the Eagle, we become too "spiritually minded" to be of any earthly good.

True spiritual "fullness" is found in the integration of all four. It is time to step beyond the veil and discover the multifaceted glory of the One who fills all in all.
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THE LORDSHIP CLAUSE
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This work is a stewardship, not an ownership. I, Amani Baraka, servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, hereby declare that the content of this book is submitted to the absolute authority of the Word of God and the Headship of Christ. I renounce any personal ambition or 'name-making' associated with this message. My prayer is that the reader would see no man, but Jesus only.
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PART I: THE FACE OF THE LION – THE MANDATE OF BOLDNESS
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Chapter 1: The Face of the Lion
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The first face described in the visions of both Ezekiel and John is the Lion. In the ancient world, as it is today, the lion was the undisputed symbol of absolute authority. When the Bible attributes the face of a lion to the presence of God, it is signaling to us that we are entering the realm of the King. There is no negotiation with a lion; there is only recognition of its rank. To understand the face of the lion is to understand the Sovereignty of God.

The Lion of Judah

The most profound scriptural link to this face is found in the title given to Jesus Christ in the book of Revelation: "The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David" (Revelation 5:5, NKJV). This title connects the New Testament back to the prophetic blessing Jacob gave to his son Judah in Genesis, calling him a "lion’s whelp" and declaring that the scepter would not depart from him.

When we look at the face of the lion, we see God as the Lawgiver and the Judge. While modern culture often prefers a "tame" version of God—one who is merely a friend or a life coach—the face of the lion reminds us that He is the King of Glory. He is "not a tame lion," as C.S. Lewis famously noted, but He is good. His roar is not intended to terrify His children, but to announce His protection and His dominion over the darkness.

Divine Sovereignty and Power

The lion represents the omnipotence of God. In the natural world, the lion’s roar can be heard up to five miles away, causing every other creature to freeze in its tracks. Scripturally, the roar of God represents His voice in the earth, establishing order and executing judgment.


	Authority over the Enemy: The lion face signifies that God is the predator of our problems, not the prey. He is the one who "treads upon the lion and the cobra" (Psalm 91:13).

	Absolute Ownership: Sovereignty means God has the final say. Just as the lion claims its territory, God claims the earth and everything in it as His own.

	Judicial Justice: The lion does not tolerate disorder in its pride. Similarly, this face of God represents His commitment to holiness and His intolerance for sin and injustice.



The Mandate of Boldness

The face of the lion is not just something we admire in God; it is a character trait He intends to impart to us. Proverbs 28:1 tells us that "the righteous are bold as a lion." When we spend time in the presence of the "Lion Face," we begin to lose the spirit of fear. This boldness is not arrogance; it is a quiet, settled confidence that comes from knowing who is on your side. In our lives today, the lion face is what allows a believer to stand firm when the world demands compromise. It is the spiritual "backbone" that keeps us upright in the face of persecution or trial.

The Lion in the Gospel of Matthew

The early Church fathers often associated the face of the lion with the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew was written primarily to a Jewish audience to prove that Jesus was the long-awaited King.


	It begins with a Royal Genealogy, tracing Jesus back to King David.

	It highlights the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus speaks with an authority that stunned the listeners.

	It focuses on the Kingdom of Heaven, a phrase Matthew uses repeatedly to show that the King had finally arrived to claim His throne.



Living Under the Lion's Gaze

To live with an awareness of the lion face is to live in the Fear of the Lord. This is not a cowering fear, but a deep, reverent awe. It is the realization that we serve a God who is both infinitely powerful and perfectly just. When you are tempted to give up or when the "roaring lion" of the enemy (1 Peter 5:8) seeks to devour you, you must look at the face of the True Lion. His roar silences every other voice.
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Chapter 2: Courage in a Culture of Compromise
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If the Lion represents the sovereignty of God, then our response to that face is spiritual boldness. In a world that often pressures believers to blend in, quiet their convictions, or bow to modern idols, the "Lion Face" provides the internal strength to stand out. This chapter explores how we translate the theological truth of God’s authority into a daily lifestyle of courage.

The Root of True Boldness

Biblical boldness is not the same as natural confidence or a loud personality. Natural confidence is based on one’s own abilities, education, or bank account. Biblical boldness, however, is rooted entirely in the presence of the King.

When the apostles were threatened by the religious leaders of their day, they didn't rely on their own strength. Instead, they prayed for boldness, and the Bible says the place where they were meeting was shaken (Acts 4:31). Their courage came from a direct encounter with the Lion of Judah. When you know who sits on the throne, the "kings" of this world lose their power to intimidate you.

Resisting the Pressure to Conform

We live in a "Culture of Compromise" where truth is often treated as subjective. The pressure to "go along to get along" is immense. However, the Face of the Lion reminds us that God’s Word is the ultimate standard.

	The Daniel Example: Daniel lived in Babylon, a culture completely opposed to his faith. Yet, he "purposed in his heart" not to defile himself (Daniel 1:8). Because he saw the face of the True King, he did not fear the literal lions in the den.
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